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UNESCO ACTIVITY 
FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SERVICES 


It is appropriate that British Book News, which itself is a bibliography of 
great value, should publish an article on Unesco’s bibliographical programme, 
because in stimulating the development of bibliographical work Unesco is 
aiming at the achievement throughout the world of the same ends that the 
British Council, in its publication of British Book News, is achieving for actual 
and potential readers of British books. This objective is, simply, that people 
should be given systematically organized help in selecting publications 
rationally and economically. Seen thus, bibliographies are essential equip- 
ment for people of education, science and culture wherever they are, if they 
are to share the recorded results of the work of those in their own and other 
countries. The latter phrase ‘in other countries’ gives, of course, the Unesco 
emphasis because there are few more obvious or efficacious means of increas- 
ing international understanding than through the free circulation and the 
ready availability of publications. To all of this bibliography is the key. 

The collective mind which we call Unesco is working always towards the 
achievement of practical results. It is no disparagement of bibliography to 
suggest that it is a means to this end and not the end itself. We are not 
concerned with bibliography as an exercise of scholarship worth while on its 
own account but as scientifically compiled intellectual maps of the ideas, ex- 
perience and thoughts of mankind. Without these maps and the services 
which are associated with their making, distribution and use no one can hope 
to find his way in the vast and confused mass of published matter. It might 
be thought that this statement received universal consent, were it not for the 
fact that bibliographical services in all fields, even in the natural sciences 
where they are most fully developed, are largely inadequate in their coverage, 
confused in their production, methods and form and uneconomically 
operated. There are probably no countries where they are adequate even to 
serve those who work near great libraries and in the cultural centres; in most 
countries they can hardly be said to exist at all. The confusion is such that 
even experienced users of bibliographical services are unable to find what 
they need quickly and with assurance that they have the best answer. Biblio- 
graphies which are believed to provide a world coverage and are used as 
such, on examination are found to be partial; many bibliographies which are 
adequate for their purpose receive inadequate distribution or owing to their 
production for a single language group are largely useless to others. 
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This depressing account is only part of the whole story. The brighter side 
is that certainly never before has there been more widespread recognition of 
the importance of bibliography and more willingness to take action to 
improve the situation. The launching of the British National Bibliography is a 
most impressive example of enterprise in one field of bibliography and in one 
country at a time when it is certain that no activity on this scale could have 
been undertaken without ample economic and cultural justification. 


During the four years of its existence, the development of bibliographical 
services has been a recognized Unesco duty. At the start there was con- 
siderable difficulty in giving any clear definition to the programme. It is not 
a primary function of Unesco to produce bibliographies, though a certain 
amount of original bibliographical work has been done and some biblio- 
graphics have been published where no bibliographies existed and where no 
entirely appropriate external agency existed to take on the work. The best 
known of these is Fundamental Education Abstracts. Also Unesco has published 
or is publishing a number of guides, largely bibliographical in content, such 
as a Guide to Paris Libraries and a Guide to the Libraries of the Middle East, both 
of which should be out this autumn; and in many Unesco publications on 
special subjects special attention has been given to the inclusion of biblio- 
graphies of selected publications. 

More frequently Unesco’s interest in the direct promotion of biblio- 
graphic publication has been shown by the granting of subsidies to inter- 
national non-governmental agencies for the publication by them of 
bibliographies and indexes in their fields. Thus in past years a number of 
important bibliographies in humanistic studies have been enabled to start 
publication anew after the war, and the International Federation for 
Documentation has received a contract from Unesco to enable the pre-war 
Index Bibliographicus to be started again in a somewhat changed form. The 
first volume covering the Natural Sciences and technologies will be published 
early in 1951 and a second volume covering all other subjects early in 1952. 

These special activities are important and actually take a larger place in 
Unesco’s programmes than most people realize because the results of this 
type of activity principally interest limited specialized groups. But they have 
made people believe sometimes that the subsidy of external activities is 
Unesco’s chief way of using its funds. This is by no means the case, however 
important and large this type of contribution to educational, scientific and 
cultural development may have been in certain fields and at certain times. 


More important, because they are aimed at much more fundamental 
problems than the production of any single bibliographical index or guide, 
are programmes for the development and improvement of the whole system 
of bibliographical enterprise. This work has been developed particularly in 
the natural and social sciences. In the former there are now co-ordinating 
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committees for medical and biological and physics abstracting and, as the 
outcome of the international conference on Abstracting in the Natural and 
Applied Sciences, held in 1949, a standing committee on Science Abstracting. 
The Natural Sciences Department is also concerned with a large variety of 
other documentation and bibliographical projects, the most interesting being 
a study aimed at the improvement of methods of compiling inter-lingual 
dictionaries. 

The Social Sciences Department has convened a committee representative 
of the four international associations for Economics, Political Sciences, 
Sociology and Comparative Law and of the International Studies Con- 
ference to work out plans for bibliographical development in those fields and 
similarly the International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic studies 
has a bibliographical committee. 

The Bibliographical Section of the Libraries Division has a Unesco-wide 
advisory responsibility and also a somewhat undefined responsibility for the 
co-ordination of the various departmental projects. There is a more direct 
responsibility for maintenance of contact with the librarians and documen- 
talists throughout the world, largely through the two international federa- 
tions for library associations and documentation. As its most important biblio- 
graphical activity, the section has embarked on a world-wide programme 
for the improvement of bibliographical services in all subject fields and in 
every class of bibliographical activity. 

In 1948, with the co-operation of the Library of Congress, Washington, 
a start was made in the development of the Unesco-Library of Congress Biblio- 
graphical Survey. The first project was to make a sample survey of the 
efficacy of existing bibliographical services in one very wide field, that of 
Fundamental Education. 


The next stage was the organization of a study group of American 
librarians under the chairmanship of Dr. Luther Evans, Librarian of Congress, 
which ended its work after the production of two interim reports and the 
publication of a final report, Bibliographical Services: their present state and 
possibilities of improvement, in which the committee, without attempting to 
lay down a pattern for international bibliographical services, posed the 
principal questions to which answers must be given as a start to more positive, 
actual and practical activities to improve services. It may be said, furthermore, 
that the reports did not presume to present American experience or points of 
view as other than a base on which a genuinely international consensus of 
opinion could be reached. Accordingly, Unesco used the reports as an 
incentive for the creation of special working groups of bibliographers in 
about forty-five countries which were asked to study the Unesco Library of 
Congress survey results and to report to Unesco on the state of services in 
each country and on their main needs and the possibilities for development 
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under the following main headings: current comprehensive bibliography; 
current selective bibliography; international bibliographical activity; national 
bibliographical activity. One thing has been emphasized—almost amounting 
to a positive decision controlling future Unesco activity: namely, that inter- 
national development depends all the time on national activity. The Final 
Report gave expression to this in terms of the potential degree of realization 
in each country of a concept of ‘complete national bibliography’. 


Almost thirty of the national groups reported in time for their statements, 
along with the Library of Congress reports and a specially prepared working 
paper, to be used as basis for the discussion at the conference on the improve- 
ment of bibliographical services in November 1950. This conference was the 
culmination of the survey period of this programme; hereafter Unesco, in 
co-operation with the National Unesco Commissions and particularly with 
the bibliographical group, hopes to move into the period in which direct 
action can be taken to fulfil the decisions of the Conference. In this connec- 
tion it may be mentioned that the United Nations programme for Technical 
Assistance provides extensively for aid in the development of bibliographical 
services in science, technology and education. These projects also will be 
taken into consideration in the world plan envisaged by the Conference. 


To a large extent this fulfilment depends not on Unesco but on the 
responsible authorities in each country. Unesco, as far as its means allow, will 
give financial and advisory help in the planning and execution of national 
bibliographical projects and will assure their co-ordination through the 
establishment of an international committee, the first meeting of which is 
to be held in London in April. In its final Act the conference made specific 
recommendations for the creation or, wherever they exist, for the mainte- 
nance of National bibliographic planning bodies; the acceptance by each 
country of a programme for national bibliographic publication, the first 
step in which should be the publication of a general national bibliography of 
all books and pamphlets published and on sale in each country; the creation 
of national bibliographic information centres; an extension of legal deposit 
and for further development of specialized international bibliographies. All 
of these proposals can be studied in detail in the published Final Act of the 
Conference. This is, of course, a start only, but it is a good start to develop- 
ments which are essential if bibliographic sources are to keep pace with 
ever-growing demands from research workers and executives in education, 
science and culture. 


Never before has the world-wide problem of bibliography as a service to 
all subject fields been discussed by so many nations at one time, on one 
agenda, with unified objectives and with one centralizing agency, Unesco, 
and with such direct opportunities for the fulfilment of whatever plans may 
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come out of these studies. In his introduction to the Final Report, Dr. Luther 
Evans summed up the problem and the task as follows: 


The woes of bibliography are multitudinous: it is not only smitten with 
afflictions of its own begetting . . . but it has also drawn upon itself many 
other problems which are in the first place the problems of the studies which 
it serves. 

The problems of bibliography may seem at any one moment to pre- 
dominate over its achievements; but its accomplishments are majestic. 
Without bibliography the records of civilization would be an uncharted 
chaos of miscellaneous contributions to knowledge, unorganized and in- 
applicable to human needs. It is, very simply, the importance and the 
effectiveness which bibliography already possesses which make the further 
and continuous improvement of bibliographical services a matter worthy 
of the sincerest efforts of international collaboration. 


Mr. Edward Carter has been head of the Libraries Division of UNESCO since the creation o 
the organization in 1946. Previously he was Librarian of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
and for four years was Chairman of Council of ASLIB 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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THE BOOK LIST that follows is a select list compiled with the assistance 
of Aslib (incorporating the Association of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux and the British Society for International Bibliography), Bristol Public 
Libraries, British Agricultural Bulletin, the British Council Medical Library, the 
British Drama League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political 
and Economic Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth 
National Library (Canberra, Australia), the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian 
Councils, the Library Association, the Middle Temple Library, the National 
Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand), the Public Library of Toronto 
(Canada), the Royal Empire Society, the Royal Geographical Society, the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the Royal Institute of International Affairs, the 
Royal United Service Institution, the South African Public Library (Cape Town, 
South Africa), the Victoria and Albert Museum, Westminster Public Libraries, 
the Youth Libraries Section of the Library Association and many individual 
specialists, and the annotations are in some cases based, by permission, on 
reviews in The Times Literary Supplement and The Times Educational Supplement. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Dewey Decimal System of Library Classification, and the 
Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of each entry. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no bookseller is 
available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League, 7 Albemarle Street, 
London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and bibliographical 
guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council (which maintains libraries 
in most countries) and whenever necessary such inquiries will be referred to the appropriate 
department of the Council in London, which is in consultation with the foremost British authori- 
ties in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are London firms 
except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in brackets. 


THE FOLLOWING ABBREVIATIONS are used throughout the list for the standard sizes 
of British Books 


inche Centimetres 


Pott 8 Pott Octavo 6X3} «15°89 
F8 Foolscap Octavo 63x 4} 17*I X 10°7 
C8 Crown Octavo 74X5 19 XI12°7 
L.Post 8 Large Post Octavo 84x 5} 20°9XK13°3 
D8 Demy Octavo 83X5% 22°2XK 14°2 
M8 Medium Octavo 9 Xs} 22°38 XK 14°6 
R8 Royal Octavo 10 X6} 25°4 15°8 
SuR8 Super Royal Octavo 10 X6$ 25°4X1I7°I 
Imp8 Imperial Octavo II X74 27°9X19 

F4 Foolscap Quarto 84x62 2I-SXKI7'1 
C4 Crown Quarto 10 X74 25°4X19 

L.Post 4 Large Post Quarto 10}X8} 26-6209 
D4 Demy Quarto 11}X8}# 28-5 22-2 
M4 Medium Quarto 114X9 29°2 X 22°8 
R4 Royal Quarto 12kXIO =631°7K 254 
Ffol Foolscap Folio 13484 44°2X21°5 


Preceding an abbreviation the letter |= large, and the letter s= small; for example, 1C8 = large 
Crown Octavo. 





World copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and inquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Béitor, British Book News, 3 Hanover Street, London, W.1 
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GENERAL WORKS 

Bibliography 

W. P. KER, 1855-1923. A Bibliography. J. H. P. Pafford. University of 

London Press, 8s.6d. D8. 72 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 3 plates. Index. 

William Paton Ker was Quain Professor of English Language and Literature at 
University College, London, from 1889 to 1922 and was recognized as one of the 
greatest scholars and critics of his age. He was also a great personality with extra- 
ordinary gifts and charm and his influence on his students must have been exceptional. 
His essays on medieval literature, his lectures on form and style in poetry and his work 
in Chambers’s Cyclopaedia of English Literature and the Cambridge History of English 
Literature are outstanding contributions to literary history and criticism. The compiler 
of this bibliography is Goldsmiths’ Librarian of the University of London and prac- 
tically all the items recorded may be seen in his Library or in that of University College, 
London, Library. The work of competent bibliographers in special fields or on 
individual writers is extremely valuable and by producing this bibliography of writings 
by and about W. P. Ker, with a Foreword, the compiler has rendered a notable service 
to learning. (o12) 


A HANDLIST OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE BRITISH ISLES RELATING 
TO MALTA. G. Donaldson. Government Printing Office (Malta), 1s.6d. 
SuR8. 100 pages. Index. Paper bound. (Institute of Historical Research, 
Malta: Bulletin No. 7) 


Dr. Donaldson has compiled for the Historical Archives of Malta Committee, a most 
valuable aid for research workers. The contents of over fifty national, university and 
other libraries and repositories are listed together with details drawn from the reports 
of the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts and other sources. While the 
information is taken in most cases from already published sources, these have never 
before been co-ordinated in this form. The amount of detail given varies considerably: 
in the case of some collections each item is briefly described, whereas in the case of such 
extensive accumulations of documents as the Public Record Office anything approach- 
ing this detailed work is impossible. It is, however, particularly valuable to have fuller 
information on the least accessible material. (016.9458) 
Library Economy 
LIBRARY TOUR, 1948: Europe and America, Impressions and Reflections. 
S. R. Ranganathan. Indian Library Association (Delhi), Rs.8. D8. 219 pages. 
Index. (Indian Library Association English Series) 
An account of a tour of many European countries and the United States of America, 
made by the foremost librarian of India and one of her great scholars, taken on the 
invitation of a number of organizations, including the British Council and Unesco. 
For Dr. Ranganathan, library science is an absorbing interest and in this book he 
describes important developments in library service in the Western world as he saw 
them, with the aim of helping the appropriate authorities in India to promote a com- 
prehensive and nation-wide library service in that country. (027) 
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Journalism 
THE KEMSLEY MANUAL OF JOURNALISM. Introduction by Viscount 
Kemsley. Cassell, 25s. sC4. 470 pages. 193 illustrations. Appendix: a 
newspaper glossary. Index. 
British universities do not provide courses in journalism and there is only one such 
course, recently started in London, at a non-university institution. The general educa- 
tional advance in Britain has, however, led to recognition of the need for a parallel 
improvement in both the intellectual and technical standards of British journalism, 
and the Kemsley organization, which publishes newspapers of various types in London 
and in many other towns throughout Britain, has been a pioncer in providing 
organized training for its existing staff and for recruits to it. Experience of this scheme 
has drawn attention to the need fora survey of principles and practice in modern news- 
paper work in Britain, and this manual, written by a team of experts, is a competent 
and comprehensive guide and text-book which goes far to fill the gap in British litera- 
ture on the subject. About two-thirds of the work is devoted to detailed accounts of 
all aspects of the editorial side of British newspaper publishing and the other third is 
finance, management, advertising, production and allied matters. Much of the in- 
formation provided is of universal application. (070) 
Polygraphy: Individual 
THE LAWYER. A Conversation Piece. Selected from the Lawyer's Note- 
books and Other Writings. E. S. P. Haynes. With an autobiographical 
introduction and memoir by Renée Haynes. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 16s. D8. 
356 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
Renée Haynes, who gives a delightful portrait of her father in her introductory 
memoir, claims that he should be remembered as one of the livelier English eccentrics. 
As a solicitor, Haynes led a life of unvarying routine, yet fought for individual liberty, 
divorce law reform and reform of the penal code. A militant Rationalist, he enjoy ed 
the company of prominent Catholic writers such as Belloc and C hesterton, whose 
friendship he won by the charm of his conversation. Among the other Gicnds of 
whom he writes here are Max Beerbohm, H. G. Wells and Aldous Huxley. Haynes’s 
books, The Decline of Liberty in England and The Case for Libe ty forcibly stated his 
belief that the growing collectivism and centralization of our society was destroying 
the private life of individuals. He planned the present book a few months before his 
death. Besides the extracts from the famous Lawyer’s Notebooks, Life, Law and Letters, 
Personalia and Early Victorian and Other Papers are drawn upon. The writing is dis- 


tinguished by its wit, abundant prejudice and relish for the personal and idiosy ncratic 
in opinion and behaviour. (081) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


THE PERENNIAL SCOPE OF PHILOSOPHY. Karl Jaspers. Translated from 
the German by Ralph Manheim. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 10s.6d. D8. 
180 pages. Index. 

These six lectures were, with one exception, delivered at Basle, where the author was 

appointed to the Chair of Philosophy in 1948 after his long (and not undisturbed) 

association with the University of Heidelberg. It is fair to assume th. at this translation 
is offered to the English public as a sample (or summary) of Jaspers’s thought for those 
denied easy access to his longer German works (c.g. Existenzphilosophie, 1938; Von der 

Wahrheit, 1948). As such it performs a useful function and shows how greatly his 
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version of Existentialism differs from some other more gloomy versions. What this 
rolume calls “philosophical faith’ might by others be described as personal religion 
as distinct both from philosophy and from social cults or traditional religion. This 
interest of the writer’s may explain a certain grandiloquence of expression (exemplified 
in the titlke——what is the ‘perennial scope’ of anything?) which militates against 
lucidity and lacks that precision of thought to be expected in philosophy, but which 
may not be so wholly out of keeping with the author’s rather different purpose. (101) 


CREATIVE ASPECTS OF NATURAL LAW. The Fourth Arthur Stanley 
Eddington Memorial Lecture, 2 November 1950. R. A. Fisher. Cambridge 
University Press, 2s. C8. 29 pages. Paper bound. 

The Arthur Stanley Eddington Memorial Lectures are intended ‘to deal with some 

aspect of contemporary scientific thought in its bearing on the philosophy of religion 

or of ethics’. The present lecture is devoted to the philosophical aspect of the theory of 

organic evolution with particular reference to the ideas of Bergson and Smuts. (122) 


HEREDITARY GENIUS. An Enquiry into its Laws and Consequences. 
Francis Galton. Reprint. Watts, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 409 pages. Charts. Tables. 
Appendix. Index. 

Sir Francis Galton, founder of the school of eugenics and an early convert to the views 

of Charles Darwin, held the opinion that distinction of any kind is apt to run in 

families. He therefore made a series of statistical inquiries whereby he proved the 
heritability of genius of all kinds. These investigations extended over forty years, and 
the results are set forth in this work. The first edition appeared in 1869, and this 
present volume is a reprint of the second edition of 1892 which was a reprint of the 
original work with the addition of a prefatory chapter. In this prefatory chapter the 
author regrets his choice of title which he thought could have been more aptly changed 
to ‘Hereditary Ability’. Galton’s investigations necessarily brought him to face the 
fundamental principles of statistics, and his work shows a remarkably clear insight into 
the application of statistical method to the solution of social problems. (136.3111) 


THE PHILOSOPHICAL PREDICAMENT. Winston H. F. Barnes. A. & C. 
Black, 10s.6d. D8. 184 pages. Index. 
The author is Professor of Philosophy in the University of Durham and this is an 
expanded and very much fuller version of his inaugural lecture, given soon after his 
appointment there in 1945, and published in Philosophy, April 1947. It is a full, fair and 
(mainly) unfavourable criticism of the various schools of analytical philosophy, giving 
special attention to G. E. Moore, Bertrand Russell and A. J. Ayer. It has value as an 
exposition of the work of these and of other recent writers. The general reader (for 
whom the book was written) must be prepared to give careful attention to a closely 
(and sometimes rapidly) reasoned argument and should be familiar with ordinary 
philosophical terms such as a priori, empirical, idealist, and have at least a nodding 
acquaintance with his Bishop Berkeley. (140) 


IN DEFENCE OF PHILOSOPHY AGAINST POSITIVISM AND PRAG- 
MATISM. Maurice Cornforth. Lawrence & Wishart, 12s.6d. D8. 276 pages. 
Index. 


A theoretical defence of Marxist philosophy against what the author terms the 
‘Bourgeois’ alternatives of positivism and pragmatism, and the ‘outworn creeds’ such 
as Christian philosophy. It does present a clear account of the present state of dia- 
lectical materialism particularly as interpreted by Marx, Engels, and Lenin, and of 
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modern semantic thought as laid down by Stalin. It is fair to the positivists and prag- 
matists only while dealing with their underlying theory, being merely dogmatic with- 
out adequate reasons when condemning their practical application. (146) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


A THEOLOGICAL WORD BOOK OF THE BIBLE. Edited by Alan 
Richardson. S. C. M. Press, 25s. sR8. 290 pages. 


In this work Canon Richardson of Durham has enlisted the co-operation of a wide 
range of scholars from many schools and traditions. Its aim is to elucidate the distinc- 
tive meanings of the key-words of the Bible. While archaeological and philological 
details are not supplied except where they are necessary for an understanding of the 
theological meaning of the word in question, nothing that is vital to the real import 
of the biblical word is omitted. This book will be of great value to preachers and 
teachers as well as to the ordinary reader of the Bible who is so often confused by the 


technicalities of biblical scholarship. (220.3) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT. Richard Heard. 
A. & C. Black, 12s.6d. M8. 280 pages. Indexes. 


In this volume the author, who is Fellow of Peterhouse, Cambridge, and University 
Lecturer in Divinity, seeks to relate the separate books of the New Testament in the 
light of their authorship, place, date and teaching to some of the great religious issues 
with which they are concerned. He selects four issues as being of major importance: 
the historical value of the Gospels, the development of the order and worship of the 
Church, apostolic preaching and apocalyptic. The reader’s attention is thus centred in 
the religious implications of modern New Testament criticism, and guidance is given 
for further study of the available evidence. Mr. Heard has written a useful introduction 
to the subject and his conclusions are well-balanced. (225.7) 


THE THEOLOGY OF ALBERT SCHWEITZER. E. N. Mozley. Epilogue by 
Albert Schweitzer. A. & C. Black, 7s.6d. 1C8. 116 pages. Appendices. 


The author of this book provides a brief outline of the theological thought of Dr. 
Schweitzer and makes a selection from his chief writings. Dr. Schweitzer himself has 
written an extensive epilogue in which he develops more fully the conception which 
he advanced in the Quest of the Historical Jesus that Jesus taught and acted in the expec- 
tation of a speedy end to the world and of the coming of a supernatural kingdom. Those 
who wish to become acquainted with the salient aspects of Dr. Schweitzer’s theology 
will find the help they need in this small volume. (230) 


EARLY CHRISTIAN CREEDS. J. N. D. Kelly. Longmans, Green, 26s. D8. 
458 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


The Rev. J. N. D. Kelly, Vice Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, and University 
Lecturer in Patristic Studies, has provided in this volume a systematic survey of the 
rise, development and use of credal formularies in Early Church History. The book 
opens with a careful examination of credal elements in the New Testament and then 
examines the relation of creeds to the rite of baptism. This section is followed by a 
discussion of the Old Roman Creed to which the ancestry of the Apostles’ and other 
creeds is traced. Special attention is given to the Council of Nicxa and the ‘Nicene’ 
Creed, and there is a detailed account of the expansion of the Roman Creed and its 
acceptance throughout Europe as the present Apostles’ Creed. The liturgical setting 
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and the theological framework of the creeds are elucidated with much insight. No 
student of theology should miss this volume. The treatment and style are such as to 
make it attractive to the general reader. (238) 


ADVENT. Jean Dani¢lou. Translated from the French by Rosemary Sheed. 
Sheed & Ward, 8s.6d. C8. 187 pages. 


This is another of Pére Dani¢lou’s books on various aspects of the Church. Adventis not 
a commentary on the Liturgical season, strictly speaking, but concerns the wider 
meaning behind it—the general work of preparing men for Christ. It is ably 
translated. (248) 


THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS. Vol. II. WHERE I FOUND CHRIST. 
Edited by John A. O’Brien. W. H. Allen, 10s.6d. C8. 342 pages. 


A continuation of the first volume, which appeared in 1949; it contains accounts by 
fourteen contributors, among whom are Christopher Hollis, Thomas Merton and 
Raissa Maritain, on how they came to enter the Catholic Church. Father O’Brien, who 
contributes the foreword and the epilogue, is a well-known American priest and the 
author of the popular Faith of Millions. These short and varied reports on the Via Roma 
will make interesting reading for fellow-travellers or for those who have attained the 
same goal after similar experiences. (248) 


CHRISTIAN ETHICS. R. C. Mortimer. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 143 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University Library: Christian Religion) 
Dr. Mortimer, Bishop of Exeter, has written a clear introduction to a subject which 
requires, but too rarely receives, constructive thought. Having related Christian 
Ethics to the idea of natural law and the facts of the biblical revelation, the author deals 
with the questions of authority and conscience, social duties, gambling, sex, marriage, 
and the sanctity of human life. There is a short bibliography and a reliable index. The 
book should prove useful as a basis for group study and those who are responsible for 
religious teaching in the higher forms of schools will turn to it with profit. (261.4) 


BAPTISM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. Oscar Cullman. Translated from 
the German by J. K. S. Reid. S.C.M. Press, 6s. D8. 84 pages. Appendix. 
Indexes. Paper bound. (Studies in Biblical Theology) 

This volume by the Professor of New Testament Studies in Basel University is the 

first of a series designed to provide clergy and laymen with the best work in biblical 

scholarship in Europe and overseas. Dr. Cullman was moved to write about the New 

Testament doctrine of baptism by way of reply to the challenge to Infant Baptism 

recently issued by Karl Barth in The Teaching of the Church concerning Baptism. He is, 

however, mainly concerned not with polemical aims but with a review of the New 

Testament evidence. The publishers and the translator are deserving of gratitude for 

making this important contribution available in English. (265.1) 


THE GOSPEL IN SLOW MOTION. R. A. Knox. Sheed & Ward, 8s.6d. 
IC8. 192 pages. 

The Gospel in Slow Motion is the final book of Monsignor Knox’s expositions on various 

parts of the Mass. This (like the preeding volumes) is mainly intended for older chil- 

dren, but the insight which the former Chaplain to the University of Oxford and the 

translator of the Bible gives to the difficulties involved in an understanding of the 

Gospel makes the book a helpful one for most adult readers. (265.3) 
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CATHOLIC LONDON. Douglas Newton. Foreword by H. E. Cardinal 
Griffin. Hale, 21s. D8. 348 pages. 33 illustrations. Index. 


This is a history of Catholic London from earliest times until the restoration of the 
hierarchy in 1850. Much of the material has already been printed in various publica- 
tions, but there has long been a need for the information to be collected in a single 
volume. Partly for obvious historical reasons, and partly for reasons of space, the area 
is limited to that between the Tower and Tyburn. The author, a well-known Catholic 
journalist and novelist, is, perhaps, too violently partisan, and is sometimes inaccurate, 
but the book is full of information absorbing not only to Catholics but to anyone, 
whether living in London or a visitor, who is interested in the history of the great city. 
One learns not only about existing churches, but realizes with sadness what a wealth of 
buildings was destroyed during the Reformation, by the Great Fire, and later by the 
bombing of London. The illustrations are good, but the inclusion of a map would have 
aided the narrative. (274.21) 


ENTHUSIASM. A Chapter in the History of Religion with special reference 
to the XVII and XVIII centuries. R. A. Knox. Oxford University Press, 
30s. sR8. 630 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The author of this volume, widely known as a brilliant writer, tells us in the dedication 

that it represents the labour of thirty years. The book attempts to study certain religious 

movements which belong to the period between 1650 and 1750. In the history of the 

Church, we are reminded that there is a recurrent situation marked by the rise of 

cliques or societies whose members try to set a higher standard for life and conduct 

than that which is accepted by the majority of Christians. By degrees, they draw apart 
from their co-religionists and there is open secession. The cighteenth-century critics 
used the word ‘enthusiasm’ to discredit this tendency which is studied by Monsignor 

Knox in this work. While there are chapters on the precursors of ‘enthusiasm’ in the 

early centuries, notably Montanism and Donatism, readers will turn with special in- 

terest to the fascinating account of George Fox, Jansenism, Quictism, Wesley and 
some of the nineteenth-century groups. The author approaches the theme with sym- 
pathetic insight and wide knowledge. There is much erudition in this volume but 

fortunately the style is limpid and every page is alive. (280) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Social Psychology 
CONDITIONS OF FREEDOM. Being the Second Lectures of the Chancellor 
Dunning Trust, delivered at Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, 
1949. John Macmurray. Faber, 6s. C8. 106 pages. 
Of these three lectures, of which the last has been expanded since their delivery in 
January 1949, the connecting argument is that dignity, freedom and responsibility are 
inseparably bound together, and in the ultimate issue freedom is threatened not from 
without but from within. The first lecture examines the relativity of freedom, the 
second discusses contemporary conflicts, and the third, which is concerned with free- 
dom in fellowship, treats its subject under the two aspects of co-operation and commu- 
nity, and the nature of fellowship. One of the main purposes of the book is to uncover 
the reason for the present-day stultification of international politics, and the con- 
clusions arrived at by Professor Macmurray (Professor of Moral Philosophy in the 
University of Edinburgh) are set out in his final pages with all the lucidity of style and 
expository logic already demonstrated in his earlier studies Freedom in the Modern World, 
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Reason and Emotion, The Boundaries of Science, and Constructive Democracy. A short fore- 
word to the present volume is contributed by Dr. R. C. Wallace, Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal of Queen’s University, Ontario. (301.1523) 


PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS OF PEACE AND WAR. Edited by T. H. 
Pear. Hutchinson for the United Nations Association of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, 16s. D8. 262 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


T.H. Pear, Professor of Psychology in Manchester University, has edited forthe United 
Nations Association a collection of eleven essays which, together, help us to under- 
stand the psychologist’s contributions to the study of possible solutions of the problem 
of war. The theme of the book is that further speculation on the subject is not likely to 
be productive without scientific research. Of these essays two are particularly note- 
worthy: H. J. Eysenck’s on ‘War and Aggressiveness’, and Professor G. W. Allport’s 
“Guide-lines for Research in International Co-operation’. Both are full of practical 
and constructive proposals for the better equipment of research in these fields. A num- 
ber of books on similar themes have recently been published and this is perhaps an 
indication that the need for these studies is being recognized and at least partially 
satisfied. (301.1532) 


ROADS TO RUIN. The Shocking History of Social Reform. E. S. Turner. 
Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. D8. 256 pages. Frontispiece. 10 illustrations. Index. 


This is a fascinating book on the progress of social reform in Britain, with many side- 
lights on the opposition—‘ usually bitter and often bizarre, sometimes dishonest but 
all too often honest’—which had to be countered by those who forced the measures 
through. The author examines with much wit and a good deal of acumen the con- 
troversies that raged in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries around such subjects as 
the game laws, chimney sweeping, half-holidays, drawing and quartering at execu- 
tions, women’s property, overloaded merchantships, children in public houses, Day- 
light Saving, and the promenades of music halls. He has unearthed many arguments 
(written or spoken) used by those who were convinced that the projected reforms 
would lead the country to ruin! In retrospect these pronouncements seem amazingly 
foolish. The book should be read as an ingenious and successful entertainment. Mr. 
Turner is the author of Boys Will be Boys, a zestful probing into juvenile fiction. 
(301.15350942) 
Political Science 
THE UNITED STATES: THE PRESIDENTS, THE PARTIES AND THE 
CONSTITUTION. Herbert Agar. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 25s. M8. 768 pages. 
7 maps. Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Agar has had a distinguished career in American journalism and diplomacy. He 
is also the author of a number of books which examine with insight American institu- 
tions, including The American Presidents which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1934, 
and A Time for Greatness (1943), the well-known and clear statement of the democratic 
ideal. This monumental work sets out to make the American Government compre- 
hensible and to explain the American party system, especially for readers outside 
America. His story starts with the Boston Tea Party and ends in detail in 1909. There- 
after two chapters of modern instances apply the findings from the past to scenes in 
recent politics. The origins and development of American political institutions are for 
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the author ‘a tale of adventure’. “The system can be understood only by studying the 
men who built it and the forces which impelled them . . . This book describes “what 
men do, not what they ought to do”.’ The gradual evolution of a great modern 
nation out of thirteen scattered colonies and the principles and intentions of the men 
who guided its political development are the twin themes of the book. It is brilliantly 
written and is a great achievement in perspective and in judgment. Appendices include 
the text of the Constitution and an excellent full bibliography. (320.973) 


A GRAMMAR OF AMERICAN POLITICS: THE NATIONAL GOVERN- 
MENT. Wilfred E. Binkley and Malcolm C. Moos. Jonathan Cape, 36s. D8. 
786 pages. Bibliography. Appendix. Index. 


W. E. Binkley is Professor of Political Science and History at Ohio Northern Uni- 
versity and is the author of President and Congress and American Political Parties: Their 
Natural History. M. C. Moos is Associate Professor of Political Science at the Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore. Their book is an expert guide to the political prin- 
ciples and practice of American government from its beginnings until today. 
The various federal functions are emphasized. Federal finance, government and the 
economy, agriculture and conservation are covered by authorities in these fields. The 
foundations of American government, citizenship, institutions of popular control, 
the Presidency, the federal administration, the national legislature, and the federal judi- 
ciary are fully described. There are chapters on foreign affairs and policy. The text of 
the Constitution is given in an appendix. The book is a full introduction to American 
government. (320.973) 


THE ONLY wAy. A Study of Democracy in Danger. A. Loveday. Hodge, 
12s.6d. D8. 237 pages. 


The two major risks of today, in the author’s opinion, are war and unemployment. He 
discusses their influence on the democratic organization of society and democratic 
beliefs, with the warning that through fear the world may sacrifice democratic values 
and personal initiative for the sake of economic security. While he agrees that the risk 
of unemployment and other economic ills can be met only by international co-opera- 
tion he considers that economic and political security finally depend upon the establish- 
ment of a federal government by democratic states. Mr. Loveday is Warden of 
Nuffield College, and was Director of the Economic and Financial Department of the 
League of Nations. (321.8) 


COLONIAL RESEARCH, 1949-50. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 
38.6d. sR8. 156 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Command 
Paper 8063) 


This volume contains the Reports of the Colonial Research Council; Colonial Products 
Research Council; Colonial Social Science Research Council; Colonial Medical 
Research Committee; Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health and 
Forestry Research; Colonial Insecticides, Fungicides and Herbicides Committee; and 
Colonial Economic Research Committee. These are preceded by the Report of the 
Colonial Research Council, which co-ordinates the work of the other bodies and 
tenders advice to the Secretary of State on research matters not falling within the 
province of these bodies. (325.342) 
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SETTLERS. Extracts from the Journals and Letters of Early Colonists in 
Canada, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand. Edited and introduced 


by John Hale. Faber, 25s. D8. 408 pages. 16 plates. 6 maps. Index. 
The compiler of this attractive book has set out to portray the everyday social life of 
the ordinary men and women who pioneered the Dominions. Each section is 
introduced by an historical sketch and brief biographical notes of the individuals con- 
cerned, but for the most part the narratives are told in their own words. While these 
letters and journals have been published elsewhere, this is a well-balanced and attrac- 
tive collection, greatly enhanced by the contemporary illustrations, and gives a vivid 
and interesting picture of the early days of what are now great nations. (325.342) 


BRITAIN AND EUROPE, PITT TO CHURCHILL, 1793-1940. Edited 
by James Joll. Nicholas Kaye, 16s. 1C8. 400 pages. Index. (The British 
Political Tradition) 

This book singles out a recurrent problem in English politics—our relations with 

Europe—and traces the discussion of it from Pitt’s day to our own in selections from 

contemporary pamphlets, speeches, letters, newspapers and books. Mr. Joll, Fellow of 

New College, Oxford, provides an introduction of thirty pages on the growth and 

development of the traditional British beliefs towards Europe. His selections show the 

remarkable similarity of these beliefs at different times, and the way in which these 

beliefs are expressed with an equally remarkable similarity of language. They form a 
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substantial and intelligent anthology that breaks new ground. (327.420094) 


A HISTORY OF CANADIAN EXTERNAL RELATIONS. G. P. de T. 


Glazebrook. Oxford University Press (Toronto, Canada), $4.00. sD8. 

450 pages. 
Professor Glazebrook, who is now on the staff of the Department of External Affairs, 
gives a valuable survey of a scantily documented phase of Canadian history and 
political science. The first part of the book ‘External Relations to 1914’ is a reprint of 
the author’s earlier standard work, first published in 1942. Part 2 deals with the develop- 
ment of a foreign policy, tracing the change in Canada’s status from a colonial position 
to a middle power in international affairs with a diplomatic service and a vigorous, 
constructive programme. A full description of Canada’s part in the two world wars, 
and the subsequent peace-making plans, forms an interesting section of this authorita- 
tive work. The treatment is chronological throughout. There is, unfortunately, no 
subject bibliography; but an excellent index and full footmotes add to the reference 
use of the book, which is issued under the auspices of the Canadian Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs. (327.71) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PROCEDURE OF THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS. Sir Gilbert Campion. Reprint, with corrections, of the 2nd 
edition. Macmillan, 21s. D8. 365 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The Clerk of the House of Commons here confines his subject almost exclusively to 

procedure in the strict sense. The arrangement is from the general to the particular— 

from the opening of a new Parliament and the arrangement of business of a whole 
session to the items which compose an individual sitting, and from an explanation of 
the rules which govern debate, generally, to the more specialized rules which apply to 
particular classes of business or forms of proceeding, such as motions, public bills, 


183 








financial business and private legislation. This reprint of the 1947 edition contains a 
new appendix which incorporates all the alterations in procedure since 1939 now made 
permanent. (328.42) 


Economics 
WEALTH AND INCOME. An Analysis of the Economic and Financial 
Systems of Australia and Great Britain. B. Tew. Melbourne University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia); Cambridge University Press, 21s. D8. 307 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Professor Tew writes for the intelligent student of current affairs, aiming particularly 
at describing the working of the financial institutions of Australia and Britain and at 
providing in simple and realistic form the basis of economic theory needed by his 
reader. He admits unorthodoxy of treatment, claims some originality in matters of 
detail, and acknowledges his debt to the Keynesian school. Part One, Assets and 
Liabilities, deals with banking and the varieties of paper wealth; Part Two, Income 
and Expenditure, and Part Three, Overseas Receipts and Payments, deal with the 
exchange of paper wealth for goods and services. Attention is paid to such live issues 
as unemployment, inflation and international currency standards. The author, who is 
now Professor of Economics in the University of Nottingham, formerly occupied the 
corresponding chair in the University of Adelaide. (330) 


ECONOMIC POLICY FOR THE THINKING MAN. C. Bresciani-Turroni. 
Introduction by Luigi Einaudi. Hodge, 21s. D8. 314 pages. Appendices. 
Index 

Having in mind the ordinary, non-professional reader, the writer emphasizes the funda- 

mental truths of traditional economic theory and their application to every-day pro- 

blems of government, industry and trade. From his experience as President of the 

Bank of Rome and Director of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 

ment, and as author of a large number of important studies of economic affairs, he is 

able to illustrate his arguments with actual examples of world problems. This transla- 
tion is based on the revised German edition of the original Italian entitled Introduzione 

alla Politica Economica. (330.1) 


AUSTRALIA. ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN 
AUSTRALIA. . . NOVEMBER, 1949. Board of Trade: Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. sR8. 
160 pages. Map. Paper bound. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

CUBA. ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN CUBA. 
SEPTEMBER, 1949. Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 95 pages. Paper bound. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 

ECUADOR. ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN 
ECUADOR. . . JANUARY, 1950. Board of Trade: Commercial Rela- 
tions and Exports Department. H. M. Stationery Office, is.6d. sR8. 51 pages. 
Map. Paper bound. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 
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SWEDEN. ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN SWEDEN 
. APRIL, 1950. Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. sR8. 150 pages. Paper bound. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 
As in the earlier volumes of this series, these reports, prepared by British government 
representatives in the countries concerned, give full details of finance, production, 
tariff policy, trade, transport, communications and social conditions. Each volume is 
well provided with statistical tables. (330.994) (330.97291) (330.986) (330.9485) 


REPORT OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH EMPLOYMENT COUNCIL ON 
THE WORK OF THE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SERVICE, 1947-1950. 
Ministry of Labour and National Service. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 
31 pages. Paper bound. 

During the Council’s period of office, which ended on 31 March 1950, the Employ- 

ment and Training Act, 1948, came into operation. Its provisions and the administra- 

tion in connection with them are discussed in this report, together with developments 
in the service as regards vocational guidance and the employment of young workers, 

publicity, relations with industry, and similar matters. (331.112) 


TAXATION OF COMPENSATORY PAYMENTS. A Treatise dealing with 
Income Tax liability of Unusual Receipts. Carl H. Morawetz. Carswell 
(Toronto, Canada), $4.75. M8. 122 pages. 

Mr. Morawetz, a member of the Prince Edward Island Bar, is the editor of Canadian 

Current Law and has assisted in the editing of several books on Canadian law. At the 

present time, there is a great need for principles to determine what is income and what 

is capital receipt. The new Canadian Income Tax Act does not define income nor pro- 
vide a means of determining it. Unusual payments such as insurance, subsidies, com- 
pensation on expropriation, damages and interest are discussed from the common low 
barter rather than the statutory point of view. Most of the references are from English 
jurisprudence. This discussion of income tax liability of compensatory payments will 
aid both the student and the practitioner to distinguish between income receipt and 
capital receipt. (336.24) 


4 
Paper bound. (° This is the Law’ Series) 
Che subject of local rating and valuation of property in England and Wales is a com- 
plicated one for the ordinary citizen and this little book sets out to explain in simple 
language the intricacies of the system. It explains why and how rates are levied, the 
authorities responsible and the property and persons liable or exempt. In addition to 
the layman, members and officials of local authorities and others interested will find it 
a useful and concise guide. The author is an accountant and a fellow of the Institute 
of Municipal Treasurers and Auditors. (336.292) 


LOCAL RATES. J. H. Burton. Stevens & Sons, 4s. |F8. 100 pages. Index. 


PROVISIONAL CONSOLIDATED TEXT OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT 
ON TARIFFS AND TRADE AND TEXTS OF RELATED DOCUMENTS. 
Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 63 pages. Paper bound. 
(Command Paper 8048) 

Since the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade was drawn up at Geneva in October 

1947, the contracting parties (comprising the governments of thirty-three countries) 

have drawn up certain protocols amending its general clauses. This paper reproduces the 


185 








text of the General Agreement as it will read when so amended. Among the related 
documents included here is the Final Act adopted at the conclusion of the Second 
Session of the Preparatory Committee of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Employment. (337-91) 


THE COLOMBO PLAN FOR CO-OPERATIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOP=- 
MENT IN SOUTH AND SOUTH-EAST ASIA. Commonwealth Con- 
sultative Committee. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 101 pages. 27 tables. 
Paper bound. (Command Paper 8080) 

In January 1950, the Commonwealth Foreign Ministers met at Colombo to discuss the 

economic development of South and South-East Asia. In pursuance of the decisions of 

this conference a Commonwealth Consultative Committee was set up; it met for the 
first time in May and it was then decided to draw up a six-year programme of econ- 
omic development for countries in the area, including, as far as possible, foreign 
countries who were willing to co-operate. The Committee met again in London in 

September and October and considered development programmes for the Common- 

wealth countries concerned. These provided for schemes of social and economic de- 

velopment to be carried out over a period of six years beginning in 1951 and costing 
£1,868,000,000. The outlines of these vitally important plans are published in this 

Command Paper; they aim at an improvement in production, a higher standard of 

living and an all-round increase in trade, benefiting both the area in particular and the 

world in general. (338) 


NEW HORIZONS IN THE EAST. Commonwealth Consultative Com- 
mittee. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 40 pages. 26 photographs. Line 
drawings. Maps. Tables. Paper bound. 

This is a popular presentation of the Colombo plan for the economic development of 

South and South-East Asia. The text is kept to a minimum and much space is devoted 

to well presented and lucid maps, pictorial tables, etc., and there is an interesting 

collection of photographs showing some of the industries, great and small, of the area 
concerned. This would prove valuable both for the general reader and for school 


use. (338) 


GREATER PRODUCTION: ITS PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES. 


Including a Full Treatment of Incentives. W. Scott. Law Book Co. of 


Australasia (Sydney, Australia), 70s. D8. 685 pages. Tables. Appendices. 

Bibliography. Index. 
Recognizing the close relationship between prosperity and production, the author is 
concerned with the means of increasing industrial output. A large part of his book is 
devoted to the question of incentives, although the greater value of methods improve- 
ment is not disputed. As a practising management consultant, Mr. Scott would be 
expected to stress the part played by management in industrial relations. He presents 
his case with regard to the interests of employer, employee and trade union. The 
emphasis is on Australian conditions, but examples in support of the author’s argu- 
ments are drawn from the international field and his theories should be capable of 
equally wide application. Quotation is freely used and sources are acknowledged. 
There is a brief bibliography in the preliminary pages. (338.01) 
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A SURVEY OF THE TRADE IN FERTILISERS. Thirty-fourth Report of 
the Commonwealth Economic Committee. H.M. Stationery Office, 33.6d. 
sR8. 132 pages. Appendix. Paper bound. 


This report is on lines broadly similar to those of the pre-war Surveys, and presents a 
general picture of production, consumption and trade of the three main groups of 
commercial fenitinees (nitrogenous, phosphatic and potassic) in the principal countries 
concerned. After a general review, describing the main features and summarizing the 
world produc tion, trade and consumption in terms of the three plant foods and the net 
trade position of the Cc matsnapmialiin. there is a more detailed examination of the 
position in the main countries, with special reference to Commonwealth countries and 
their chief sources and markets. An appendix (containing twenty-two tables) gives 
detailed country statistics and attempts to build up a picture of international trade for 
the main types of commercial fe rtilizers entering tind channels. (338.476686) 


THE PLEASURES OF POVERTY. An Argument and an Anthology. 


Anthony Bertram. Hollis & Carter, 15s. \C8. 411 pages. Notes. Sources. 
Index. 


Mr. Bertram has arranged a selection of examples in prose and verse, mainly from 
English literature, which he regards as texts to illustrate the proposition that ‘civilized 
man has consistently expressed the belief through his religions, philosophies and 
poetry that there is more pleasure in a state of poverty than in a state of we alth’. He 
discusses the various interp ret itions and implic ations of the term ‘poverty’ and shows 
how they determined the classification of his texts. The extracts, v arying from com- 
plete poems and long prose ex: amples to single lines, are put under three headings: the 
first dealing with earthly pleasures that are not unalloyed; the second with the poverty 
of suffering, and the third with voluntary asceticism. Before each section the author 
shows how he intends it to be a part of his general evidence to support his proposition. 
Mr. Bertram eilieeé no attempt to prove that men were right in choosing poverty or 
that they lived up to their profession. He does maintain that no comparable body of 
evidence could be com piled on the pleasure of wealth. He has brought great care and 
study to his subject, and his book will be illuminating if, as he suggests, it is not re- 
garded as an anthology but is read as a continuous argument. (339.10822) 


Law 


ELEMENTS OF DRAFTING. E. L. Piesse and J. G. Smith. Stevens & Sons, 
10s. C8. 148 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


In 1941 the Law Institute Journal of Australia published a series of articles on the ele- 
ments of drafting of _s an 1 business documents, for the benefit of law students, 
which were later re -printec This book is the English edition. The subject applies 
equally to the law of both countries and, for this issue, English cases have been sub- 
stituted for Australian and some additional discussion of practical points peculiar to 
English law has been included. The book is concerned with the art of drafting rather 
than the content of drafts or the rules of interpretation. Being the first work of its kind 
published in England it should be welcomed by all concerned with the drafting of 


documents both legal and commercial. The authors are solicitors of the Supreme 


Court (340) 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL LAW. J. G. Starke. 2nd 
edition. Butterworth, 27s.6d. D8. 440 pages. Tables. Bibliographical note. 
Index. 

The value of this work lies in its clarity and simplicity. International law is an involved 

subject and much has been written upon it, but, hitherto, the needs of the inexpert 

have not been adequately met. The author, a barrister and graduate in Civil Law of 

Oxford University, provides here a practical and elementary text-book for the use of 

recruits to the diplomatic service and to the service of international institutions as well 

as for law students. It is in six parts: International law in general; States as subjects of 
international law; rights and duties of States; international transactions; disputes, war 

and neutrality; and international institutions. (341) 


PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW. Martin Wolff. 2nd edition. Oxford 
University Press, 35s. D8. 680 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The first edition of this book on English private international law or, as it is frequently 
known, the conflict of laws, was published in 1945 and the number of decisions of the 
courts and new statutes since that date have justified a new edition. ‘Conflict’ arises 
when, in legal proceedings, some foreign element is present and the question as to the 
law applicable must first be answered. This book sets out to assist in finding the answer. 
It deals comprehensively with the subject under seven headings. The introduction 
surveys the scope of the law and includes an historical survey. Secondly, the jurisdic- 
tion of the English courts is considered and reviewed. The third part is devoted to the 
general rules on conflict, while the remaining parts relate to the law of persons and 
family law, obligations, law of property and succession upon death respectively. The 
book is admirably written and is a valuable addition to the literature of this branch of 
English law and administration. (341.5) 


CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. E. W. Ridges. 8th edition by G. A. Forrest. 
Stevens & Sons, 42s. R8. $78 pages. Tables. Index. 
“Ridges” has long been accepted as a standard work on the British Constitution and 
constitutional law for students. Changes effected by case and statute law since the last 
edition was published in 1939 have been far-reaching, the more important statutory 
changes being by the Crown Proceedings Act, 1947, the British Nationality Act, 
1949, and the Representation of the People Act, 1948. These and other statutes 
together with various Letters Patent dealing with Colonial constitutions and recent 
case law have necessitated considerable rewriting and additions including new chapters 
on administrative law, delegated legislation, Judicial control of Public authorities, 
actions by and against the Crown, control of revenue and expenditure and the Judicial 
Function. Rewriting and redrafting has resulted in a division of the subject into eight 
parts—nature and sources, the Legislature, the Executive, the Judicial system, the 
Churches, the Crown and the Subject, local government and the British Empire. The 
editor of this edition is a barrister and Lecturer in Law in the University of Bristol. 
(342.42) 
A GENERATION ON TRIAL: U.S.A. Vv. ALGER Hiss. Alistair Cooke. 
Hart-Davis, 12s.6d. D8. 371 pages. Chronology. Index. 
Giving evidence before the U.S. Congressional Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties in 1948 Whittaker Chambers, an ex-Communist and spy, named, among others, 
Alger Hiss as a person who had supplied him with State Department documents and 
secrets. Hiss, a State Department official, demanded a hearing before the Committee 
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and denied the charges. After repetition of the charges in an unprivileged place he 
issued a writ against Chambers but before the hearing further evidence was produced 
resulting in Hiss being indicted for perjury. At the trial the jury disagreed but at a re- 
hearing he was found guilty and sentenced to imprisonment. The author of this book, 
a journalist and broadcaster with an international reputation, gives a full account of 
both trials preceded by a review of American politics during the past fifteen years. 
He was present in court during the trials and in compiling this record was able to draw 
upon his daily despatches for the press. Readers familiar with reports of English trials 
may find it difficult to understand how some of the evidence was accepted as relevant 
but Mr. Cooke feels it only fair to present the material as it was presented to the jury. 
The trial aroused considerable political feeling at the time and the reader of this 
impartial account may not agree with the verdict. It is a stimulating record which 
reflects the American attitude to Communism and the lengths to which a democratic 
nation will go to uproot it. (343-1) 


THE INHERITANCE OF THE COMMON LAW. Richard O’Sullivan. 
Stevens & Sons, 8s. C8. 126 pages. 
This book is the second series of the Hamlyn Lectures which are intended to further 
the knowledge among British people of our system of law. The present series consists 
of four lectures—The Concept of Man in the Common Law, a sketch of social history; 
The Family, dealing with domestic relations, touching lightly on divorce; The 
Political Community, devoted to national and positive law, relation of Church and 
State and local and central government; Law and Conscience, relating to the growth 
of equity. The author is not only a distinguished lawyer, being a King’s Counsel, 
Recorder of Derby and a Bencher of the Middle Temple, but is well known as a legal 
historian and classical scholar. His erudition is obvious throughout the lectures which 
are a joy as well as an education to read. (347) 


HAYWARD AND WRIGHT'S OFFICE OF MAGISTRATE. 8th edition by 
James Whiteside. Butterworth: Shaw, 17s.6d. C8. 308 pages. Index. 
Che office of magistrate in England is a most ancient one, originating in the fourteenth 
century, the holder of which has many important functions, both judicial and adminis- 
trative. The majority of magistrates are without legal training and this work is a law 
book designed for their use and guidance. It is, in fact, a concise manual of the law 
which a magistrate is called upon to administer. It deals, among other matters, with his 
jurisdiction and the functions of his court and his clerk, procedure, appeals, indictable 
offences, juvenile courts, domestic proceedings, etc. It is clearly written and easy to 
consult and will adequately serve the needs, not only of lay magistrates, but also of all 
students wishing to learn something of this aspect of the administration of justice. The 
editor of the present edition, which has been revised and brought up to date, is a 
solicitor and Clerk to the Justices, Exeter. (347.96) 


Administration 

THE COLONIAL SERVICE AS A CAREER. Kenneth Bradley. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 2s. D8. 68 pages. 29 photographs. Line illustrations. 
Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

This useful publication, whose scope is adequately indicated by its title, outlines the 

work of the Colonial Service and discusses the qualifications required in anyone enter- 

ing it and the life he may expect. The present developments within the Common- 

wealth are outlined and some idea of future administrative problems touched upon. 
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The photographs include some typical scenes and people of the Colonial Empire and 
there are attractive line illustrations and a useful annotated bibliography. (354.428) 
Military Science: Ranks 
THE BATON. An Historical Study of the Marshalate. Wilfred C. Rundle. 
William Clowes, 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 94 pages. Appendix. 
In this small book the author has succeeded in assembling a mass of information about 
the origin and history of the Baton and Marshalate. The information is made more 
attractive by being interspersed with biographical sketches and anecdotes. After a short 
general historical survey of the office of Marshal in feudal times, the author treats 
France, Austria, Germany and Great Britain separately, studying the rank of Marshal 
in detail. A final chapter deals with the rank in other countries, and the book concludes 
with an appendix listing British Field-Marshals from 1736 when the rank was intro- 
duced into the British Army. When considering the title of Marshal in the four senior 
ranks in the Royal Air Force, it cannot be agreed that the social practice is to refer to 
them all by the historic title of ‘Marshal’; this is reserved for the two senior ranks, and 
even then is not always used. (355.33) 
Social Welfare 
LEGAL AID UNDER THE LEGAL AID AND ADVICE ACT, 1949. 
Prepared by the Law Society. H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. sR8. 170 pages. 
Index. 
Under an Act of Parliament of 1949 legal aid and advice is made more readily available 
for persons of small or moderate means in England and Wales, the cost being wholly 
or partly met out of public funds. The Law Socicty recently prepared a scheme of 
administration and this work, also prepared by that Society, consists of a collection of 
documents relevant to the administration of the plan. It contains the Act itself, orders 
bringing the scheme into operation, general regulations under which it is operated, the 
Law Society’s scheme, already mentioned, and a collection of legal forms. A most 
valuable part of the work is a general index to all the documents. The collection forms 
a useful handbook on the subject and will be invaluable to legal advisers and others 
concerned. (361.4) 


REPORT OF THI AFTER-CARE COMMITTEE OI! THE SCOTTISH 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CHILD CARE. Scottish Home Department. 
H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 4d. sR8. 12 pages. Paper bound. 

The Committee was set up in 1948 to consider what further arrangements should be 

made for the welfare of persons over compulsory school age who were or had been in 

the care of Scottish local authorities or voluntary organizations and who were taking 
up employment or undergoing further training or education. The recommendations 

of the Committee are given in this report. (362.70941) 


THE INDISCRETIONS OF A MAGISTRATE. Thoughts on the Work of the 
Juvenile Court. Basil L. Q. Henriques. Harrap, 8s.6d. 1C8. 192 pages. 
Appendix. Index. 

The author of this book, a well-known London magistrate, has been called upon on 

numerous occasions to lecture in England, Australia, New Zealand, the United States 

and Sweden on juvenile delinquency. These lectures now appear in book form to 
which criticisms, not possible during the delivery of the lectures, have been added. 

The author explains the make-up and functions of the Juvenile Courts and discusses 
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the cases which come before them, their diagnosis, cause and treatment. In a final 
chapter he considers the remedies. The book is a worthy account of the work of a 
kindly and humane man in which he discusses many problems common to all those 
who have the welfare of the young at heart. (364.52) 


LEADERSHIP IN BOYS’ CLUBS. J. P. Marindin. Oxford University Press, 
2s.6d. 79 pages. Tables. 4 appendices, including bibliography. Paper 
bound (Social Science Studies) 

Most of this book was written in Africa, often at a boys’ club camp out in the bush. 

It is intended mainly ‘for those anxious to start boys’ clubs in countries where little or 

nothing has been done’ in this direction. The value of boys’ clubs is explained, and 

methods of running them are suggested. The importance of the leader’s part is em- 
phasized throughout, beth in the development of the club and in its day-to-day 

activities. (369.42) 

Education 

THE EDUCATION AUTHORITIES DIRECTORY AND ANNUAL, 1950. 
School Government Publishing Co., 21s. sD8. 532 pages. 

This forty-cighth annual volume of a useful reference book provides a list of personnel 

and departmental details of the Ministry of Education and Inspectorate; Government 

Departments, with addresses and telephone numbers; particulars of Local Education 

Authorities in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland; lists of secondary, 

grammar and technical schools, Training Colleges, Schools of Art, Arts and Crafts, 

Music, Trade and Technical Institutions, and Polytechnics; Universities and Colleges 

in the British Isles; Institutions for the Blind and other handicapped students; Home 

Office Children’s Department: Approved Schools; County and Rural Libraries; 

Education Departments of self-governing Dominions; and names and addresses of 

education societies. In addition there are authoritative articles on education in England 

and Wales in 1949, visual aids in education, school broadcasting, and a Diary of 

Coming Events in Education for 1951. (370.58) 


juniors. A Book for Junior School Parent-Teacher Groups. George H. 
Pumphrey. Livingstone, 8s.6d. C8. 178 pages. Frontispiece and 14 photo- 
graphs. 6 appendices. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

In his introduction, Mr. Pumphrey, who is Headmaster of the Powell County Primary 

School at Dover, Kent, says that his book is written for the parents and teachers of 

children between the ages of seven and eleven years, and that one of his main objects 

has been to let parents know how and why various subjects are taught in Junior Schools 
today, since teaching methods have changed since most of the parents themselves were 
at school. The book could form a basis for informed discussion at Parent-Teacher 
group meetings, treating as it does such subjects as the child’s health, mental develop- 
ment, sex education, discipline, reading in and out of school, cinema-going, and the 
radio. Sir Cyril Burt, Professor of Psychology in the University of London, contri- 

butes a Foreword. (372) 

EDUCATION THROUGH EXPERIENCE IN THE INFANT SCHOOL 
YEARS. Edna Mellor. Blackwell (Oxford), 12s.6d. 1C8. 262 pages. Frontis- 
piece and 35 plates. Appendix. 

Students, teachers and parents will find in this book a comprehensive account of all 


that is best in modern methods in education in infant schools. It is based on a philo- 
sophy of education tested by wide experience as a teacher in infant schools, as a lecturer 
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at the Froebel Training College, Bedford, and as Inspector of Infant and Nursery 
Schools under the Manchester Local Education Authority. Part I examines the founda- 
tions on which the work in the schools, dealt with in Part II, is based—the home, the 
neighbourhood, and education in the pre-school years. Part II opens with a discussion 
of the function of the school, and proceeds to a consideration of how to provide for the 
child’s physical, intellectual, social, emotional and spiritual development during 
the infant school years. The appendix contains references to the many works quoted 
in the text. (372.2) 


THE PRIMARY SCHOOL IN SCOTLAND. A Memorandum on the 
Curriculum. Scottish Education Department. H.M. Stationery Office 
(Edinburgh), 2s.6d. L.Post 8. 131 pages. Paper bound. 

This memorandum was begun in 1942 by a Panel of Inspectors selected by the Depart- 

ment, and deals mainly with questions of curriculum and methods of teaching children 

up to eleven years of age. There are separate chapters on individual subjects, and others 
on general questions, such as aural and visual aids, homework and leisure occupations, 
the special needs of the able, the retarded and the backward child, the rural school, 
staffing and the nursery school. Group and individual methods receive full support, 
and ‘a principle which has been kept prominently in mind is that the curriculum 
should be thought of in terms of activity and experience’. (372.941) 


Postage Stamps 
HANDBOOK OF BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS IN CURRENT USE, 
SEPTEMBER, 1949. Comprising Historical, Geographical and General 
Information obtained from Official and other Reliable Sources. Compiled 
by R. Courtney Cade for the Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 
38.6d. sF4. 104 pages. Illustrations. Paper bound. 
The purpose of this handbook, addressed chiefly to the non-specialist, is to describe 
very briefly the subjects depicted on the postage stamps of the regular issues current in 
September 1949 of each of the Colonies, Protectorates, Protected States and Trustee- 
ship Territorics with which the Colonial Office is concerned. Such particulars of each 
country as are usually of interest to collectors of stamps have been added, e.g. the 
status, location and size of each territory, the number of inhabitants, the currency in 
which the stamp values are expressed, etc. and, for the benefit of those interested in 
postal markings, the names of the post offices at which stamps are normally on sale. 
(383.22) 
Railways 
SCOTTISH RAILWAYS. O.S. Nock. Nelson, 18s. sR8. 224 pages. 30 plates 
(14 in colour). 16 line illustrations. Appendices. 
Mr. Nock, who writes as an engineer and as a frank enthusiast for steam railways, 
rightly emphasizes at the outset of his book that ‘over the border’ into Scotland has 
always meant excitement. If it is true to some extent today, it was even more so before 
nationalization, and most of all so in the palmy era before the 1914 war, the days of 
separate companies, spotless engines, and full-blooded competition. Mr. Nock’s 
survey is comprehensive, rather than nostalgic. It comprises the history of the various 
lines from their earliest days; the system of railway operation past and present; the 
difficulties of the hilly northern areas; the civil engineering feats involved in construc- 
tion and maintenance; and it includes an account of locomotive performance which 
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stretches back to and beyond the famous days of the ‘Eighties and Nineties’. That was 
the time of the racing north between the eastern and western routes, in which risks 
were run which would certainly not be tolerated today. This is a pleasant and carefully 
written book, designed not for the technician but for what could fairly be termed the 
‘informed hyman’. Of these there is a surprising number, all of whom will rejoice at 
the sixteen small locomotive outlines which adorn the text. (385.0941) 


Legends 


ENGLISH LEGENDS. Henry Bett. Illustrated from drawings by Eric 
Fraser. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. 158 pages. 13 plates (including coloured 
frontispiece). Notes. Index. 

For this book Dr. Bett has delved deeply into the lore of England. To illumine these 

legends he brings a lifetime of learning leavened with a romantic and questing spirit. 

He peoples green hills with fairies, dark pools with kelpies and remote pathways with 

grey monks and gleaming knights. The Celts may protest that, in his enthusiasm, Dr. 

Bett has trespassed over the Welsh border for some of his rich pastures. But such tres- 

pass only adds distinction to a work which is yet another valuable addition to that 

body of literature that commits the abundant treasures of Britain’s folk-lore to the safe 

keeping of posterity. (398.220942) 


PURE SCIENCE 


THE ART OF SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION. W. I. B. Beveridge. 
Heinemann, 10s.6d. D8. 183 pages. Frontispiece. Plates. Portraits. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

There is acommon misapprehension that scientific research is carried out in a rigorous, 

methodical fashion, paying particular attention to rules laid down in books on 

“Scientific Method’. Professor Beveridge describes research as it really is—a blend of 

intuition and imagination under the control of reason: in fact, an art. He sets out 

clearly the roles played in research by experiment and theory, observation and ima- 
gination, chance and planning, and the personality of the individual scientist. Although 
intended in the first place for the young scientist about to take up research work, this 
book should reach a far wider public—the director of research, the industrialist, and 
those members of the general public who have a keen interest in the achievements of 
science and who wish to understand something of the methods by which they are 
brought about. The author is Professor of Animal Pathology and Director of the 

Institute of Animal Pathology, University of Cambridge. Most of his examples are 

taken from the branches of science in which his main interest lies, but the conclusions 

are valid for scientific research in general. The treatment emphasizes the human 
element, and the book makes easy reading. ($07.2) 


SCIENCE PAST AND PRESENT. F. Sherwood Taylor. 2nd edition. Heine- 


mann, 12s.6d. D8. 378 pages. Frontispiece (time chart). 80 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 


Dr. Taylor, former Director of the Museum of the History of Science, Oxford, and 
recently appointed Director of the Science Museum, London, has earned a well- 
deserved reputation for his work in the history of science, and his expositions of 
science for the layman. The first edition (1945) of Science Past and Present was one of 
the works on which that reputation is based. This new edition is greatly enlarged and 
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revised, and fully deserves the praise given to the first edition as one of the best his- 
tories of science written for the layman. The general arrangement of the book is in- 
teresting, each chapter opens with an outline of its topic, and follows with short 
extracts from the original works of the great scientists of the past. In addicion, many 
of the original figures and plates are reproduced. That the technologica! aspects are 
not neglected is witnessed by the chapters on steam, electricity, and transport; and the 
last two chapters, on the nature and functions of science, introduce the reader to more 
philosophical problems. The book is excellently produced. (509) 


Mathematics 


CHAMBERS S$ SHORTER SIX-FIGURE MATHEMATICAL TABLES. 
Compiled by L. J. Comrie. Chambers, 12s.6d. sC4. 413 pages. 
An outstandingly convenient and legible set of six-figure tables by a world-wide 
authority. It includes logarithms and natural values of the trigonometrical functions 
with sexagesimal arguments, and natural values of the circular functions with radian 
arguments; common and natural logarithms, expotential hyperbolic functions with 
their inverses; powers, roots, etc. of natural numbers; together with full explanatory 
text and tables of interpolation coefficients, etc. The selection of tables covers all 
ordinary needs, and no tables to equal these in clarity of layout can be expected for a 
long time. The book is essential to all who do a moderate amount of calculation or 
more. (510.83) 


Astronomy 
APPARENT PLACES OF FUNDAMENTAL STARS, 1951. Containing the 
1,535 stars in the Third Fundamental Catalogue (FK 3) of the Berliner 
Jahrbuch. The Admiralty. H.M. Stationery Office, sos. slmp8. $78 pages. 
Paper bound. 
This volume, containing the mean and apparent places for 1951 of the 1,535 stars in 
the Dritter Fundamentalkatalog des Berliner Astronomischen Jahrbuchs, has been produced 
through the co-operation of the six principal almanac offices, under the auspices of the 
International Astronomical Union. An explanatory introduction has been translated 
into French, German, Spanish and Russian. Following the main body of information 
are seven tables concerning short-period terms of nutation; sidereal time at o*; con- 
version of mean solar to sidereal time and of sidereal to mean solar time; conversion 
of hours, minutes and seconds to decimals of a day; second difference correction; and 
diurnal aberration. There is an index to the section on apparent places of stars. (528) 


Physics 

PHYSICS IN CHEMICAL INDUSTRY. R.C. L. Bosworth. Foreword by 
E. K. Rideal. Macmillan, 70s. M8. 948 pages. Illustrations. Charts. Tables. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. List of Symbols. 

Dr. Bosworth wrote this book while on the research staff of an Australian sugar refin- 

ing company. It is intended to encourage a closer relation between academic science 

and chemical industry. It gives the student and industrialist a knowledge of those 

physical phenomena which are at the basis of most industrial chemical processes, and 

indicates to the academic scientist some of the more pressing technological problems. 

The book covers, in considerable detail, (1) the mathematical study of observation, 

especially statistical methods, (2) the properties of matter, particularly ‘natural’ 
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materials, (3) the movement of matter, e.g. diffusion, and (4) measuring, recording and 
controlling instruments. The manuscript was completed in 1945. (530) 


SPACE-TIME STRUCTURE. Erwin Schrédinger. Cambridge University 
Press, 128.64. D8. 127 pages. Tables. 
A new and original investigation of the geometry of the space-time continuum under- 
lying Einstein’s general theory of relativity. That theory concerned gravitation and a 
further development to include electromagnetic phenomena is required. Professor 
Schrédinger therefore devotes particular attention to affine connection and discusses 
this before introducing the Riemannian metric which is basic in Einstein’s general 
theory of 1915. The book is highly mathematical. (530.1) 


THE THEORY OF VIBRATIONS FOR ENGINEERS. E. B. Cole. 2nd, 
revised, edition. Crosby, Lockwood, 18s. D8. 348 pages. Plates. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This book is suitable for engineering degree students, a useful feature being the provi- 

sion of examples at the end of many of the chapters; the working out is given where 

necessary. Mathematics up to an elementary knowledge of calculus only is required. 

The work should appeal to engineers interested in the design of compression ignition 

engines. It is easy to read and clearly written. (531.32) 


A TEXTBOOK OF PHYSICS FOR STUDENTS OF SCIENCE AND EN- 
GINEERING. Part IV. sounp. J. Duncan and S. G. Starling. 2nd, revised, 
edition. Macmillan, 5s. D8. 117 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. 
Index. 

This edition of Part IV of the authors’ comprehensive work on physics has been 

revised completely. The revision consists mainly of additions which chiefly relate to 

the continuous flow in heat measurements, the latest velocity of light measurements, 
and principles of radar and of artificial radio-activity. The standard remains that 
required by students preparing for University Intermediate examinations, for the 

City and Guilds of London Institute examination in Electrical Engineering (Grade 1), 

and for entering for appointments in the Army, Navy and Civil Service. (534) 


Chemistry 
NEGATIVE IONS. H.S. W. Massey. 2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 
12s.6d. D8. 150 pages. 31 diagrams. 8 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
(Cambridge Monographs on Physics) 
A survey of present knowledge of the phenomena concerning simpler negative ions, 
making use of the theoretical methods of quantum theory. Ion clusters and high 
pressure phenomena are excluded from the study. The chief developments which have 
occurred since the first edition of this book was published in 1938 have been in applica- 
tions to the interpretation of terrestrial, solar and stellar atmospheric phenomena, and 
the final chapter of the present volume has therefore largely been rewritten to take 
account of these. The chapter subjects are negative atomic ions, negative molecular 
ions, modes of formation of negative ions, detachment of electrons from negative 
ions and negative ions in glow discharges and in the atmospheres of the earth, sun and 
stars. The first four chapters need only small modifications and additions. The author 
is Quain Professor of Physics at University College, London. ($41.2) 
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ADVANCES IN RADIOCHEMISTRY AND IN THI METHODS OF 
PRODUCING RADIOELEMENTS BY NEUTRON IRRADIATION. 
Engelbert Broda. Cambridge University Press, 15s. D8. 164 pages. Tables. 
Indexes. References. (Cambridge pe ncltalee on Physics) 

Radiochemistry is defined as being the chemistry of bodies which are detected through 

their nuclear radiations. This book is concerned mainly with the advances made 

since 1928-36) although attention has been given to earlier work of fundamental 
importance) and deals with the production of radio-elements as well as with their 
chemical properties, but a knowledge of the basic facts of radioactivity is presumed. 

The ground covered is the role of the chemical differences between isotopes in radio- 

chemistry, the distribution of tracer quantities between solids and liquids, tracer 

quantities in gases, the electrochemistry of radio-elements, the production of radio- 
elements by nuclear synthesis, the chemical aspects of nuclear fission, new radio-elements 
of special interest, specific radiochemical effects, and new developments in the tech- 

nique of radiochemical measurement. There is a comprehensive list of references, a 

subject index and an author index. The subject matter is based largely upon experience 

gained by the author as a radiochemist working in the Cavendish laboratory in the 

years 1914-46. (541.38) 


HANDBOOK OF CHEMICAL METHODS FOR THE DETERMINATION 
OF URANIUM IN MINERALS AND ORES. Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research: Chemical Research Laboratory. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1s. SR8. 26 pages. 6 figures. Paper bound. 

This handbook has been prepared for the guidance of analytical chemists in the choice 

of a suitable method for use with the varied types of uraniferous materials which may 

be encountered. The methods described are designed to deal with practically any 
mineral or ore containing from o*1 per cent U3O, up to high grade pitchblende ore 
which may contain 80 per cent U,O4. The pamphlet covers the preparation of samples 
for analysis; decomposition and sition of minerals and ores; separation of uranium 
in solution from other metals; determination of uranium; and working details of 
analytical procedures. (543.6) 


Climate 
CLIMATE IN EVERYDAY LIFE. C. E. P. Brooks. Benn, 21s. sD8. 314 pages. 
Charts. Maps. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

This book by a former Assistant Director of the Meteorological Office has grown out 
of an essay on ‘Industrial Climatology’. It is in three parts: the first describes types of 
climate and how to site and design buildings to suit weather conditions; the second 
discusses the effect of weather on manufactured goods, the smoke evil and climatic 
accidents; the third discusses various aspects and problems of climate control. (551.5) 


Archaeology: Primitive Weaving 

STUDIES IN PRIMITIVE LOOMS. H. Ling Roth. 3rd edition. Bankfield 
Museum (Halifax), 18s.6d. IM8. 162 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Tables. 
Diagrams. 

The author was Keeper of the Bankfield Museum, Halifax, when this treatise was 

originally written and published in the Journal of the Royal Anthropological 

Institute (Vols. XLVI-XLVIII, 1916-18). The third edition now contains the original 

text with an enlarged index. The author traces the earliest developments of the loom 
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as found in the ancient Egyptian, Greek, Roman and American civilizations, placing 


weaving in the direct line of evolution from wattle and mat work. At the same time he 
demonetr: ates their relation to the methods known to have been still in use in the more 
remote parts of Asia and the Pacific islands during the last century. (571.54) 


Natural History 
ISLAND OF SKOMER. A Preliminary Survey of the Natural History of 
Skomer Island, Pembrokeshire, undertaken for the West Wales Field 
Society and edited by John Buxton and R. M. Lockley. Staples Press, 18s. 
D8. 164 pages. 26 illustrations. 3 folding maps. Appendices. Bibliography. 
Index. 
Skomer, the island which forms the subject of the excellent biological survey con- 
tained in this volume, lies off the south-west tip of Wales, and is one of a group of 
islands which have been studied, inhabited and written about by R. M. Lockley over 
a period of some years. The present volume is as complete a survey as could be made of 
the zoology, botany, geology and general ecology of the island, during the seven 
months of its occupation by the group of naturalists of whom the authors were the 
leaders. Readable, scientifically expert, well documented and beautifully produced, 
this is everything that the modern short-term scientific field book should be, and 
deserves to be widely studied wherever biology and natural history are seriously 
considered. (574.94299) 


Botany 
WILD FLOWERS OF THE CAPE PENINSULA. Mary Maytham Kidd. 
Oxf wd University Press (Cape Town, South Africa), 63s. D8. 94 leaves. 
94 colour plates. Indexes. 
It is estimated that more than two thousand different wild flowers are still to be found 
in the Cape Peninsula. The aim of the artist is to provide a guide, especially for begin- 
ners, to more than eight hundred species, almost all indigenous, to be found in this 
area, arranging them as far as possible in months of flowering and localities. The text 
accompanying the colour plates gives the Latin name of each plant and its family, 
notes on its nature and habivs, comparative frequency of occurrence, and approximate 
height. Separate indexes are provided for scientific names, common names, families 
and genera. Since the artist lays no claim to being an expert botanist, the text and 
nomenclature and the identification of specimens have been produced under the super- 
vision of Captain Salter, one of the leading botanists at the Cape. There is an introduc- 
tion by the late General Smuts. (581.9687) 


COMMON BRITISH FUNGI. A Guide to the More Common Large 
Basidiomycetes of the British Isles. E. M. Wakefield and R. W. G. Dennis. 
Gawthorn, 35s. R8. 290 pages. 111 colour plates. 6 text figures. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

300ks on fungi are by no means so common as those dealing with plants and trees, 

und the present volume is a most valuable addition to the naturalist’s library. Written 

by two members of the staff of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, it is remarkable for 
the number and excellence of its colour plates, in which some four hundred and 
seventy of the British Basidiomycetes are illustrated. The descriptions are brief, but 
contain all that is necessary for identification, while notes on other, closely related 
species are included. Such is the distribution of fungi that this book will be of great 
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interest and value in many parts of the world outside Britain, but especially in northern 
and western Europe. In addition to the descriptive material there are short, succinct 
chapters on the structure, classification, and collection of fungi, and allied subjects, 
while there is a good bibliography, an index, and a most interesting list in which data 
about the actual specimens illustrated are also given. (589.21) 
Zoology 
SPOTLIGHT ON ANIMALS. Chapman Pincher. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. sD8. 
188 pages. Frontispiece. 14 illustrations. Drawings in text. Tables. Index. 
Well known in Britain as a scientific journalist, the author has here retained the 
staccato newspaper style, which makes for rapid and easy reading. The book consists 
of a series of short articles dealing with many aspects of animal life. Especially, it deals 
with new and curious information about the senses and habits of animals, which has 
come to light as a result of recent research, and it is thus devoid of that repetition of 
information which is found in so many similar books. The speed of insect wings; new 
ideas on bird migration; problems of oyster fisheries; and the palatability of wild birds, 
are typical of the forty-six subjects, to each of which a separate article is devoted. 
(591.5) 


MORE ABOUT BIRDS. E. W. Hendy. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. D8. 
224 pages. 15 plates. Index. 
Chiefly concerned with the birds of south-west Britain, this is a typical bird book of 
the modern kind, based in the first place on the author’s own field notes, and backed 
by the ever-accumulating mass of accurate, scientific knowledge now available on 
every branch of ornithology. Writing on migration in East Devon, for example, Mr. 
Hendy quotes numerous local records, adds his own observations and considers them 
against the general theories of migration. But he is not only concerned with the field 
aspects of his subject, for there are chapters—especially interesting to the overseas 
reader—on Bird Books, on Richard Jefferies, Names and Nomenclature, and a 
valuable consideration of modern scientific ornithology itself. (598.2942) 


THE BEGINNER'S INTRODUCTION TO BRITISH GULLS. BooksI and II. 
Robin Harrison. Vawser & Wiles, 1s.6d. each. sC8. 28 pages. Frontispiece. 
4 colour plates by Roland Green. Drawings in text. Paper bound. 
These two little books mark a new departure in handbooks for those interested in 
birds, for they are small, very simple, and really clear in what they set out to do. Each 
has four colour plates by Roland Green, and these are reinforced by detailed drawings, 
the whole being specifically intended to enable rapid identification to be made 
possible. The gulls are a difficult group even for the quite experienced ornithologist, 
and the inclusion of some of the Continental species as well as those found most 
commonly round Britain will give these books a wide range of usefulness abroad. 


(598.42) 
USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medicine Protection of Human Life 
LIFE AMONG THE DOCTORS. Paul de Kruif, in collaboration with Rhea 
de Kruif. Jonathan Cape, 16s. 1C8. 479 pages. Bibliographical note. Index. 
In racy American style, not admitting of a moment’s boredom, the author of The 


Microbe Hunters and well-known contributor to the Readers’ Digest, recounts some of 
the amazing American victories of the last twenty years over disease. Here they are 
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described as the results of long, lone battles waged against suffering, poverty, con- 
servatism and officialdom, generally by one man with ideas and enthusiasm, sup- 
ported by a small and enthusiastic staff. Among the most exciting chapters in a book 
fascinating to the layman are those describing the development of new treatment 
against fatal sub-acute bacterial endocarditis, rheumatic fever and multiple sclerosis. 
De Kruif makes it clear throughout that in the United States one momentous battle 
still remains to be won, and in this he himself, a humanitarian, is a fighter against ‘a 
medical dole’ for the people, and state control of medicine, on which subjects at least 
he agrees with the American Medical Association. (610) 
THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MEDICAL PRACTICE. 2nd edition. 
Under the general editorship of The Rt. Hon. Lord Horder. Butterworth, 
£39 for 12 vols. and Index. R8. Vol. 2, APHASIA TO BOILS AND 
CARBUNCLES; Vol. 3, BONE DISEASES TO COR PULMONALE., 60s. 
per vol. 770 : 724 pages. Illustrations, including coloured plates. References. 
Index. 
The Encyclopaedia continues to provide comprehensive articles on common patho- 
logical conditions and diseases and to combine these with well chosen contributions 
on subjects of topical interest, all written by authorities in their particular fields. As 
examples of standard topics in these two volumes, mention can be made of Arthritis- 
Rheumatoid by W. S$. Copeman, Blood Examination by C. J. C. Britton, Cataract by 
Sir Stewart Duke-Elder and Cholera by Sir Leonard Rogers, while subjects of current 
interest are represented in such contributions as those of J. F. Loutit, Director of the 
Medical Research Council Radiobiological Research Unit, Harwell, on Atomic Energy 
and Sir Harold Whittingham on Aviation Medicine. The Encyclopaedia has space also 
for a third group of often particularly well-written articles on subjects less widely 
encountered and of great intrinsic interest, such as those on Arthropods in Health and 
Disease by R. M. Gordon, Caisson Disease by S. G. Rainsford and Chigoe Disease by 
H. S. Stannus. Reference to this fine edition is in itself a pleasure. (610.3) 
INVESTIGATIONS ON BUILDING FIRES. Part III. RADIATION FROM 
BUILDING FIRES. R. C. Bevan and C. T. Webster for the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research: Building Research Station. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s. SR8. 28 pages. 10 figures. 9 tables. References. 3 appen- 
dices. Paper bound. (National Building Studies Technical Paper No. $) 
The importance of radiation as a contributory factor to spread of fire is not always 
fully appreciated; this report deals with the fundamental aspects of the question under 
the headings: General Considerations; Intensity of Radiation and Configuration 
Factor; Application of Principles; Relation to Practical Conditions; Relation of Con- 
figuration Factor to Building Density; and Applications of Principles to Practical 
Requirements. The appendices deal with the Configuration Factor; Gold Disc Thermo- 
couples; and Reduction of Radiation Intensity by Fire-resisting Glass. (614.84) 
REPORT OF THE FIRE RESEARCH BOARD, WITH THE REPORT OF 
THE DIRECTOR OF FIRE RESEARCH, FOR THE YEAR 1949. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire Offices’ Com- 
mittee. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.od. sR8. 48 pages. 8 plates. 8 figures. 
g tables. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. 
As in previous years the report covers studies of outbreaks of fire; initiation, growth, 


and suppression of fire, and the behaviour of materials in fires; structural aspects of fires 
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in buildings; special fire hazards; and fire fighting equipment and technique. The 
Director’s Report stresses the number of short term investigations and tests that have 
been carried out, but records that it has also been possible to start some basic studies; 
it is hoped that this side of the work will be extended. (614.84) 


LECTURE NOTES ON PHARMACOLOGY. J. H. Burn. 2nd edition. Black- 
well (Oxford), 6s. C8. 144 pages. Index. 
Since the appearance of the first edition in 1948 Professor Burn’s small book has 
established itself as a standard textbook in medical schools in the United Kingdom. 
As Professor of Pharmacology in the University of Oxford, whose students attend a 
course of forty-two lectures in pharmacology and also a practical class, he wrote this 
concise and clear digest to aid those preparing for examinations. He considers that the 
use of such a basic guide in addition to the more comprehensive works in pharmacology 
should raise the students’ standard of knowledge. (615.1) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN PHYSICAL MEDICINE. Edited by Francis Bach. 
Churchill, 27s.6d. D8. 506 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. References. Index. 
(Recent Advances Series) 

Dr. Bach, Physician, Rheumatic Unit, St. Stephen’s Hospital, Chelsea, has assembled 

contributions from a distinguished team representing all branches of the wide subject 

of physical medicine. Following a general section, specialists in electrodiagnosis, elec- 
trotherapy, hydrotherapy, massage and manipulation, remedial work, exercises, and 
occupational therapy, describe physical methods. In Section 3 contributors deal with 
the practice of physical medicine, in the various specialties of medicine and surgery, in 
childhood and old age. Those responsible for hospital development will be interested 
in the section on the organization of a Physical Medicine Department; for those 
interested in medical education there is useful information on the training of doctor 
and physiotherapist. Rehabilitation both in industry and in rehabilitation centres, and 
the employment and resettlement of disabled persons are also considered, as are the 
application of physical medicine in schools, the army and in industry. The young 
consultant and the practitioner should find in this comprehensive review a means of 


keeping abreast of recent advances. (615.8) 


STUDIES IN PATHOLOGY. Presented to Peter MacCallum. Edited by 
E. S. J. King, T. E. Lowe and L. B. Cox. Melbourne University Press 
(Melbourne, Australia); Cambridge University Press, 35s. M8. 350 pages. 
Plates. Diagrams. Bibliographies. Index. 

Professor P. MacCallum who recently retired from the Department of Pathology in 

the University of Melbourne, influenced many students, now scattered in all parts of 

the globe, during the twenty-five years of his tenure of the chair. To mark the occasion 
of the retirement of this well-known and stimulating teacher, some of his students 
decided to contribute to a commemorative volume. Since it is only to be expected 
that their interest in so broad a field as pathology should range over a large field, this 
volume reflects a heterogencity of interest ranging from a consideration of the con- 
tribution of pathology to biology to essays dealing with special subjects such as angio- 
genesis, metaplasia, haemosiderosis and myocardial infarction. In addition there are 
papers dealing with more general problems, such as visceral change in rheumatoid 
arthritis, glycogen in liver cells and tuberculosis in childhood. There is a list of sub- 


$ 
1d 


scribers and contributors at the end of the book. (616.04) 
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CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE. James W. Brown. 2nd edition. Staples 
Press, 30s. D8. 358 plates. 128 illustrations and diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Brown in this monograph records the results of his experience as physician to the 
Grimsby General Hospital and to rheumatism and heart clinics in that neighbourhood. 
Since the appearance of the first edition in 1939, there have been important advances 
in the surgical treatment of congenital heart diseases and in methods of diagnosis which 
have stimulated interest in the early recognition of abnormalities. Although to include 
the new material the book has been largely rewritten and the comprehensive biblio- 
graphy has been brought up to date, the author stresses in the introduction that he here 
describes clinical aspects of the subject of which he himself has had experience and that 
topics such as angiocardiography, still rapidly advancing, with which he is not himself 
fully acquainted, are briefly mentioned. He deals fully with diagnosis by simple pro- 
cedures available to clinicians. The book is a convenient size and well documented. 
(616.12) 
FOOD POISONING. Its Nature, History and Causation. Measures for its 
Prevention and Control. Elliot B. Dewberry. Foreword by Gerald R. 
Leighton. 3rd edition. Leonard Hill, 17s.6d. D8. 350 pages. 23 illustrations. 
lables. Diagrams. References. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 
In this very practical handbook the author’s aim is to present in a readable form the 
fundamental information relating to the various kinds of food poisoning, a subject 
which has increased in importance in the United Kingdom during the last few years. 
In the third edition the latest information is incorporated and stress is laid on subjects 
that have recently been given prominence in the technical press, such as ice cream, 
food handlers and food hygiene. The book is divided into three parts: Part 1 deals 
principally with bacterial food poisoning, modes of infection and prevention and 
control; Part 2, with staphylococcus food poisoning, contamination by poisonous 
metallic salts, poisonous plants, fungi and fish, and food allergy; Part 3 with botulism 
and the laboratory investigation of food poisoning cases. References at the end of each 
chapter cover the history of the subject and are of special interest, as is the historical 
introduction. (616.3) 


Engineering: Mechanical 
RIPPER S HEAT ENGINES. William Ripper. Revised by A. T. J. Kersey. 
3rd edition. Longmans, Green, 7s.6d. C8. 372 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 
Diagrams. Index. 
The late William Ripper, Professor of Engineering in Sheffield University, wrote 
well-known text-books on steam engines. Mr. A. T. J. Kersey was Principal of the 
Royal Technical College, Salford, for many years. He specialized in automobile 
enginecring and during the Second World War taught at the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College, Bristol University. This new edition, about twenty-five pages 
longer than the previous edition of 1939, includes more modern practice in boilers, 
steam turbine and internal combustion engines, paying special attention to fuel con- 
servation, a subject of great importance today. Gas turbines are only just referred to 
in the last two pages. (621.112) 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING DESIGN MANUAL. S. Parker Smith and 
M. G. Say. 2nd, revised, edition. Chapman & Hall, 16s. D8. 272 pages. 
Tables. Diagrams. Index. 
A second edition of a book (first published in 1934) written by two Professors with 
long experience in the teaching of electrical design. Part | deals with the design of 
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electrical machines, while in Part II electric railway working, field plotting and trans- 
mission line diagrams are discussed. The material is intended for students rather than 
for designers and specialists. (621.3004) 


RADIO LABORATORY HANDBOOK. M. G. Scroggie. sth edition. Iliffe, 
for Wireless World, 15s. F8. 464 pages. 46 illustrations. 169 diagrams. 
Tables. Appendices. Index. 

Little introduction is needed for so well-known a classic as this. First published in 

1938, it has been deservedly popular for general information in its field. The author 

has himself spent much time in laboratories and claims that he has written for both 

professional engineers and amateur experimenters. While he fears that he will be 
unable to interest all the people all the time, he certainly achieves his object of interest- 
ing all the people some of the time, and covers in the one volume such diverse subjects 
as Premises and Layout and V.H.F. measurements. Opportunity has been taken in the 
present edition (the last was published in 1948) to add new material, in particular to 
give the more recent developments in oscillator design. An appendix also gives a short 
explanation of the rationalized M.K.S. system of units, although the C.G.S. system is 
retained in the main part of the book. (621.384) 


THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF RADIO AND TELEVISION. A Complete 
Alphabetical Reference to all Aspects of Modern Radio Technology. 
Technical Consultant: J. H. Reyner. Odhams Press, 12s.6d. sD8. 768 pages. 
Illustrations. Charts. Tables. Diagrams. 


It is always difficult to know what to leave out of an encyclopaedia. In this instance the 
editor has been helped by the restricted scope, as most works of this type cover radio 
as a part of electrical engineering, and he has been able to use his available space to 
good advantage. The entries are arranged alphabetically on the ‘all through’ system 
and the cross-referencing is adequate. A collection of useful formulae, etc., is included. 
The work will be of most use to the enthusiastic amateur, for the information on any 
one subject is likely to be insufficient for the professional engineer and is probably 
already at his disposal elsewhere. Moreover an encyclopaedia is a book to which fairly 
frequent reference is likely to be made, and it is a pity that this publication, presumably 
for reasons of cost, is not printed on better paper. (621.38403) 


CONSOL. Radio Aid to Navigation. Ministry of Civil Aviation. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sC4. 20 pages. Diagrams. Paper bound. 
*Consol’ is an accurate longe-range navigational aid using a special kind of automatic 
M.F. beacon at the ground station emitting signals which can be received and inter- 
preted in the aircraft as dots and dashes by any MF. receiver fitted with a beat fre- 
quency oscillator. This pamphlet gives a brief description of its use, with details of the 
service and cover provided by existing stations at Bushmills, Plonéis, Stavanger, Lugo 
and Seville. (621.38419142) 


BBC YEAR BOOK, 1951. British Broadcasting Corporation, 3s.6d. C8. 
192 pages. Illustrations. Index. 

In this issue of the BBC Year Book, which is considerably larger than last year’s, the 

importance of television is reflected throughout. There are sixteen pages of illustra- 

tions of television programmes, and several articles, including ‘The Impact of tele- 

vision in the Midlands’ by W. Vaughan Reynolds, ‘Television out and about’ by 

Peter Dimmock, and “Planning a television studio’ by H. W. Baker. Among the 
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other articles may be mentioned ‘Through the Iron Curtain’ by Hugh Carleton 
Greene, * Nature broadcasting’ by Desmond Hawkins, “Easter in Europe by Michael 
Barsley, and ‘Stevenson’s Centenary: a broadcasting Treasure Island’ by Robert 
Dunnett. There is a section on radio personalities of 1950 in sound and vision, and 
reports of the year’s broadcasting at home and to countries abroad. A reference section 
contains names of the departments and officials of the B.B.C., and there is a list of 
B.B.C. publications. (621.384193) 


DIESEL ENGINE MANUAL. Intended for Erectors, Installation and Plant 
Engineers and all interested in the practical aspect of Diesel Engine 
operation. Prepared by a staff of technical experts under the direction of 
E. Molloy. George Newnes, 15s. IM8. 212 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 


This book deals with diesel engines, in their several spheres of use, mainly from the 
practical viewpoint. Its crisp but lucid descriptions and its clear illustrations make it 
particularly suitable for students. It is concerned chiefly with stationary types and also 
with the installation and operation of marine engines and the overhaul and main- 
tenance of automobile diesels. Various types of fuel-injection equipment are reviewed 
in some detail. No attempt is made to deal with design though basic principles are 
briefly outlined. (621.436) 


TURRET LATHE SETTERS’ POCKET BOOK. J. A. Oates. George Newnes, 
6s. 3 x § inches. 175 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This pocket-book gives general information on tools, for example, cutting speeds and 

screw-cutting data, together with tables listing the size and capacities of the more 

common types of British and American turret and capstan lathes. (621.94) 


Moter Vehicles 


MOTOR ENGINEERS POCKET BOOK. Compiled and arranged by A. J. 
Coker and G. Hemmings under the direction of E. Molloy. George 
Newnes, 10s.6d. F8. 240 pages. 3 diagrams. Tables. 

Primarily intended for the motor engineer, this pocket-book contains strictly limited 

fault-finding data arranged on general lines and not intended to provide detailed 

information. Tabular technical data (under the sections frequently met with in the 
repair shop) is given for a representative range of pre- and post-war cars and com- 

mercial vehicles on the British market. A useful aid to the mechanic’s memory. (629.2) 


ROAD TRANSPORT LAW. L. D. Kitchin. Revised by E. K. Wenlock. 
7th edition. Iliffe, 7s.6d. D8. 128 pages. Map. Tables. Index. 


This book is a summary of the legislation affecting the construction, equipment and 
use of motor vehicles and is intended for the use of the layman concerned with the 
operation and maintenance of public service vehicles. It explains clearly and concisely 
the law in force set out under thirty sections alphabetically arranged under such 
headings as abnormal loads, construction, equipment, licensing, markings, parking, 
rates and charges, speed limits, taxation, weight limits, etc. Each heading, which is 
preceded by a list of relevant statutes and regulations, is sub-divided and arranged in 
dictionary form. A comprehensive index completes the work. (629.2134) 
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Agriculture Rural Life 


THE RABBIT SKIN CAP. A Tale of a Norfolk Countryman’s Youth. 
Written in his old age by George Baldry. Edited by Lilias Rider Haggard. 
New edition. Collins, 10s.6d. sC4. 256 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 
illustrations by Edward Seago. 


This book, first published in 1939, is the story of the boyhood of an English country- 
man, written by himself in Norfolk dialect and transcribed by the editor. The period 
of which he writes, the eighteen sixties and seventies, was one when the differences 
between rich and poor, gentry and peasantry, were still extreme, and the life such as 
he here describes was one that we can now scarce conceive. George Baldry was 
typical of his time and class, and in this story, true and accurate in every detail, he tells 
of the country-folk, their lives and pleasures and troubles, of an England very different 
from now and largely forgotten. The dialect is not such as to make reading difficult 
and the book has a natural style and charm and complete sincerity which make it a 
minor classic of its type. Fine drawings by Edward Seago aptly illustrate the text, and 
realistically portray the boy whose favourite cap has given the book its title. (630.1) 


FARMER AND STOCK-BREEDER YEAR BOOK, 1951. A Book of 
Reference for Farmers and all connected with Agriculture. Farmer and 
Stock-Breeder, 7s.6d. sD8. 376 pages. Illustrations. Index. 


In its seventy-fifth year of publication this Year Book lives up to the almost unique 
position which it has earned for itself, not only in England and Wales, but far over- 
seas. The short articles on a wide range of specialist subjects are all written by acknow- 
ledged experts. As usual there is a very fine collection of photographs showing many 
of the leading Royal and other championship winners among livestock in Britain in 
1950. The collecting of all reference data into a single section at the end of the book 
will be welcomed by all who use this invaluable information on every aspect of 
farming organization, administration, education, finance and records of all kinds. 


(630.58) 


Dogs 


DOGS SINCE 1900. A. Croxton Smith. Andrew Dakers, 25s. D8. 
352 pages. Frontispiece and 116 illustrations. Index. (Twentieth Century 
Histories) 


The author of this book has studied, judged, and written about dogs for well over 
fifty years. He here covers the development of some ninety well-known breeds during 
the first half of the present century in Britain, going into considerable detail of im- 
portant individual breeders and their work, and indicating how the current trends in 
dog fashions have come about. Besides the section dealing with the actual breeds, 
which is itself divided into a number of chapters dealing with dogs of different types, 
there are general chapters on matters of interest such as Field Trials; Advance in 
Veterinary knowledge; Police and Guide Dogs. There is also an index of Owners and 
Breeders, which will be of great value overseas, where this important book will be 
widely welcomed. (636.7) 
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Fishing 

ECHO-SOUNDING AND THE PELAGIC FISHERIES. William C. Hodgson 
for the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 
sImp 8. 26 pages. 24 figures. References. Paper bound. (Fisheries Investiga- 
tions, Series II) 

The echo-sounder, primarily designed and developed as an aid to navigation and as a 

marine survey instrument, is rapidly coming to the fore as a fish-finder. The material 

embodied in this report has been collected from records of the M.S. XII model echo- 

sounding recorder made by Marine Instruments Ltd. and a Marconi ‘Seagraph’. After 

a brief historical narrative, the report discusses the echo chart, searching for fish, 

classification of echoes, and miscellaneous echo-traces. (639.2) 


Cookery 
EAT AND BE MERRY. A Book about People and Food. V. M. Fitzroy. 
Howard Timmins (Cape Town, South Africa) for Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 
D8. 211 pages. Text illustrations by the author. Index. 
The author has written two popular books on family life on a farm near Cape Town. 
This sequel comprises a pleasantly written account of Cape recipes and cookery, with 
discursive accounts of country life in the Free State and the old Colony. 
(641.09687) 
FOOD FOR PLEASURE. An Anthology of Recipes. Ruth Lowinsky. 
Hart-Davis, 7s.6d. C8. 208 pages. 
The author has here gathered together recipes both old and new from the cookery 
books of many countries. Taking as her motto “De I’audace, de l’audace, et toujours 
de l’audace’, she seeks to restore variety and piquancy to an art which is still in England 
suffering from the effects of wartime austerity. Each recipe is followed by the author’s 
own helpful comments, and occasionally—in the case of the more lavish—by sugges- 
tions as to modifications or alternative ingredients. This is a book for the experienced 
cook whose pleasure it is to cater for gourmets. (641.5) 


Business Methods Advertising 
PRINCIPLES OF MARKET RESEARCH. A. H. R. Delgns. Crosby Lockwood, 
15s. D8. 254 pages. 17 figures. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

This treatise, covering both principles and practice, is intended for the practising 
manager and also for the student requiring a general treatment of the subject. It 
discusses the purpose and scope of market research, the uses of internal business 
records, and the sources available for external research. The rest of the book contains 
practical information on sampling, the collection, tabulation and analysis of data 
(with examples), and the presentation of results. (658.82) 


EXHIBITION DESIGN. Edited by Misha Black. Architectural Press, 253. 
sC4. 186 pages. Illustrations. Indexes. 
This attractive book, lavishly illustrated, has been compiled to demonstrate as simply 
as possible the essential qualities of present-day exhibition technique. Many experts 
have contributed and one can only hope that their labours will be rewarded by a 
higher standard of design. The subjects covered include construction methods, 
travelling exhibitions, scripts, models, sound, lighting, planting, mural decoration, 
sculpture, administration, typography, lettering and photographs. The editor enjoys 
a high reputation as an exhibition designer. (659.152) 
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Chemic Technology 

ICE-CREAM MAKING AND SELLING. Edited by Godfrey Staines. Fore- 
word by Sir William Savage. Heywood, 21s. D8. 312 pages. 131 illus- 
trations. Index. 

A comprehensive well-illustrated volume on the ice-cream trade edited by the editor 

of Confectionery News and Ice-Cream News. All aspects of the trade are covered includ- 

ing materials and recipes, manufacture and equipment, storage and retail trade. Two 

sections are devoted to public health legislation and hygiene. Although the work 

applies to Britain, the general details will be of interest elsewhere. (664.85) 


OIL-FIELD EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT. A Practical Guide for 
Oilfield Prospectors and Operators, with which is Incorporated a Dis- 
cussion of the Origin and Distribution of Petroleum, and Notes on Oil- 
Field Legislation and Customs. Vol. 1. O1L-FIELD PRINCIPLES. Vol. 
OIL-FIELD PRACTICE. A. Becby-Thompson. 2nd edition, enlarged. 
Technical Press, 84s. per set. R8. 647 : 718 pages. Frontispieces. Illustrations. 
Maps. Tables. Diagrams. Appendices. Indexes. 

First published in 1925 the present (second) edition is a reprint of the first with a series 

of nine appendices to bring the matter up to date. As the title indicates, the book is 

concerned with oil-field exploration and development. The first volume deals with 
the principles of the distribution of petroleum, the geology of various oil-fields and 
gives a brief account of refining. In Volume 2, there is information on legal matters, 
but this volume is mainly devoted to the drilling and completion of wells, storage and 
transport and natural gas. The new appendices give data on oil-fields discovered in 


the last twenty-five years and on modern techniques in the drilling of wells, and the 
production of petroleum. (665.5) 


DRYING IN THE HEAVY CLAY INDUSTRIES. H. M. Macey for the 
Ministry of Works: National Brick Advisory Council. Foreword by 
A. T. Green. H.M. Stationery Office, 7s.6d. sR8. 198 Pages. 4 plates. 
23 tables. 22 figures. Appendix. Paper bound. (National Brick Advisory 
Council Papers, No. 3) 

This study of the theory and technique of drying in the heavy clay industries and of 

the thermal efficiency of the plant used is in three parts: Hygrometry and the Deter- 

mination of Thermal Efficiency; Dryers used in the Heavy Clay Industry—covering 
open-air drying, hot-floor dryers, tunnel dryers, chamber dryers, unusual dryers and 
methods of drying, and drying by electrical energy, and concluding with a summary 
of the main points of comparison ‘of different types of dryers; and Survey of Thermal 
Efficiency in Practice. An appendix contains hygrometric ‘tables covering a wide range 
of temperatures, the derivation and instructions for use. (666.7) 


THE PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY OF DYEING. Thomas Vickerstaff. Oliver 
& Boyd for Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., 42s. R8. 423 pages. Plates. 
Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 

A coherent picture of modern dyeing theory is presented physico-chemically from first 

principles, and its practical applications to the dyeing process are clearly shown. The 

author is from the dyestuffs division of Imperi al Chemical Industries Ltd., for whom 
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the book is published—sufficient indication of its authenticity. Much original and 
previously unpublished material is included, and there are many good diagrams and 
tables which will be of great practical value to research workers in the dyeing field. 
(667.2) 
Building 
MASTIC ASPHALTE WworK. F. E. Drury and A. W. Gittins. Crosby 
Lockwood, 10s.6d. C8. 195 pages. 83 illustrations (including diagrams). 
Appendices. Index. 
This book is addressed to students of building and is intended to serve as a basis for 
technical training in asphalters’ work. After a concise survey of the materials used in 
asphalte work, their characteristics and uses in building, the subject of asphalting as a 
craft is dealt with in some detail. The tools, plant and equipment used and the con- 
struction of damp-proof courses, roof covering, flooring and building below ground 
are reviewed, the technique of applying mastic asphalte, the design, specification and 
measurement of asphalte and its organization at the site are described, and practical 
examples of calculations for the trade are given. The excellent illustrations and clear 
presentation of the subject continue to make this a most readable work. (691.9) 


PRACTICAL BRICKLAYING. Adam Hammond. 15th edition revised by 
William Frost. Technical Press, 6s. C8. 128 pages. 53 text figures. Tables. 
This is the fifteenth edition of a work first published about ninety years ago. Since 
bonding is not fully treated, it is not suitable for beginners. Its value lies in a detailed 
treatment of setting out, cutting, rubbing and setting gauged brickwork, and in full 
details of various types of tuck-pointing. The revision consists of some new drawings 
in the text and a new chapter on cavity brickwork. (693.2) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE SCIENCE OF APPEARANCES. As formulated and taught by Max 
Meldrum. Arranged and edited by Russell R. Foreman. Shepherd Press 
(Sydney, Australia), de luxe edition 210s.; silk cloth edition 84s. C4. 
298 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Charts. Index. 

This is a provocative book. It is a compilation of Max Meldrum’s lectures and note- 

books on the theory of painting. Mr. Russell R. Foreman who is responsible for the 

arrangement of the book, is a former student and great admirer of Meldrum. How- 
ever, except for some explanatory notes, the substance of the book consists of a detailed 
and analytical explanation of the Meldrum method. It stresses the importance of tone 
rather than colour, of pure optical sensations rather than individual creation and inter- 
pretation. Mr. Meldrum is aware of the contentious nature of his views and even those 
who will disagree with him cannot but be rewarded by studying his meticulous exe- 
gesis of the representation of visual phenomena. The book includes some reproductions 
of Meldrum’s work, colour diagrams, a chart of the world’s painters and three pieces 
of dark celluloid to study Mr. Meldrum’s paintings. (701.15) 


CONSORT OF TASTE: 1830-1870. John Steegman. Sidgwick & Jackson, 
25s. D8. 346 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 24 plates. Index. 

This book marks an important stage in the current rediscovery of nineteenth-century 

art. It is the first serious attempt to assess the ‘early’ Victorian period by a sympathetic 

though critical examination of the beliefs of those men and women who formed public 
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taste. Among the personalities displayed are architects and connoisseurs, directors of 
galleries (such as Sir Charles Eastlake and his dynamic wife), art historians and not 
least the Prince Consort, who conceived and carried through the plans for the Great 
Exhibition of 1851. The material for the period 1830-70 is of considerable complexity, 
but Mr. Steegman reduces it to manageable proportions by discussing in turn certain 
broad tendencies of the age, e.g. the conscientious attempt by the State to improve 
popular taste through art schools and museums, the development of collecting and 
connoisseurship, the relationship between art and morals (an obsession, almost, with 
the Victorians), the principles of the Gothic revival in architecture and the influence of 
the Exhibitions held in London (1851) and in Manchester (1867). The reader who 
embarks on this exploration will learn not only many curious facts but also gain a 
sound appreciation of the bewildering, often conflicting, influences which directed and 
sometimes perverted artistic development in mid-nineteenth-century England. The 
plates, which range from lithographs, book illustration and early photographs to rail- 
way architecture and warchouses, reproduce in the main the soberer examples of 
Victorian art, but the fantasy and ‘rich, assured, vigorous’ taste of the Victorians is 
admirably captured in the author’s witty, lucid prose. Mr. Steegman is Director of the 
Art Department of the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff. (701.17) 


FLEMISH ARTISTS OF THE VALOIS CouRTS. Ruth Massey Tovell. 
University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $11.00; Oxford University 
Press (London), 84s. IM4. 157 pages. Illustrations (including many plates in 
colour). Index. 


The fourteenth- and early fifteenth-century arts of book illumination, panel painting 
and sculpture as practised and developed by Flemish artists at the courts of Charles V, 
the Duke of Berry, and the Dukes of Burgundy are presented as a chapter in the history 
of European art, and as a body of art deserving contemporary attention and apprecia- 
tion. Mrs. Tovell surveys the pre-Renaissance art of Northern Europe at a time when 
patronage of the arts was passing from the Church to courts of princes and her account 
is set against a background of changing and developing social patterns. Although 
written primarily for laymen, its wealth of detail and conscientious presentation make 
the book of value to the student. It is, moreover, the first comprehensive survey in 
English of the subject, and includes material on the sculptor Claus Sluter and the early 
works of Jan van Eyck. The material for this study was obtained for the most part 
from the Biblioth¢que Royale, Brussels, and the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris. The 
black-and-white illustrations are satisfactory and the eleven colour plates, from Les 
Tres Belles Heures de Bruxelles, are excellent. (709.4) 


Regional and City Planning 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING TEXTBOOK. Edited by the Asso- 
ciation of Planning and Regional Reconstruction. Introduction by W. E. 
Holford. Architectural Press, 42s. D8. 633 pages. 88 illustrations. Appendices. 
Bibliography. Index. 

There is a twofold object behind this book. First, it is intended to provide students 

with as complete a course of study in the theory of town and country planning as is 

possible in one volume; secondly, its aim is to offer a comprehensive source of 

reference for the practising planner and those engaged in allied fields. The contributing 

authors are many and all professionally distinguished. Moreover they impart their vast 
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load of technical information with an enthusiasm which makes this work less formid- 
able than the casual reader might suppose. The book is, in short, unique of its kind and 
reflects great credit on all who have taken part in its production. Not the least valuable 
feature is the indexed bibliography. (711) 


Architecture 


THOMAS ARCHER. Marcus Whiffen. Art & Technics, 8s.6d. 1C8. 48 pages 
of text. 48 pages of illustrations. Frontispiece and 9 drawings. Index. 
(Architectural Biographies: 111) 

The third title in a promising series of brief architectural biographies is devoted to an 

early eighteenth-century architect now recognized as one of the very few English 

masters of Baroque—an art not long considered respectable in British critical circles. 

Marcus Whiffen, literary editor of the Architectural Review and well known as the 

author of Stuart and Georgian Churches Outside London, has compiled a most valuable 

little book about Archer containing a great deal of hitherto unpublished material. 

Photographs and reproductions of drawings illustrate the concisely written text. 

(720.94207) 


FLOOR FINISHES FOR HOUSES AND OTHER NON-INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDINGS. H. M. Llewellyn and F. C. Harper for the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research: Building Research Station. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s. sSR8. 30 pages. Table. Appendices. Paper bound. 
(National Building Studies Bulletin No. 11) 


This bulletin reviews some twenty of the more common flooring materials that may 
be used for floors in houses and other non-industrial buildings and gives guidance on 
their properties, laying, maintenance and relative costs. The appendices comprise a 
comparison of the properties of floor finishes; specification, costs and availability of 
materials; list of British Standards and Codes of Practice; and a note on damp-proof 
membranes for concrete ground floors. (721.6) 


THE ARCHITECTURE OF ANCIENT GREECE. An Account of its Historic 
Development. William Bell Dinsmoor. Revised and enlarged edition 
based on the first part of The Architecture of Greece and Rome, by William J. 
Anderson and R. Phené Spiers. Batsford, 30s. sR8. 448 pages. 130 illustra- 
tions. 125 text drawings and diagrams. Plan. 2 maps. Appendix. Biblio- 
graphy. Glossary. Indexes. 

This is the third edition of one part of a notable standard work which originally 

appeared as The Architecture of Greece and Rome under the authorship of the late W. J. 

Anderson and R. Phené Spiers nearly half a century ago. After the First World War 

the task of rewriting the Greek portion was entrusted to an American scholar, William 

B. Dinsmoor, who is also responsible for the latest, completely revised, edition. 

Professor Dinsmoor is today recognized as one of the foremost authorities on ancient 

Greek architecture, and the scope of his survey is wide and the contents of the book 

wonderfully comprehensive. Many new illustrations have been added, the biblio- 

graphy is very full and up to date, and there is a detailed index to text and illustrations. 
(722.8) 








AN INTRODUCTION TO RAILWAY ARCHITECTURE. Christian Barman. 
Art & Technics, 15s. sF4. 40 pages of text. 63 pages of illustrations. Index to 
illustrations. 

An extremely entertaining, if somewhat controversial, essay on English railway 

building, which the author, an architect who has been associated with London 

Transport, claims ‘contains a complete epitome of the architectural movements of 

nineteenth-century England’. The book contains more than sixty pages of appro- 

priate illustrations and is pleasantly produced. (725.310942) 


Ancient Sculpture 
MIDDLE KINGDOM ART IN ANCIENT EGYPT. Cyril Aldred. Alec 
Tiranti, 6s. C8. 64 pages of text. 83 plates. Map. Bibliography. Descriptive 
notes. (Chapters in Art) 
This volume surveys (chiefly through sculpture) Egyptian art of the Middle Kingdom 
from 2300-1590 B.c. The twenty-nine page introduction gives the religious, political 
and social background of Middle Kingdom art, an understanding of which is essential 
for appreciating the stylistic features of Egyptian sculpture. There is a useful map, an 
outline of Egyptian history to 1590 B.c., suggestions for further reading, and descrip- 
tive notes to the plates. The latter, as in all volumes in this excellent series, present the 
maximum information in the shortest space. Finally, at the end of the book come the 
plates forming a useful gallery of Egyptian art for the student. (732.8) 


Carving: Chessmen 
THE BOOK OF CHESSMEN. Alex Hammond. Arthur Barker, 21s. C4. 
96 pages of text. Frontispiece and 61 plates. Index. 

This monograph by one of the best-known collectors of chessmen describes the 
origin of the game of chess in sixth-century India, its diffusion throughout the eastern 
and western hemispheres and the traditional ‘sets’ of pieces which were made in dif- 
ferent countries. The text touches upon historical matters such as ecclesiastical opposi- 
tion to chess but the main emphasis is placed upon the design and evolution of the 
actual pieces. It is primarily a book for the collector, who will find the annotated 
plates illustrating chessmen from India, Burma, China, Java, Europe and America an 
excellent guide for identification purposes. Among some of the more curious pieces 
illustrated are two modern sets depicting the First World War (with the ‘kings’ 
represented by Kaiser Wilhelm II and President Poincaré) and the Italian-Abyssinian 
war of 1935 (Mussolini v. Haile Selassi¢). Pieces made in non-traditional materials 
such as porcelain, iron and alabaster are also reproduced. A useful feature is a table 
giving the nomenclature of the pieces in English and sixteen other languages. Authori- 
tative works on chessmen being very few, this monograph fills an important gap in 
the literature on recreative arts. (736.1) 


Drawing Design 

THE MACPHERSON COLLECTION of Maritime Prints and Drawings in 
the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich. A Pageant of the Sea. 
M. S. Robinson. Halton (Staples Press), 45s. D4. 272 pages. 228 plates 
(16 in colour). Index. 

This magnificent book—it is no less—consists of a very large number of reproductions 

from the prints and drawings which form the basis of the collection now in the 

National Maritime Museum at Greenwich. The text, which is brief but authoritative, 
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is by the present Keeper of Prints. He has divided his descriptive matter into four 
parts: Historical; Ships; Manning; and Voyages, Atlases and Seaports. Each section 
comprises a short conspectus of its subject, and is followed by a wealth of illustrative 
plates. These show, as could no amount of textual matter, how much interest and 
beauty was acquired for the nation by the munificence of Sir James Caird, who bought 
the collection in its entirety from A. G. H. Macpherson. Incidentally, prints do not 
quite exhaust the Macpherson treasures. There are a few marine paintings, some of 
them of high quality; there are drawings, and curiosities such as playing cards com- 
memorative of the Armada—but it is prints which are the backbone of Mr. Robinson’s 
book, just as they are the staple of the collection to which he devotes such skill. Here, 
in popular form, is a panorama of the past history of the Royal Navy, with a series 
of asides covering a much wider range of interests. (741.942) 


THE CREATIVE CRAFTSMAN. John Farleigh. Bell, 21s. D8. 280 pages. 
42 photographs. Line drawings in text. Bibliography. 
This book comprises both the history and practice of contemporary craftsmanship. 
Chapters 1-3 contain an outline history, illustrated with special line drawings, of 
pottery, glass-making, metalwork, furniture, textiles and lettering, which forms an 
introduction to the description of present-day craftsmen and their work. The author, 
who is a noted designer, book illustrator and Chairman of the Crafts Centre, London, 
has visited the leading British workers in special crafts, talked to them in their work- 
shops and studios and compiled the present book out of his conversations. It is a 
first-hand guide to present-day techniques and problems, packed with interesting 
information and well illustrated. The subjects include Pottery (Bernard Leach), Book- 
binding (Sydney Cockerell), Calligraphy (Irene Wellington), Goldsmith's work (Francis 
Cooper), Musical Instruments (Carl Dolmetsch and Leslie Ward) and Embroidery 
(Hebe Cox and Valerie Bayford). (745-1) 


STYLE IN ORNAMENT. Joan Evans. Oxford University Press, 6s. C8. 
63 pages. 32 plates. List of plates. 
The study of ornament is the basis of all comparative art history. Common charac- 
teristics can be traced in the several decorative arts of any given period, pattern, in 
the author’s words, being the mirror of its time. This essay demonstrates the close 
inter-relationship between sculpture, metalwork, ceremics, illumination and textiles, 
subjects too often studied in isolation. The groups of plates, arranged in sections 
through the text, provide a useful training in recognizing common motifs and the eye 
is stimulated by the juxtaposition of sculptural detail, manuscript illumination and 
textile design. Dr. Joan Evans, the eminent art historian, writes fluently and authori- 
tatively about the objects chosen for illustration but avoids some of the wider aspects of 
the subject, notably the distinction between pattern and ornament; a clearer definition 
of these two words would increase the value and interest of her first chapter. (745.44) 


ILLUMINATED INITIALS IN MEDIAEVAL MANUSCRIPTS. Emile A. 
van Moé. Translated from the French by Joan Evans. Preface by Francis 
Wormald. Thames & Hudson, 42s. R4. 77 plates (24 in colour). List of plates. 
Numerical list of manuscripts used. 

This collection of medieval coloured initials contains magnificent reproductions from 

manuscripts in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris. The English translation of this book, 

which was originally published in France, is the work of Dr. Joan Evans, the eminent 
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art historian, and the introduction is by the Professor of Palaeography in the Univer- 
sity of London. The plates are arranged by the letter of the alphabet with two or more 
examples of each. As examples of inventive genius in letter design and book decoration 
the initials found in medieval manuscripts have seldom been surpassed; a book devoted 
exclusively to them forms a welcome addition to the modern literature on illumination. 
The title, however, is misleading. Only the ‘early’ Middle Ages are covered, the manu- 
scripts chosen dating from the eighth century to the twelfth. The choice of examples 
has further been restricted to decorative initials; historiated initials (i.e. those containing 
little pictures and illustrative scenes inside the letters), which belong to the later Middle 
Ages, are omitted, probably rightly in a specialized book of this kind. To find the dates 
of the initials it is necessary to refer first to the list of plates and then to the numerical 
list of manuscripts used, a tiresome double process in a book designed for careful 
study and reference. Apart from these minor vexations the book is finely produced 
and forms a notable contribution to one of the most fascinating branches of the art of 


the book. (745.67) 


Painting 
TRETCHIKOFF. Richard Buncher. Howard Timmins (Cape Town, South 
Africa) for Allen & Unwin, 63s. Ffol. 11 pages. 60 plates (some coloured). 
In an introduction the South African art critic, Prebble Rayner, remarks that ‘in all 
the paintings reproduced in these pages there is the symbolic story stamped behind the 
painted cloth’. The artist, Vladimir Tretchikoff, created considerable public interest 
with his first show in Cape Town. Subjects represented in this collection include 
Javanese as well as South African scenes, and symbolic portraits of Anton Dolin and 
Alicia Markova, who visited South Africa in 1949. (759.968) 


Photography 

HINTS, TIPS AND GADGETS FOR THE AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHER. 
Selected from Amateur Photographer. 6th impression. Fountain Press, 7s.6d. 
C8. 135 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 


The Amateur Photographer contains a weekly feature, ‘Readers’ Hints, Tips and Gadgets’. 
A selection of the most useful of these has been collected to form this book. They are 
mostly concerned with simple and ingenious adaptations of materials found in any 
home, calculated to supply the amateur with efficient substitutes for expensive 
apparatus. (770.2) 


PRINT PERFECTION. B. T. J. Glover and G. L. Wakefield. 4th edition. 
Fountain Press, 7s.6d. C8. 143 pages. 21 illustrations. 18 text figures. Index. 
(The Modern Photographer's Library) 


The process of making a photographic print is considered in great detail with the aim 
of reminding the photographer of the many, sometimes minor, points which contri- 
bute to a good technique. After a discussion of printing papers and their relation to the 
negative, separate chapters are devoted to exposing and developing the print, and to 
the matters of fixing, washing and drying. The authors next turn their attention to the 
enlarger and the technique of enlarging, and some discussion of further processes and 
miscellaneous matters completes the book. The work is suitable for the beginner, but 
even the more advanced amateur will find help in avoiding wastage of costly materials. 

(770.2842) 
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YOUR CAMERA LENS AND SHUTTER. George L. Wakefield. Fountain 
Press, 10s.6d. D8. 119 pages. 27 illustrations. 64 text figures. Glossary. 
Index. 

A not-too-advanced account of photographic optics by a lecturer in photography at 

Manchester College of Technology. The properties and action of lenses are derived 

from a consideration of first principles, and the author goes on to relate these to the 

actual lenses used in cameras. He next discusses the imperfections of lenses and the 
ways in which these are overcome. A chapter on camera shutters follows, and finally 
the author condenses most of his previous discussion into a few elementary mathe- 

matical formulae. (771.3) 

PHOTOGRAMS OF THE YEAR, 1951. The Annual Review of the World’s 
Photographic Art. Introduction by L. V. Chilton. Commentary by R. H. 
Mason. Iliffe for Amateur Photographer, 10s.6d. cloth; 7s.6d. stiff paper 
cover. IC4. 20 pages of text. 64 pages of photographs. 4 mounted plates. 
Index. 

In his introduction to the 6th issue of this annual review L. V. Chilton reports a year 

of technical progress with, however, no corresponding expansion of pictorial ideas. 

This is followed by briefer reports of progress in Australia, Belgium, Sweden, Spain, 

India, Poland, and South Africa. R. H. Mason also discusses the year’s work in general 

before going on to comment briefly on each of the 82 reproductions of outstanding 

recently exhibited photographs included here. Of these, 36 are by English photo- 
graphers, the remainder being collected from sixteen different countries, including a few 
from the Eastern European group. All users of a camera will find something to interest 

them and to study in the variety of photographic art displayed in this volume. (779) 


Music 
A DICTIONARY OF Music. Robert Illing. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 
318 pages. 10 diagrams. 8 tables. Musical examples. Paper bound. (Penguin 
Reference Books) 
For half a crown this miniature encyclopaedia offers excellent value. It is intended to 
be ‘readable’—and it is. Some 1,500 entries range from a short paragraph to an article 
of several pages and cover a wide field; only the most important composers born 
before 1900 are recorded, and they are given more space than historians, theorists and 
critics; many instruments are described at some length—often with diagrams of their 
construction. A valuable feature is the supporting musical examples to many of the 
entries such as ‘figured bass’, “passing note’, ‘modulation’, ‘inversion’, etc., many of 
them taken from actual compositions. (780.3) 


THE YEAR'S WORK IN MUSIC, 1949-50. Edited by Alan Frank. 
Longmans, Green for The British Council, 2s.6d. IM8. 80 pages. 11 plates. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. 

The third appearance of the British Council’s annual survey of the musical scene in 

Britain covers approximately the twelve months between June 1949 and May 1950. 

As in the two previous volumes, no attempt at comprehensiveness has been made. 

Such articles as “ New Music Performed’ and ‘Chronicle of Notable Events’, together 

with the lists of music, musical literature and gramophone recordings, exhibit a 

selectiveness which nevertheless aims at the inclusion of all important items. Among 
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the special articles are those on ‘Musical Research: the British Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration’s Contribution’, by Dyneley Hussey; “Amateur Music’, by Imogen Holst; and 
on the part that music will play in the 1951 Festival ot Britain. The plates illustrate 
musical events of the year. (780.5) 


FRANCOIS COUPERIN and the French Classical Tradition. Wilfrid Mellers. 
Dennis Dobson, 30s. D8. 414 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 8 plates. Musical 
illustrations in text. Genealogical table. Catalogue raisonné. List of record- 
ings. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The author of Music and Society and Studies in Contemporary Music has here produced 

a book that is outstanding on all counts—musically well informed, evincing a wide 

intelligence and, moreover, extremely agreeably written. The core of this long and 

fascinating work is the analysis and commentary (with innumerable musical examples) 
of everything written by Couperin le Grand, court musician to Louis XIV. There is 
also an important discussion of Couperin’s theoretical writings, and some account of 
the composer’s use of the media available to him. All this is most valuable to the 
specialist in the later baroque; but the author has yet more to offer. Because he sees 

Couperin as—in music—the apotheosis of the grand siécle, he has given an illuminating 

account of the moral and aesthetic values of the society of the time, and of some of the 

thinkers, writers, artists (as well as other musicians) who contributed to this most 
brilliant—and civilized—period of French history. Mr. Mellers is fascinated by 

Couperin’s art, ‘its tragic passion, its witty urbanity, its sensuous charm’; his enthu- 

siasm is infectious. He has, of course, a “case” to prove; his writing is so persuasive few 

will deny that, triumphantly, he does so. (780.92) 


THE OXFORD HARMONY. Vol. 2. Edited by H. K. Andrews. Oxford 
University Press, 15s. sD8. 241 pages. Musical examples. 
The first volume of this book was the work of the late Dr. R. O. Morris, who was 
responsible for persuading Dr. Andrews to undertake its continuation in the present 
volume. The subject matter and style are founded on notes for lectures in the field of 
Chromatic Harmony, Modulation, and such practical subjects as writing piano accom- 
paniments and the setting of words. The introduction lays stress on the fact that it is 
necessary to study musical theory in order to learn the elements of composition. The 
student usually has recourse, therefore, to textbooks which present the rules of 
harmony; rules which are summaries of the practice of established composers rather 
than rigid and fundamental laws. The present work is such a textbook, and surveys 
the use made by composers, between 1600 and 1900, of the raw material of music. A 
final chapter is devoted to practical exercises of the kind usually found in harmony 
examinations for degrees in music. (781.3) 


Amusements 
DIVERSION. Twenty-two Authors on the Lively Arts. Edited by John 
Sutro. Max Parrish, 18s.6d. sSuR8. 224 pages. 24 plates. 40 line drawings. 
The largest number of contributions to this anthology devoted to the amusement arts 
deal with the film. There are articles on Griftith’s Intolerance, the horror film, film music, 
writing for the film, a film actor’s fan mail, Hollywood, and French surrealist films. 
For the rest, V. S. Pritchett gives a brief history of the novel, John Betjeman writes on 
the architecture of theatres, cinemas and amusement parks, Sacheverell Sitwell com- 
ments on the art of feminine make-up in Ancient Egypt, Renaissance Venice and 
eighteenth-century France, Sir Charles Cochran recalls Parisian music-halls, Nicholas 
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Blake describes the technique of the detective story, William Plomer writes of the 
Bayswater-Paddington district of London, T. A. Layton of English cooking, and 
Robert Helpmann of ballet. The book is illustrated with drawings by such artists as 
Ronald Searle, Leonard Rosoman, Nicolas Bentley, Susan Einzig and Ann Buck- 
master, and with stills from films. (790.4) 


——Puppets 
THE PUPPETS AND 1. An Autobiographical Account of the Experience 
and Travels of a Puppet Master. Jan Bussell. Faber, 18s. D8. 163 pages. 
48 photographs. 6 drawings by Francis Gower. Index. 
Both Mr. Bussell and his wife, Ann Hogarth, are leading English puppeteers, the 
Hogarth puppets are now the largest English troupe, and some of them, notably 
Muffin the Mule, have lately become famous in the B.B.C. Television Children’s 
Hour. An infectious enthusiasm for puppets pervades this book, in which Mr. Bussell 
relates vividly and humorously the tale of his adventures at Oxford University, as a 
drama producer in the B.B.C., in the Navy during the Second World War, and on 
his travels in France, Czechoslovakia, the Mediterranean and the Far East. But he does 
not write only for puppet lovers, and he has a gift of narrative which makes his story 
as engrossing as it is amusing. (791.5) 


——tThe Theatre 
THEATRE, DRAMA AND AUDIENCE IN GOETHE'S GERMANY. 
W. H. Bruford. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. D8. 388 pages. Appendix. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 
Professor Bruford’s two works, Germany in the Eighteenth Century (published by 
Cambridge University Press in 1935) and the present volume, are intended to be read 
and studied together—the earlier book dealing primarily with the life and manners of 
the period (Germany, 1700 onwards). The nature of the present study necessitates a 
review of all forms of entertainment. So vast a subject has meant that typical instances 
had to be chosen rather than an attempt at detailed criticism of the whole dramatic 
output. Tracing the development of the repertoire, both the good and bad German 
plays and translations of foreign plays come within his orbit. Although the survey 
includes chapters on Lessing, Schiller, Goethe and the famous Weimar Court Theatre, 
he has treated most fully those actors and productions about which little has so far been 
written in English. The work becomes not a literary analysis of the plays but an 
examination of their fate in the theatre. Without intention, perhaps, the whole work 
is a corollary to the history of the English stage which borrowed so assiduously from 
the continental theatre over this period. It is a valuable addition to the theatre library. 
(792.0943) 
THE INDIAN THEATRE. Mulk Raj Anand. Dennis Dobson, 7s.6d. D8. 
60 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations (1 in colour). (International Theatre and 
Cinema) 
In cight short chapters the author reiterates howa resurgence of anative Indian dramacan 
arise, and in some places has already arisen, by the fusion of the old craft of comedy, 
tragedy, farce, and the morality play with modern forms and modern thought. As an 
example, he describes how a writer of the Hindustani group of the Indian People’s 
Theatre Association, in his play Zubeida, has ‘demonstrated one way out of the 
theatrical debacle . . . from the peasant play towards the documentary theatre’. He 
takes the five main groups in India, the Andhra Theatre, the Bengali Theatre, the 
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Marhatti Theatre in Bombay, the Parsis and the Gujerati Theatre, and the Hindustani 
Theatre, and describes the decadence into which each had fallen. Finally he relates how 
despite lack of theatres, the Progressive Writer’s Association, formed in 1935, ‘has 
released a tremendous amount of poetry and prose’. As far as it goes, the book’s most 
important contribution is its insight into present-day conditions and movements in 
the theatre. (792.0954) 
—RBallet 

MARGOT FONTEYN. Gordon Anthony. Phoenix House, 12s.6d. R8. 

132 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 60 photographs. 

Gordon Anthony, the photographer, is the brother of the Director of the Sadler’s 
Wells Ballet, Ninette de Valois. He has here chosen a series of studio portraits of the 
Sadler’s Wells ballerina in twenty-seven of her major roles, illustrating her career 
from October 1934, when she first appeared in the small solo role of the young Master 
of Treginnis in The Haunted Ballroom, to February 1950, when she danced Aldonza 
Lorenzo in Don Quixote, the latest role created for her by Miss de Valois. The pictures 
are accompanied by an accurate chronology of her first appearances and a personal 


commentary by the photographer. Miss de Valois writes a brief and admirable * Study’ 
of the dancer as a foreword. (792.8) 


BALLET FOR FILM AND TELEVISION. A. H. Franks. Pitman, 12s.6d. 
D8. 95 pages. 18 illustrations. Appendices: bibliography, list of ballet 
clubs, list of dance and ballet films. Index. 

The Assistant Editor of The Dancing Times, basing his book on a series of University 

of London Extension Lectures delivered by him, has written primarily an introduction 

to the subject and a stimulus to discussion and study of it. It is colloquial in tone, 
quotes various theories and points of view and maintains none of them. It gives much 
practical help by the collection of information into the appendices and sound practical 
advice on the creation of fruitful circumstances for study and discussion through the 
collaboration of ballet club and film club members. (792.8) 


DANCERS AND Critics. Edited by Cyril Swinson. A. & C. Black, 7s.6d. 
D8. 80 pages. 13 photographs. 
Thirteen critics, English, French and American, were invited to express their view 
of the ballet critic’s function and to exercise it on their chosen dancer. The English 
critics include Caryl Brahms, A. V. Coton, A. H. Franks, Arnold L. Haskell, Joan 
Lawson, P. W. Manchester and Audrey Williamson, Coton writing on Beryl Grey, 
Franks on Alicia Markova and Miss Williamson on Robert Helpmann. C. W. 
Beaumont opens the symposium with a masterly essay on ‘The practice of ballet 
criticism’ dedicated to Margot Fonteyn. The other dancers covered by these studies 
are Toumanova, Danilova, Norah Kaye, Chauviré, Skorik, Skibine, Vyroubova, 
Maria Tallchief and Babilée. There are convenient bricf notes on the various 
contributors. (792.8) 


——-Sports and Games 

DEFENCE AT CONTRACT BRIDGE. ‘Goulash’. Thorsons, 7s.6d. C8. 
191 pages. Diagrams. Index. 

An interesting and unusual book by the regular bridge correspondent of the Manches- 


ter Guardian which is addressed primarily to the ordinary player and not to the expert, 
and which is concerned exclusively with defending bridge hands. The strategy and 
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tactics commended by the author are applicable to all bridge systems and his book 
should help most ordinary players to get a great deal more pleasure out of the games 
they play. (795-41) 


FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES or The Art of Spectatorship. Percy M. 
Young. Dennis Dokson, 6s. C8. 96 pages. 8 photographs. 

An original book about association football which lovers of the game will find en- 

thralling. It is a commentary and criticism from the spectator’s point of view, written 

from personal experience, with considerable wit. Dr. Young is a distinguished writer 

on music; to this other field, the literature of sport, he also makes a contribution of 

distinction. (796.33) 


POWER SKIING ILLUSTRATED. Principles of the Dynamic Technique. 
Tyler Micoleau. Nicholas Kaye, 12s.6d. C4. 96 pages. Illustrations. 
The author believes that skiing is fundamentally very simple and that, given the proper 
set of objectives, people can learn quickly. He describes a technique which, although 
American, is derived from European systems, French, Swiss, Austrian and Norwegian. 
The book is designed for the novice and the expert, beginning with equipment, con- 
tinuing with the principles of walking, climbing, turning round and the intermediate 
steps and concluding with advanced skiing and stunts. Every page is well provided 
with illustrations by the author and the keynote of the book is simplicity in 
presentation. (796.93) 


TIDE’S ENDING. ‘B.B.’ Hollis & Carter, 25s. C4. 256 pages. 16 colour 
plates, and drawings in text, by D. J. Watkins-Pitchford. 
Che author of this book, widely known and read as a sporting naturalist, has perhaps 
the most evocative style of all the writers in this genre. Here, describing the wildfowl 
of British coasts and estuaries, with many tales of their pursuit with gun and field 
glasses, he is at his very best. Like many another naturalist, he is moved especially by 
the wild geese, and his descriptions of nights and early mornings, often in mid-winter 
spent in stalking them will alone justify this book for many readers. Although ‘B.B.’ 
writes of British coasts and rivers, no outdoor naturalist or sportsman anywhere will 
be blind to the scenes he conjures up in this book, and which are charmingly recalled, 
too, by the excellent colour plates. (799.243) 


LITERATURE 


JOHN CLARE and Other Studies. John Middleton Murry. Peter Nevill, 
12s.6d. D8. 252 pages. 


The present volume begins the welcome republication of Middleton Murry’s early 
critical essays, ranging from that on the poetry of John Clare (1921) to that on Shake- 
speare’s ‘mortal moon’ sonnet (1931) recently revised in the light of Leslie Hotson’s 
theory that the sonnet refers to the Spanish Armada. One of the delights of the book 
is, in fact, the series of splendid essays on Shakespeare—on Falstaff, on Coriolanus, on 
the dedication of Venus and Adonis and Shakespeare’s attitude to love. Other essays 
deal with the poctry and madness of Christopher Smart, and the poetry of Edmund 
Spenser, Walter de la Mare, Baudelaire, Stendhal, Flaubert, Amiel, Gogol and Tche- 
khov. All are marked by that sensitivity and penetration that have made Mr. Murry 
one of the major critics of his time. (804) 
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VIR DIE LUIT EN DIE KITAAR (FOR LUTE AND GUITAR). Uys Krige. 
Afrikaanse Pers ( Johannesburg, South Africa), 10s.6d. D8. 96 pages. 

This anthology comprises translations by one of the foremost Afrikaans poets into 

that language from Arabian, French and ‘Spanish writers, with a series of short essays 

(in Afrikaans) on their authors. Originally written while the translator was a Uni- 

versity student, they show his intense interest in writers, particularly in France and 

Spain, who have since influenced the form and content of his own writing. (808.81) 


THE ANATOMY OF SATIRE. An exhibition of satirical writing compiled 

and edited by C. E. Vulliamy. Michael Joseph, 15s. D8. 351 pages. Index. 
This anthology of quotations from the satirical works of many authors extends from 
Aristophanes to Oscar Wilde. Most of the extracts are from English writers, some of 
the translations are the compiler’s and others notable English translations. Mr. 
Vulliamy in his introduction discusses the nature and purpose of satire. He maintains 
that satire is a ‘method of enquiry to reveal what hypocrites and conventional people 
are anxious to conceal’, moral purpose is not an integral part of it, and, even when 
satire is actuated by hatred, the revelation of truth is essential to its vitality. The extracts 
are divided into about thirty categories (not claimed to be hard and fast) dealing with 
politics, fashions, snobs, critics, and human nature generally, ctc. The compiler pre- 
faces each section with a discussion of the kind of satire it illustrates. There are notes 
and comments on some of the quotations and a complete index of principal authors 
and sources. All readers should enjoy this book. It is to be hoped that, although the 
book was not compiled ‘for prigs, prudes, pedants and professors’, they will not 
thereby be deterred from reading it. (808.87) 


English Literature 

FROM MARLOWE TO SHAW. The Studies, 1876-1936, in English Litera- 
ture of Havelock Ellis. Edited, with a Foreword, by John Gawsworth. 
With a Prefatory Letter from Thomas Hardy. Williams & Norgate, 15s. 
IC8. 320 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliographical note. 

Havelock Ellis’s essays on English literature are here brought together for the first 

time, as a companion volume to his From Rousseau to Proust. As editor of the famous 

Mermaid Series, Ellis made a special study of the Elizabethan dramatists and the essays 

prefacing his editions of the works of Marlowe, Chapman, Ford and Porter are now 

reprinted. Other essays deal with William Shenstone, Walter Savage Landor, Shelley 

and Sir Walter Scott. Particularly valuable are the essays on those writers whom 


Havelock Ellis knew personally, such as William Morris, Thomas Hardy, George 
Moore and Bernard Shaw. (820.4) 


SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH LITERATURE. C. V. Wedgwood. 
Oxford University Press, 5s. F8. 192 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Home 
University Library) 

This book thoroughly covers the period between 1600 and 1700 under more or less 

conventional headings: Prose, Drama, Poetry of the Jacobean age, Caroline Poetry, 

the Drama and the Verse after 1660. The efficient use of an accepted framework, how- 
ever, does not indicate the author’s achievement in this book of many outstanding 
features. Among these are Miss Wedgwood’s historical equipment enabling her to 
show the influence of the temper of the times on the literature without straining after 
cause and effect; the admirable Introduction sketching the characteristics of the English 
and their language at the beginning of the seventeenth century and indicating the 
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theme of the book—that the English, exuberantly active in many ways, were intent 
on the manipulation of their language and the development of literary techniques. 
This last point, never forgotten throughout the book, is markedly illustrated in the 
chapter on Practical Prose, which, standing outside any ordinary framework as it 
does, assuredly shows the author at her best. Remarkable, too, is the sense of continuity 
that is preserved within the period and with the Elizabethan and the Augustan periods, 
and, moreover, the detailed attention given to many works. Finally, the great figures 
like Jonson, Donne, Milton, and Dryden, although so much has been written about 
them, are treated with originality. The author’s delightful style, historical knowledge 
and appreciation of literary values go to the making of an extraordinary book. (820.9) 


EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH LITERATURE. Roger P. McCutcheon. 
Oxford University Press, 5s. F8. 186 pages. Index. (Home University Library) 
Professor McCutcheon surveying the historical background of the eighteenth century, 
in his Introduction, avoids misleading over-simplification when he shows how far the 
interests of the people in art, religion, science and standards of conduct, etc. were in 
keeping with the work of the writers dealt with in the body of this book. In consider- 
ing the many writers between 1700 and 1789 he focuses their work on several main 
points. Defoe, Swift, and the essay-periodical writers, Addison and Steele, show the 
development of prose style. The growth of the essay and that special contribution of 
the eighteenth century, the novel, comes out in his discussion of the essay down to 
Goldsmith’s time, and his sketch of the novelists Richardson, Fielding, Smollett and 
Sterne. Pope’s treatment of the heroic couplet, the significance of “The Rape of the 
Lock’, the work of Gray and the later poets, Crabbe, Cowper and Burns, and the 
poets influenced by Milton and Spenser, show the poetic development of the period. 
There are detailed discussions of some of the works of Swift, Johnson, Gray and Pope, 
and an admirable chapter on the eighteenth-century interest in medieval studies and 
primitive peoples. The author does his work well in a restricted space and his book 
should add a lively interest to the reading or re-reading, of eighteenth-century writers. 
(820.9) 
English Poetry 
JOHN SKELTON. A Selection from his Poems. Edited, with an Introduction, 
by Vivian de Sola Pinto. Sidgwick & Jackson, 6s. C8. 135 pages. Notes. 
Short bibliography. Index. (English Texts Series) 
“Skelton (1460-1529) is not one of the greatest English writers’, concludes Dr. de 
Sola Pinto, “but he is a remarkable artist in language, richly endowed with gifts of 
direct, incisive speech and lyrical sweetness. . . His work is no mere antiquarian 
curiosity but a living influence in an age when poets are faced with problems not unlike 
those of the early sixteenth century and have again sought to use in poetry the rhythms 
and idioms of common speech.’ In Skelton’s poetry, satiric, witty and tender by turn, 
may be witnessed the break-up of the Catholic medieval civilization in England and the 
emergence of the new humanist, individualist tradition of the Renaissance. Dr. de Sola 
Pinto has based the text of his useful modernized selection on Alexander Dyce’s great 
edition of 1843. This he has collated with sixteenth-century editions and added 
explanatory foomotes of obsolete words and customs. (821.22) 


THE LOVE POEMS OF JOHN DONNE. Reprint. Chatto & Windus, 2s. 
sC8. 48 pages. (Zodiac Books) 


An attractively produced modernized selection from Donne’s Songs and Sonnets, 
originally written between 1593 and 1601. Donne’s lyrics were deliberately abrupt, 
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harsh and realistic in reaction to the artificial and mellifluous Elizabethan love song. 

Some of them are mere witty dialectic, others are among the most passionate poems 

ever written. (821.39) 

COLLECTED POEMS. Robert Louis Stevenson. Edited, with an introduction 
and notes, by Janet Adam Smith. Hart-Davis, 18s. 1C8. 572 pages. 
21 woodcuts by the poet. Notes. Index. 

In this well-produced book Miss Adam Smith has brought together all the poems 


which Stevenson himself prepared for publication (in | Inderwoods, Ballads, Songs of 


Travel and A Child’s Garden of Verse), and a liberal selection of his other poems, 
including many of those posthumously published by the Bibliophile Society of Boston, 
U.S.A., in 1916. Miss Adam Smith has selected and grouped the poems with a fine 
discrimination, and has checked most of them against the original manuscripts. Her 
notes, which occupy over a hundred pages, give dates and circumstances of composi- 
tion, with comments of her own, of Stevenson’s and of his friends’; and her admirable 
introduction is both critical and bibliographical. This is certainly the best, most nearly 


definitive, edition which has yet appeared, and will add to Stevenson’s reputation. ‘If 


we are looking for poetry that has mature passion and mystery, that explores sensi- 
bility, that drills down the subconscious, we shall not come to Stevenson’, writes his 
editor. ‘But if we care for the dance of sounds and meanings, for the verse that, 
elegantly or humorously, can always rise to the required occasion, for the great 
commonplace made memorable by style—then Stevenson has a great deal to offer.’ 
(821.89) 
A VAGRANT and Other Poems. David Gascoyne. Lehmann, 7s.6d. D8. 
62 pages. 
It is the lack of faith in Western civilization that oppresses Mr. Gascoyne, and rather 
than submit to ‘a tough generation’ he adopts the viewpoint of the spiritual vagrant. 
He is, sometimes, a little petulant in his scorn of the ‘settled average citizen’ and the 
faces he encounters in the streets of cities, but there is a genuine visionary quality (akin 
to the paintings of Palmer and Calvert which he so much admires) in the poems about 
the country at night, and a poignant religious feeling in the ‘Fragments towards a 
Religio Poetae’. The delicate descriptive power of the Venetian Nocturnes is also 
especially notable. Mr. Gascoyne employs, for the most part, the long, loose line which 


he has made his own. In his introspective romanticism he belongs to the generation of 


English poets who succeeded that of the 1930s. The volume concludes with an amusing 
section of ‘make-weight verse’. (821.91) 


THE LONELY TOWER. Studies in the Poctry of W. B. Yeats. T. R. Henn. 
Methuen, 21s. D8. 382 pages. Frontispiece and 9 illustrations. 2 line draw- 
ings in text. Appendices (including bibliography). Index. 

Mr. Henn’s book is primarily a study of Yeats’s use of symbols, and his development 

as a poet is traced through the expansion and concentration of these symbols and their 

relation to occultism, magic and ‘ancestral memory’. Particularly successful is the 
exposition of Yeats’s theory of the Mask, with its concomitant theory of the self and 

the anti-self. Mr. Henn shows that Yeats deliberately set out to create for himself a 

different personality so that he might write a different sort of poetry. He also relates 

the poetry to Yeats’s interpretation of history, and his preoccupation with certain 
women, painters and poets. As an Irishman himself from C ounty Clare, Mr. Henn 
gives the first significant account of the impact on Yeats of the Irish Rebellion and the 
subsequent ‘Troubles’. There are also introductory chapters on the topographical and 
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biographical background of the poems. Mr. Henn, who is Fellow and Tutor of St. 
Catherine’s College, Cambridge, has produced in this book what is undoubtedly the 
most important study of Yeats so far written. (821.91) 


COLLECTED POEMS in One Volume. Alfred Noyes. Murray, 21s. D8. 
415 pages. 
Most of these poems were originally written in the first decade of the present century 
and belong to a flamboyant romantic tradition which has since fallen into disfavour. 
The most famous of them, Drake (an attempt to write a national epic in ten books), 
Tales of the Mermaid Tavern, and Raleigh, aim at conjuring up the Elizabethan age. 
The Sign of the Golden Shoe gives a melodramatic account of the death of Christopher 
Marlowe, Shakespeare’s greatest contemporary, who died in a tavern brawl at the 
age of twenty-nine, and in the lines devoted to the Mermaid, Shakespeare, Jonson, 
Chapman, Marlowe and others speak in person. Mr. Noyes writes in a loosely strung, 
picturesque and emphatic verse which seldom rises to the level of poetry. At his best, 
in the Armada scenes in Drake, he has a rough vigour of movement and a journalistic 
flair for description. (821.91) 


THE REGION OF THE SUMMER STARS. Charles Williams. Second im- 
pression, reset. Oxford University Press, 6s. IC8. 690 pages. 
Charles Williams’s treatment of the ‘matter of Britain’, the legends which centre in 
King Arthur and the quest of the Grail, differs radically from that of Tennyson and 
the Pre-Raphaclites. He approaches his material with the attitude of a scholar and 
mystic, as a man deeply learned in its Celtic sources, before the Breton monks made 
their version in the ‘matiére de Bretagne’, or Malory rehandled the same material in the 
Morte d’ Arthur. He explains in a preface to the present volume that his main theme is 
the reign of King Arthur in Logres and the achievement of the Grail—Logres being 
Britain regarded as a province of the Holy Roman Empire with its centre at Byzan- 
tium. The time historically is after the conversion of the Empire to Christianity and 
during the expectation of the Return of Our Lord. The poems themselves weave a 
Celtic phantasmagoria of wizards, bards, knights, queens and monsters, at once 
archaic and modern, the product of an enchanted vision. The verse, with its free 
running movement and occasional internal rhymes, is quite individual. The book was 
first published in 1944 by Editions Poetry London. (821.91) 


English Drama 
HAMLET AND THE PIRATES. An Exercise in Literary Detection. 
D. S. Savage. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 9s. 1C8. 115 pages. Notes. 

Mr. Savage, who draws freely upon both A. W. Pollard’s work Shakespeare’s Fight 
with the Pirates (1921) and Professor Dover Wilson’s monographs on Hamlet, has 
compiled an ingenious picce of literary detection. He argues that the episode of 
Hamlet’s capture by the pirates is a later interpolation, specially written by Shakespeare 
for the Good Quarto of 1604 and that it is a “masked reference’ to the copyright 
thieves who had brought out the Bad Quarto of Hamlet in the previous year. Mr. 
Savage analyses the pirate passages and by italicizing certain words and explaining 
their alternative meanings seeks to reveal their ‘concealed content’. He carries his 
argument so far as to suggest that in the figure of Laertes Shakespeare wished to 
personify the Bad Quarto of his play. He contends that Hamlet and Fortinbras struck 
a political bargain during Hamlet’s captivity on the pirate ship. Only in this way, he 
thinks, can an explanation be found for the fact that Fortinbras has Hamlet’s “dying 
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voice’ in his succession to the throne of Denmark. Mr. Savage writes in apparent good 
faith, but his book reads suspiciously like a parody of some of the methods of recent 
Shakespearian research. (822.33) 


English Fiction 
R.L.S. AN OMNIBUS. Selected, edited and introduced by G. B. Stern. 
Cassell, 15s. \C8. 767 pages. Frontispiece. 

Robert Louis Stevenson is represented in this handsome compendium of his prose 
work by four novels (Prince Otto, The Wrong Box, The Ebb-tide, and Weir of Hermiston) ; 
five tales of varying length (Markheim, A Lodging for the Night, Providence and the 
Guitar, The Treasure of Franchard and The Bottle Imp); a selection of essays, travel 
sketches, fables, etc.; and the famous Open Letter to the Reverend Dr. Hyde about 
Father Damien. Most of the items are prefaced by Stevenson’s own comments on 
them, taken from his letters, and Miss Stern provides also a biographical note and a 
very interesting twenty-six-page introduction of comment and criticism. (823.8) 


H. G. WELLS. Norman Nicholson. Arthur Barker, 6s. C8. 105 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (The English Novelists) 
The biographical part of this book considers the first twenty-five years in the life of 
H. G. Wells (1866-1946) sufficiently to show the formative experiences which were 
“to give theme and direction to all his work’. For the purpose of the book Wells’s 
work is divided into categories: The Scientific Romances, The Comedies (chiefly 
concerned with Love and Mr. Lewisham, The History of Mr. Polly, Kipps and Tono- 
Bungay), The Discussion Novels, where the argument predominates over fiction, and 
The Later Works, where Wells appears as an educator. Mr. Nicholson makes it clear 
that these divisions are not mutually exclusive periods, but that they indicate the stages 
of Wells’s development on the road he was taking to educate people in preparation 
for The World State. The works in each group are discussed and compared, often in 
detail, their themes indicated, and the factors traced that led Wells to find these succes- 
sive new forms for his ideas. Each section shows features worthy of note in Mr. 
Nicholson’s treatment, for example: the comparison of Jules Verne and Wells; the 
significance of The Invisible Man; the delineation of Kipps and Mr. Polly; the apprecia- 
tion of Christina Alberta’s Father; the discussion of Wells as a short-story writer, and, 
in the final section, the recognition of Wells’s thought and aims as a whole. Mr. 
Nicholson has a pleasing style. To maintain interest while covering so much ground 
in a small book is a creditable achievement. (823.91) 


English Essays 
FOURTH LEADERS FROM ‘THE TIMES’, 1950. A Selection from the 
past twelve months. The Times Publishing Co., 8s.6d. D8. 189 pages. 

The light essay on the leader page of The Times has for long established its place 
among its more august and weighty near neighbours in this newspaper. The Fourth 
Leader writer picks his varied topics from near and far; often as near as the columns of 
The Times itself. Under an inviting title, he chats easily on the thoughts they suggest 
and, with disarming artlessness, shows to what surprisingly logical conclusions they 
may be followed. Among other things that excite his whimsical curiosity are: what 
house agents should put on their boards nowadays, a good name for a railway engine, 
what is wrong with children’s parties, why great inventors have stopped short at 
mouse-traps, and why a calory is so elusive. Over-worn phrases, filling up forms, 
army cooking and street names are other lines of his playful investigation. Humour, a 


222 








fund of allusions, and the happy phrase are the chief features of his work. The essay 
on Harry Lauder shows in its plain eloquence that our writer has a wider scope than 
jesting. The book is a refreshing entertainment in urbanity, and indicates a not un- 
important side of English culture. (824.91) 


English Letters 
THE HEBER LETTERS, 1783-1832. Edited by R. H. Cholmondeley. 
Batchworth Press, 21s. D8. 335 pages. 9 plates, including portraits and 
a 7 
genealogical tree. Index. 
The Letters begin in 1783, in which year Reginald Heber, afterwards Bishop of 
Calcutta, was born, and end in 1833 when his half-brother Richard Heber, the great 
book-collector, diel. At this time the family was established in Cheshire and in 
Shropshire. This correspondence touches on politics, social life, the Church, the 
Universities, education, wars, India, men of letters, and many other topics. It has been 
collected from the Cholmondeley archives and it now appears edited and annotated 
for the first time. The book : illustrated with plates not previously reproduced which 
include a delightful portrait by J. $. Copley ff Richard Heber at the age of eight. 
(826.6) 
Australian Literature 
POEMS. James Devaney. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 10s.6d. D8. 
126 pages. Frontispiece. 
James Devaney is an Australian poet, critic and novelist, and the author of several 
books on the ethnology and folklore of the Australian aborigines. His latest book is a 
selection from five of his little volumes of verse, ‘Fabian’ (1923), * Earth Kindred’ 
(1931), ‘Dark Road’ (1938), ‘Where the Wind Goes’ (1939) and ‘Freight of Dreams’ 
(1 946), all of which are now out of print. Devaney is a lyrical poet whose sweetness of 
melody is consistent with the simp lic ity with which he expresses emotion. A nature- 
lover with a special affectio n for the Australian scene, he has a gift for description. 
Although he admits that he is ‘not at one with the times in the matter of contemporary 
verse conventions and te niques’, his work will appeal to many readers. (828.99941) 





Norwegian Literature 
THREE PLAYS: TH PILLARS OF THE COMMUNIT? THE WILD DUCK, 
HEDDA GAB! Henrik honk, Trans: ited by Una Ellis-Fermor. Penguin 
Books, 2s.6d. sC8. 368 pages. Notes. Paper bound. (The Penguin Classics) 
Miss Ellis-Fermor has translated Ibsen’s nineteenth-century Norwegian into modern 
English idiom to produce primarily a reader’s translation. The three plays chosen are 
examples of the natur ilistic studies of contemporary life which belong to Ibsen’s 
midc the and late ye: . But, Miss Fermor emphasizes, it is impossible to value Ibsen 
right, even the row 1 of the social problem plays, without an understanding of the 
poet: ‘It takes a knowledge of the whole of his work to see beneath the flawless form 
the volcanic forces that have moulded it.’ In The Pillars of the Community (1 877), which 
initiates the period of social drama, Ibsen’s concern is with the function of truth in 
public life. In The Wild Duck (1884) the problem of truth is shown in relation to 
private life, and in Hedda Gabler (1890) we have, says Miss Fermor, the spectacle of 
‘a mind turning upon itself in a kind of vacuum’. Hedda ‘refuses to discover herself, 
and her conflict and her tragedy are the result of this refusal’. Miss Fermor then 
proceeds to analyse the relation of these plays to one another as works of art, in their 
structure and their drawing of character. (839.8226) 
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French Literature 
THE NOVEL IN FRANCE. Martin Turnell. Hamish Hamilton, 18s. D8. 
448 pages. ¢ illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


In his introductory chapter Mr. Turnell tells us that ‘the study of the French novel is 
primarily a study of the alterations which have taken place in the French language and 
of the novelists’ use of their resources’. Fortunately, Mr. Turnell does not confine 
himself to proof of this statement and his book is more than a mere treatise on style. 
He begins with a study of Madame de La Fayette and the Princesse de Cleves, Choderlos 
de Laclos and the Liaisons Dangereuses, Benjamin Constant and Adolphe. We then pass 
to Stendhal, Mr. Turnell’s favourite (‘I can think of no other nineteenth-century 
writer except Rimbaud who has become so much a part of the fibres of our being’), 
who occupies the greatest amount of space in the book. The next study, Balzac, is the 
least satisfactory, perhaps because only four novels, Le Pére Goriot, Eugénie Grandet, 
Le Curé de Tours, La Cousine Bette, are treated and temptation is great to retaliate by 
quoting from other works in the vast Comédie Humaine. Flaubert is considered in 
Madame Bovary and L’ Education Sentimentale (Mr. Turnell finds something ‘rather sad’ 
in Anglo-Saxon admiration of this book). The final chapter on Proust is probably the 
best in the book. Criticism of style is supported throughout by quotation, with 
English translations of the chosen passages. Mr. Turnell is widely read in modern 
French criticism, and students will find in his book much which is helpful and sugges- 
tive. The volume contains an adequate bibliography, though some of the dogmatic 
award-of-merit comments therein are rather irritating. (843) 
Persian Literature 

RUBAIYAT OF OMAR KHAYYAM. Translated by Edward Fitzgerald. 

Chatto & Windus, 2s. sC8. 32 pages. Frontispiece. (Zodiac Books) 

Fitzgerald’s Omar Khayydm is one of the most charming and skilful renderings of 
Persian poetry into English. It first appeared in 1859, and the text of that edition is 
reprinted here. The best of the quatrains that figure only in the second and fourth 
editions have been given at the end of the book. Fitzgerald arranged Omar’s original 
rubdiydt, or quatrains, to form a sort of eclogue, whereas they were originally arranged 
according to the alphabetical sequence of the rhymes. (891 -§1 1) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


THE ROLE OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN HisTORY. G. V. Plekhanov. 
Reprint. Lawrence & Wishart, 2s. C8. 62 pages. Bound in paper boards. 
This essay was first published in Russia in 1898 under the pseudonym of A. Kirsanov in 
Nauchnoye Obozrenie. It was first published in England in 1940. It occupies a promi- 
nent place amongst those of Plekhanov’s works in which he advocates the Marxian 
theory of social development, and it has played an important part in explaining the 
Marxist view of the role and significance of the individual in history. (901) 
Travels Description 
ISLANDS FOR SALE. Donald McCormick. Peter Garnett, 10s.6d. D8. 
143 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 27 illustrations. 9 maps. Appendices. 
Mr. McCormick has had the excellent idea of collecting information on islands in 
many parts of the world and the opportunities they offer to the would-be settler. 
The book will undoubtedly meet a contemporary demand, and it is satisfactory, 
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therefore, that he does not encourage extravagant hopes of finding island paradises, 
and generally insists on the desirability of qualifications for earning a living. In addi- 
tion to indicating the possibilities of purchasing small islets, he details conditions on 
larger and more sophisticated islands. In addition to those off the British Isles, he 
describes islands in the Pacific, the West Indies, and the Mediterranean. The extent to 
which the islands of the Great Barrier Reef of Australia are being developed as holiday 
resorts is perhaps not generally known. The book is based partly on the writer’s own 
experiences and partly on information supplied by official bodies. The outlook generally 
is eminently sensible, with its insistence upon thorough prior investigation and 
personal initiative. (910) 


HOME IS WHERE I FIND IT. N. J. Marr. Museum Press, 12s.6d. D8. 
286 pages. 
Mrs. Marr is the wife of an army officer whom she accompanied to Japan in the 
"thirties. Later they were in Hong Kong and, for a short time, in Peking. Duty next 
took them to Singapore, whence she and her young daughter were evacuated, shortly 
before the fall of Malaya, to West Australia. The family was reunited again in India 
where they spent the later years of the war; and the book closes with a stay in the 
United States. This bald recital conveys nothing of the quality of the achievement, or 
of the courage and resourcefulness of the writer. Added to this, she is most observant 
of human character, and can portray an individual in a few words. The Japanese, clean 
and honest, but war-educated, and brutal soldiers; the Chinese stricken by starvation 
in Peking; the distracted refugecs sailing from Singapore; Indian servants, their short- 
comings and devotion—all these and many more are vividly presented. This is a most 
entertaining and humane commentary on home-making in widely differing parts of 
the world. (910) 


TRIAL BY TANDEM. Alan McCulloch. puciannees by the author. F. Wi 
Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia), 17s.6d. D8. 235 pages. Illustrations. 

Anyone who ventures to travel from Paris to Positano on a tandem is bound to 
encounter adventures of various kinds. Alan McCulloch is an Australian who gave 
up his banking career to travel and paint. The journey begins in Paris where Alan and 
his wife, Ellen, bought the indispensable tandem. From then on it is a two-thousand- 
mile ride through Provence, the Riviera, Milan, Florence, Rome, Naples, Positano and 
various other places. There is a rich miscellany of description and observation. Most 
of the places are depicted by stressing their salient features and there is much anecdote 
about local characters—beggars, artists, opulent tourists, bores, gamblers, youth hostel 
managers and some remnants of European aristocracy. The illustrations by the author 
are deft and suggestive and contribute to the travel atmosphere of the book. (914) 


ULSTER AND THE CITY OF BELFAST. Richard Hayward. Foreword by 
Maurice Walsh. Arthur Barker, 15s. D8. 256 pages. 78 pencil sketches by 
Raymond Piper. 2 maps and table on endpapers. (This is Ireland) 

The second of Mr. Hayward’s series of four books on Ireland, the first being Leinster 

and the City of Dublin. The author, who is well-known in Ireland both as a singer and 

writer, is on his home ground in this book and his enthusiasm for his own province 
is infectious. He is unassertive but obviously passionately fond of Ireland and conveys 
that island’s charm. The book is about the land rather than about the people. Special 
attention is given to history, archaeology and geology. The illustrations are delightful 
and achieve a great measure of success with both buildings and landscape. (914.16) 
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THE Visitors’ BOOK. Edited by Harry Ballam and Roy Lewis. Max 
Parrish, 15s. L.Post 8. 256 pages. 13 illustrations. Index. 

“England and the English, as others have seen them, A.D. 1§00 to 1950” provide the 
subjects of this lively anthology, and the ‘others’ are sixty-five visitors to England, 
including Venetians, Dutch, Greeks, French, Germans, Italians, Persians, Russians, 
Americans, Hindus, Canadians, Spanish, Chinese, etc. Their observations (all given in 
English) range from the scandalized or contemptuous to the bewildered or eulogistic, 
and deal with manners and morals, religion, sex, dress, food, sport, and many other 
aspects of life. What Erasmus wrote in 1500 or Voltaire in 1729, for example, makes 
amusing comparison with, say, the views of S. de Madariaga, Mr. Chiang Yee or 
Miss Virginia Cowles in our own time. The illustrations are equally cosmopolitan and 
entertaining. (914.2) 


ENGLAND WEST. Sydney R. Jones. Studio Publications, 18s. sR8. 272 pages. 
Over roo illustrations. 4 maps. Index. 


The basis of this book is a selection—and a generous selection—of the drawings of 
Sydney Jones, made over a number of years. It is the second of a trilogy—England South 
has already appeared and England East is to come. England West, as interpreted by the 
author, is not perhaps what is usually understood by that term. It ranges from Oxford 
and the Upper Thames to Carlisle and the Roman Wall, with the Welsh border and 
the western flanks of the Pennines included. This is a region rich in natural beauty and 
architectural variety. Mr. Jones’s careful topographical drawings do justice to both; 
avoiding, understandably, the industrial areas, he records lovingly the details of 
achievements, great and small, in Cotswold stone, Warwickshire half-timber, and 
northern stone. The text is partly comment on the illustrations, partly reminiscences, 
packed with melodious names of villages and hamlets; at its best, good conversation 
but sometimes undistinguished. The lapses can be forgiven for the writer’s enthusiasm 
—and, above all, for his drawings. (914.2) 


THE LONDON PERAMBULATOR. James Bone. New edition. Jonathan Cape, 
10s.6d. D8. 224 pages. 16 drawings by Sir Muirhead Bone. 
This delectable study of London has been reprinted frequently since its first appearance 
in 1925. Its author in the preface wishes for a key ‘to unlock the heart of London’, and 
the leisurely browsing and observation suggested by ‘perambulator’ are just such a 
key. This ‘interminable soot-darkened mass’, London, is shown to differ from other 
capitals, with its “variety of Londoners’, its atmosphere, its “hundreds of specialized 
and characteristic streets... of publishers ... fish merchants... bedding manu- 
facturers’. It has its beauty—* Wren’s white spires and towers’, its ancient inns, and its 
connections—with Lamb, Bacon, Dickens, Barrie, Falstaff, Nell Gwynn, a thousand 
others. This is not a fact-laden account; Mr. Bone, in a stimulating chapter on 
*Londoners’, admits the impossibility of putting ‘a compass over Leviathan’. He 
throws into relief the characteristic, mingling with it evocative anecdotes and 
reminiscences. Sir Muirhead Bone’s drawings alone would capture the great city’s 
enduring grandeur, homeliness, and individuality. The two combine to liberate from 
“bulk and multitude’ the character, and from ‘accidentalness’ the quality, which are at 
the heart of London. (914.21) 
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THE SPIRIT OF LONDON. Paul Cohen-Portheim. Revised by Raymond 
Mortimer. 3rd edition. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. 128 pages. Coloured frontis- 
piece and 93 illustrations. Map. Index. 


WE SEE DEVON. Written and illustrated by Val Doone. Harrap, 15s. C4. 
94 pages. 23 plates. 10 maps. Index. 
COUNTRY LIFE PICTURE BOOK OF BRITAIN. Second Series. Country 
Life, 10s.6d. M4. 104 pages. 91 plates. Map. 
Visitors who will be drawn by the attractions of the forthcoming Festival of Britain 
are offered in these three books as welcome an introduction to the spirit of the Festival 
as they could wish for. The revised work of Cohen-Portheim, a keen observer of the 
London way of life, graphically illustrates the changes wrought in the metropolis by 
the last war. Its frank criticisms and discursive treatment raise it well above the guide- 
book level. Val Doone, another keen observer, roams wistfully through colourful 
Devon and crystallizes its fascination in pleasant prose and superb photography. 
Through the camera’s eye, the Country Life Picture Book introduces the prospective 
visitor to a still wider panorama of the scenic beauty of Britain. 
(914.21) (914.235) (914.2) 


BEAUTIFUL LONDON. 103 Photographs by Helmut Gernsheim. With a 
Foreword by James Pope-Hennessy. Phaidon Press, 17s.6d. ID4. 124 pages. 
Notes on the plates by Helmut Gernsheim. 


Despite the haphazard structure of London, ‘this city’, says Mr. Pope-Hennessy in a 
finely written introduction, ‘contains not only a number of architectural works of the 
first importance, but a myriad places of quiet, rather melancholy beauty, as well as 
many hundreds with historical and literary associations for students and lovers of the 
past’. He proceeds to draw attention to those that should not be missed. Much has been 
destroyed in one way or another, but the essential character of the city survives un- 
altered and it is this character that Mr. Gernsheim has captured so successfully in the 
photographs that form the bulk of this book. Mr. Gernsheim is a brilliant photo- 
grapher, particularly noted for his photographs of architectural and sculptural detail. 
The photographs reproduced here are magnificent, in composition, quality and detail. 
The book is a lesson in appreciation, both for those already acquainted with the 
capital—to whom it will impart new vision—and for those who have yet to visit it. As 
a record of the beauty of London, it is a book that neither should be without. The 
notes on the plates enumerate points of interest attaching to each subject. —_ (914.21) 


KENT. Reginald Turnor. Elek, 15s. sC4. 30 wood-engravings by Monica 
Poole. 74 photographs. 4 maps. (Vision of England Series) 
Mr. Turnor was not intimidated by the thought of adding another book to the 
literature on Kent. He sct out in a business-like way to make the circuit of the county 
and to set down straightforwardly his comments and judgments on Kentish scenery, 
architecture, and history. His own leaning is towards architecture, and he has many 
incisive comments on the buildings, good and indifferent, to be found in the county. 
For him, the Weald is ‘the essence of the vision of Kent’, and he finds it much more 
beautiful than the Downs. The wood-engravings by Miss Poole are very successful 
in conveying the atmosphere of Kent: there is something very friendly about her 
villages and fields. (914.223) 
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DERBYSHIRE. Crichton Porteous. Hale, 15s. D8. 318 pages. 49 illustrations. 
Folding map. Index. (The County Books Series) 
Although Derbyshire is not the author’s native county he finds it more satisfying than 
any other county, chiefly because the evidence of man’s age-long fight against adverse 
conditions is more concentrated there than anywhere else. He does not adopt a conven- 
tional classification of subjects in his story of the county, but takes the reader on all the 
journeys he has made throughout Derbyshire in his long association with it. In this way 
his talks on the types of scenery, the traits, customs and the dialect of the people are 
reminiscences, and his visits to castles, great houses, and prehistoric remains are dealt 
with as a personal narrative. He has interesting things to say about the peculiar Derby- 
shire caves and caverns, decayed industries, the mining area and the railway engincer- 
ing in the county. Local history and gossip, legends, old records and works of modern 
literature are drawn on; books are discussed and suggested, too, for further reading. 
Mr. Crichton Porteous maintains that a site for the first National Park could well be 
found in Derbyshire. He displays all the qualities of a good guide: enthusiasm, clear 
narrative and first-hand knowledge. (914.251) 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. Alison Uttley. Hale, 15s. D8. 442 pages. 49 illustra- 
tions. Folding map. Bibliography. Index. (The County Books Series) 


The author rightly calls this book a kind of anthology, for it is a selection from her 
personal impressions and experiences gained in her wanderings about Buckinghamshire. 
The selection is generous and comprehensive, dealing, as it does, with factory indus- 
tries and village crafts; important towns and obscure hamlets; county families well- 
known in national history, and plain folk enthusiastic in their local lore and patriotism. 
The introduction gives a fairly detailed survey of the county as a whole, emphasizing 
particularly the differences between North and South Buckinghamshire. The narra- 
tive is then mainly developed by descriptions of the features of towns and villages and 
their surroundings as they have impre ssed the author. The ‘pictures’ of the county, 
which the writer says she has collected, appear in many graceful descriptions of small 
beauty spots, of bird song, the lacemakers, the gipsies and the countrymen. A pleasant 
quality of the book is that it conveys and stimulates interest in the small features of 
scenes, buildings and the life of the people past and present. Geologists, geographers 
and guide-books have given much information about Buckinghamshire, but this inter- 
esting and excellently illustrated book adds freshness to the story of the county. 
(914.2575) 


FRENCH LIFE AND LANDSCAPE. I. PARIS AND THE NORTH. Alfred 

Firth. Elek, 12s.6d. D8. 132 pages. 97 photographs. Endpaper map. Index. 
To attempt, in so few pages, to give an adequate idea of French life and landscape in 
the whole of northern France, including Paris, might seem an impossible task, yet 
Mr. Firth has succeeded admirably in it. He has inevitably had to select, but the selec- 
tion is obviously that of a man of wide and lively interests, with a personal knowledge 
of his subject. The descriptions of French life, and character too, are concentrated 
chiefly in the introductory chapter, which contains a surprising amount of informa- 
tion, geological, geographical and historical, about the whole of France. But excellent 
historical summaries also introduce the eight chapters which deal respectively with the 
landscape and buildings of Paris, the Ile de France (two chapters), Normandy and 
Maine, Brittany, the Loire country and Poitou, the Nord, and finally Champagne, 
Lorraine and Alsace. Since Mr. Firth’s passion is clearly architecture, it is natural that his 
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two chapters on the Ile de France (one devoted to cathedrals) and the Loire country 
should be the most vivid. Here, as elsewhere, he uses an easy narrative style, not con- 
cerning himself with precise routes or directions, but describing each place of note— 
and quite often the lesser known too—as though they were encountered on a desul- 
tory journey. To have described even cursorily some two hundred places in so short a 
space would in itself be a feat; but Mr. Firth contrives to make his descriptions seem 
leisurely, because of the well-chosen and often curious detail which adorns them. No 
architectural nicety escapes him, and he can even find space to mention, for instance, 
the Goyas in the museum at Lille, the minor Spanish pictures at Villandry, and that 
strange, watery country of the Clairmarais, near St. Omer. Beautiful photographs 
illustrate the text, and there is a full index of the place names mentioned in it. (914.4) 


WINTERS OF CONTENT and other Discursions on Mediterranean Art and 
Iravel. Osbert Sitwell. Duckworth, 21s. D8. 362 pages. Frontispiece and 
17 illustrations. Index. 

The title gives a clear indication of the scope of this book, in which Sir Osbert has in- 

cluded most of Winters of Content (1932) and those chapters from Discursions (1925) 

which deal with southern Italy and Sicily. In space, therefore, the range is from Venice 

through Apulia and Emilia, to that unique seventeenth-century town Noto, near 

Syracuse. Interwoven with these travel experiences are dissertations on the transplant- 

ing of Palladian architecture to England, the affinities of Correggio, Tintoretto and El 

Greco, and the character of King Bomba (Ferdinard II of Naples). The whole forms 

an imaginative interpretation of an Italy that has ceased to exist. (914.5) 


BY ITALIAN SHORES: GENOA TO NAPLES. Eric Whelpton. Evans 
Brothers, 9s.6d. D8. 185 pages. 17 plates. Endpaper map. Index. (Windows 
on the World) 

Mr. Whelpton is the author of Paris Today and The Book of Dublin, and was for some 

time editor of The Italian Mail. His book is an informal description of the west coast of 

Italy from Genoa to Naples and Salerno, and includes many of the lesser-known places. 

The photographs have been carefully chosen and are well reproduced. (914.5) 


MARCO POLO. Maurice Collis. Faber, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 200 pages. 4 plates. 
Sketch map. Index. 
The choice of Mr. Maurice Collis to retell the adventures of Marco Polo was a fortu- 
nate one. Formerly in the Italian Civil Service, he treads much ground that is familiar 
to him and brings to his task the skill of the historian and dramatist that he is. Here is 
learning without its outward show and a quality of direct and simple observation 
rivalling that of the famous traveller whom he depicts. As the author states of Polo: 
‘three things, clear reporting, common sense and a subject of incomparable interest 
sufficed’. So indeed have they sufficed here to produce a narrative capable of exciting 
and fascinating readers of all ages. (915) 


AFRICAN JOURNEY. André Siegfried. Translated from the French by 
Edward Fitzgerald. Jonathan Cape, 10s.6d. 1C8. 159 pages. 5 maps. 
M. Siegfried spent four months travelling through the Belgian Congo, Rhodesia and 
South Africa. This book, translated by Edward Fitzgerald, consists of his comments, 
written in the course of his journey and originally published in Le Figaro. In describing 
his travels he has much to say on political, racial, and economic questions and in a 
concluding chapter he expresses grave doubts as to the future prospects of the white 
races both in Africa and elsewhere in the world. (916.8) 
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MAGIC YUCATAN. A Journey Remembered. Lilo Linke. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 
D8. 160 pages. 34 illustrations. 


Miss Linke follows up her Andean Adventure with a tour of another picturesque part 
of Latin America. Although there does not appear anything magic about the present- 
day descendants of the old dead Mayan Empire, she does convey her awareness of a 
grim fascination in the ruins of Chichen-Itza, the old Mayan capital. The real magic of 
Yucatan, she thinks, lies in the jungle. Her best scenic description is her jungle journey 
to the Mayan-speaking villages in the backlands. At one of these—Dzula, of 250 
inhabitants—she stayed for some time in the headquarters of the Cultural Mission, a 
Government institution for giving educational facilities to the Mayans. The descrip- 
tion of the admirable, patient, and often heartbreaking work of this Mission (of which 
about fifty exist in the backward parts of Mexico) and the observations she made of 
Mayan-Indian life and customs form the main part of her book. She visited Merida, 
the modern capital, twice and learnt much about the foreign and native elements of 
the city. There is interesting information about the history and the present problems 
of Yucatan, but the writer excels in her character sketches of people. Her successful 
efforts in this enlightening book should encourage Miss Linke to write more fully of 
a people she has learnt to understand. (917.26) 


THE SILENT TRAVELLER IN NEW YORK. Written and illustrated by 
Chiang Yee. Preface by Van Wyck Brooks. Methuen, 21s. D8. 298 pages. 
17 plates in colour and 120 sketches in text. Endpaper map. 

Chiang Yee will be well known to many for his books on London, Oxford, and the 

Lake District, to mention a few only. A resident in England for more than fifteen 

years, he knows a surprising amount about the country and its people; it is all the more 

interesting therefore to read of his reactions to very different scenes. His New York 
is not the rushing, noisy city of convention. It is a quieter and very human New York 
which he portrays, often with mischievous humour; a city seen at unusual hours, and 
in varied atmospheric conditions. Times Square particularly attracted him, and, 
equally strongly, he was repelled by the falsitics of Chinatown. His own country is 

constantly in his mind, whether he is contemplating skyscrapers—‘ bamboo shoots in a 

Chinese grove in early spring’—or reflecting upon the fundamental qualities of man- 

kind in general. A number of pleasant verses written in Chinese and translated by him- 

self are scattered through the book; but it is without doubt to the illustrations in 
colour that the reader will turn first. Here he has succeeded in interpreting a modern 
city through a medium which at first sight would appear entirely unsuitable; never- 
theless, the skilful fusion of subject and style has produced some very agreeable results. 

(917.471) 

QUEENSLAND. A Camera Study. Frank Hurley. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia), 35s. 239 pages. Photographs. Endpaper maps. 


Frank Hurley, the well-known Australian photographer who accompanied Sir 
Douglas Mawson and Sir Ernest Shackleton on Antarctic expeditions and was official 
war photographer during two world wars, has produced a most attractive photographic 
study of Queensland. The bulk of the book consists of photographs, many in colour, 
depicting the various features of Queensland—Brisbane, the main towns, the beautiful 
reserves, the Darling Downs, the Great Barrier Reef. In addition, considerable em- 
phasis is placed on the major primary and secondary industries such as forestry, metal 
and mineral industries, pearling and fruit growing, agriculture and stock rearing. 
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There is an introductory chapter on the historical development of Queensland, and 
descriptive passages accompany all the other sections. This is a book not only for those 
who wish to learn about Queensland, but also for those who are connoisseurs of vital 
landscape photography. (919.43) 


Biography 
IF I HAD MY TIME AGAIN. An Anthology. Selected and arranged by 
Sir James Marchant. Introduction by Lord Horder. Odhams Press, 10s.6d. 
D8. 256 pages. Signature endpapers. 
Twenty men and women who have earned distinction in widely different walks of 
life have here given their answer to the question: “What would you do if you could 
live your life over again?’ The contributors include representatives of the Armed 
Forces, the Church, literature and journalism, law, politics and the theatre, and there 
is an introductory essay by Lord Horder, Physician to H.M. the King. Here is a rich 
quarry for the social historian or the philosopher, while those who are simply in- 
terested in their fellow men will find much to entertain them in these brief auto- 
biographies and thoughtful assessments of ‘what might have been’. (920.042) 


FAMILY CASE-BOOK. Hubert van Zeller. Collins, 12s.6d. D8. 256 pages. 
8 illustrations. 


Dom Hubert van Zeller is a Benedictine monk of Downside Abbey, Bath, and has 
been since 1925. This is a chronicle about various members of his family, an old one 
originating in the Low Countries but with branches elsewhere in Europe—in Portugal, 
Spain, Germany and England. In chapters concerning his father, mother, uncles, 
aunts and family retainers the author incidentally draws a clear picture of Edwardian 
society. The family was a travelled, cosmopolitan one, in some ways very conven- 
tional, yet in others displaying marked individuality. Dom Hubert’s father, a keen 
sportsman particularly fond of sailing, eventually became Governor of the Red Sea 
Province of Egypt; his grandfather was Consul-General in Hamburg and a noted big 
game hunter. This is a most entertaining record, interesting for its recollections of a 
vanished era. (922.2) 


JOHN NEWTON. A Biography. Bernard Martin. Heinemann, 21s. D8. 
380 pages. 13 illustrations. Index. 

A really invaluable biography for anyone interested in the eighteenth century i 
England, the African Slave Trade, the Ev angelical Movement, or the poet Cries 
Newton (1725-1807) went to sea at an early age as a merchant seaman, was impressed 
into the Navy for a short time and subsequently became engaged in the Guinea slave 
trade. From being a violently irreligious and loose-living man he was converted to 
Calvinist Christianity by experiences and escapes from death in his hazardous occupa- 
tion. He remained captain of a slaver for some time after his conversion. He grew more 
and more interested in religion, was eventually ordained in the Church of England 
and became curate of Olney. His ‘Authentic Narrative’ of his slave-trading life 
created quite a stir when it came out, and in a previous book Mr. Martin has traced 
some interesting relations between it and Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner. The last part of 
the book describes Newton’s life as one of the leaders of the Evangelicals, friend of 
Cowper, comrade of Wilberforce, George Whitefield and Wesley. The domestic 
details of life at this time are well described. It is a pity that there is no portrait of 
Newton or his wife. (922.3) 
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SIR TOBIE MATHEW. David Mathew. Max Parrish, 6s. sC8. 88 pages. 
8 plates. 8 line drawings. (Personal Portraits) 
Personal Portraits is a series of short, illustrated biographies by well-known authors 
whose subject-matter is personally connected in some intimate way with themselves. 
Bishop Mathew’s best-known book is perhaps his Catholicism in England, but he has 
recently published a new novel The Mango on the Mango Tree. He here describes the 
life and character of his ancestor, Sir Tobie Mathew. Son of an Archbishop of York 
and friend of Francis Bacon, Tobie Mathew might have had a different career had it 
not been for his conversion to the Church of Rome, at a time when religion held a 
peculiarly political concern. He was imprisoned, then exiled abroad for many years. 
His travels, friendships with eminent men, his translations (including the first of 
St. Augustine’s Confessions into English) and negotiations as an agent for the purchase 
of Rubens’s paintings and other works of art are interestingly described. He was 
allowed to return under Charles I, was knighted for diplomatic services and, gradually 
drifting away from the Court, died in Flanders in 1665. Not a great deal is known of 
this strange man who began life as a courtier and died a priest, but much of what is 
available has been carefully assembled into this little book. (923.242) 


ONE MAN'S HAND. The Story of Sir Charles Coghlan and the Liberation 
of Southern Rhodesia. J. P. R. Wallis. Longmans, Green, 18s. D8. 270 pages. 
2 portraits. Bibliography. Index. 
Chis is the first biography of Sir Charles Coghlan (1863-1927), whose name is sur- 
prisingly little known in Britain. He was born in South Africa, of Irish descent, 
and took up a legal career in which he attained considerable distinction, but he is 
chiefly associated with the political development of Southern Rhodesia, of which he 
was first Prime Minister. In his activities he was opposed to both the British South 
Africa Company which he felt should not be allowed to dominate the affairs of 
Rhodesia, and to the Union of South Africa, since he believed that Rhodesia had a 
greater future outside than inside the Union. The book is based on private papers, 
public archives and personal reminiscences as well as on printed books. (923.268) 


THE PLACE IN LEGAL HISTORY OF SIR WILLIAM SHARESHULL, 
CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE KING'S BENCH, 1350-1361. A Study of 
Judicial and Administrative Methods in the Reign of Edward III. Bertha 
Haven Putnam. Cambridge University Press, 30s. D8. 346 pages. Notes. 
Appendices. Index. (Cambridge Studies in English Legal History) 

Contemporary and later opinions on Shareshull’s character and ability diverge to such 

an extent that a new study was necessary to determine his real place in the legal history 

of England. Miss Putnam has made a most comprehensive examination of a man 
whose influence on affairs of state was considerable and who did much in moulding 
the law of the land. She reviews his family history and professional career, the part he 
played in public affairs and in framing legislation and his policy of law enforcement. 

A chapter is devoted to his staff, expenses and travelling arrangements which throws 

considerable light on the methods adopted by the King’s Justices on their migrations 

throughout the country. Shareshull has been frequently confused with a colleague, 

John Shardelow, and Miss Putnam does much to disentangle them. His legal doctrine 

is examined and character vindicated. Finally, an estimate is made of his significance 

and influence on legal, economic and administrative history. Appendices contain 
genealogical facts, evidence as to Shareshull’s activities and a record of both Shareshull 
and Shardelow in the Upper Courts. Notes and authorities are given in a separate 
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section so that the narrative is uninterrupted. Miss Putnam’s research among both 
published and unpublished records and documents has, obviously, been prodigious 
and historians owe her a considerable debt of gratitude for the production of this book. 
Miss Putnam was sometime Professor of History at Mount Holyoke College, U.S.A., 
and has long been recognized as an authority on legal history. (923.442) 


JOHN HUNTER. S. Roodhouse Gloyne. Livingstone, 15s. IM8. 114 pages. 
Frontispiece. 16 plates. Bibliography. Index. 
John Hunter, whose memory is preserved in the Hunterian Orations and Hunterian 
Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, was foremost surgeon in Dr. Johnson’s 
London. Born in Lanarkshire in 1782, he dispensed with the normal classical education 
of his day, and came to London, where he worked as an assistant in his brother’s 
private anatomy school. After a brief period as an army surgeon he returned to 
London, entered into practice as a private surgeon, and took up teaching in his own 
school of anatomy. He earned himself fame as a great pioneer in medical teaching, in 
surgical methods, and in the introduction of a truly scientific outlook into medical 
practice. Refusing to accept the teaching of the earlier authorities, he replaced them by 
his own observations made in the course of thousands of dissections, and inspired a 
whole generation of surgeons, including such famous names as Astley Cooper, Jenner, 
and Abernethy. He had a passion for collecting specimens, anatomical and zoological, 
and his home became a great museum and zoological gardens; but unlike earlier collec- 
tions of curios, his muscum was only a means to the larger end of medical instruction. 
It is to him that we owe many of our present ideas on the function and planning of 
museums. Although a small work, Dr. Gloyne’s biography gives a convincing account 
of a most interesting personality set in a background of eighteenth-century medical 
practice, with its crude surgery without anaesthetics, its body-snatching activities, and 
its lack of hygiene. A consulting pathologist himself, the author is able to appreciate 
fully Hunter’s many contributions to knowledge. (926.1) 
DAWSON OF PENN. Francis Watson. Chatto & Windus, 18s. D8. 352 pages. 
Portrait. Index. 
[his biography of an outstanding physician combines the story of a successful career 
and an eminently happy life. One of a moderately prosperous middle-class family, 
Dawson had to struggle to complete his medical training at University College, 
London, and by various stages to win his appointment as Honorary Physician at the 
London Hospital. Emphasis is laid throughout upon the personal qualities rather than 
the mental brilliance which led to the development of a successful consulting practice 
in Wimpole Street. Handsome and dignified, Lord Dawson was endowed with an 
extraordinary sympathy with human nature, which brought him a rare understanding 
of his patients, from the Royal Family to the most humble at the London Hospital. His 
tenure of the Presidency of the Royal College of Physicians and of the British Medical 
Association testifies that he was no less trusted by medical men than by his patients. In 
the House of Lords he took a statesmanlike interest in matters relating to social welfare 
and to medicine. While full justice is done to Lord Dawson’s achievements and faith- 
ful service, much of the charm of the book lies in the description of the London medical 
world between 1890 and 1940 (926.1) 
AMONG THE GAUCHOS. Hugo Backhouse. Jarrolds, 15s. D8. 208 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece and 42 illustrations. Drawings in text. Glossary. 
Mr. Backhouse set out for Argentina early this century at the age of sixteen with the 
sum of £50. He served a hard apprenticeship among the tough cattlemen of the south, 
before he became first overseer, then manager and finally owner of his own estancias. 
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He worked first on the cattle lands in the south of the province of Buenos Aires, then 
in the wild monte of San Luis, the sierras of Cérdoba, and back to the plains of Santa Fé 
around Venado Tuerto. It is one of the few weaknesses of this book that Mr. Back- 
house mentions no dates; another is the lack of a map to help the reader to appreciate 
the vast size of the Argentine ‘camp’ where distances are measured not in miles but in 
leagues. It is this very vastness that assures the continuance of much that Mr. Back- 
house describes. The gauchos of today may not be such picturesque figures as their 
forbears but their spirit remains the same. They have to cope, as their forbears did, 
with drought, the storms, the dust and the locusts. The conditions under which they 
labour breed a tough race, silent, hot blooded, with their own fierce code of honour; 
men who have both Spanish and Indian blood in their veins—the real criollos never 
met with in the cities. This is a most refreshing book, full of good stories and interest- 
ing information. (926.36) 


REMINISCENCES OF A VINTNER. Ian Maxwell Campbell. Chapman & 
Hall, 18s. D8. 288 pages. 9 plates. Index. 
Colonel Campbell, doyen of the wine trade in Britain, has succeeded, through these 
most pleasant reminiscences, in transferring to his readers the nostalgia of these grim 
days for an age that is gone beyond return if not recall. Like the vintage of 1870, the 
year of this happy warrior’s birth, he has grown old with a youthful grace. The book 
abounds in memories of a life well spent, a life embracing interests ranging widely 
from soldiering and travelling to Highland games and cricket on the village green. 
Readers of Colonel Campbell’s earlier book, Wayward Tendrils of the Vine, will turn 
to this one with all the eager anticipation of old wine-tasters. And here they will find 
wisdem and knowledge to give to this full cup of happy memories a fine bouquet. 
(926.632) 


MAD GENIUS. A Biography of Edmund Kean with particular reference 
to the women who made and unmade him. Maurice Willson Disher. 
Hutchinson, 21s. M8. 196 pages. 40 illustrations. Index. Printed endpapers. 

The author of Clowns and Pantominies, Fairs, Circuses and Music Halls, Blood and Thunder 

(a history of melodrama), etc., here provides a biography of one of the greatest 

English tragic actors (1789-1833) written in the manner of a novel. The form used may 

deter stage historians from secking here an authentic account of Kean’s life. But the 

facts are vouched for by references to many known sources, and, particularly interest- 
ing, new material has been provided by the diaries of James Winston (front-of-the- 
house manager of Drury Lane Theatre at the time of Kean’s rise to fame) which Mr. 

Willson Disher has lately acquired. Kean’s love-letters to Charlotte Cox, printed at the 

time of the case Cox v. Kean when Charlotte’s husband was awarded £800, are 

printed here in chronological order and reveal how much of Kean’s downfall was 
attributable to her. This ‘fictional’ life captures some of the essence of Kean’s genius 

and provides a lively history of life in and around the theatre at that time. (927.92) 


THE STRANGE CASE OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. Malcolm Elwin. 
Macdonald, 12s.6d. D8. 256 pages. 8 illustrations. Index. 


Although revaluations of Stevenson’s work and life are overdue, the centenary year 
(he was born in 1850) produced no long critical study and only one biography, this of 
Mr. Elwin’s—Mr. Graham Greene’s having been postponed. Mr. Elwin’s book could 
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be longer with advantage, for Stevenson’s last seven years, productive and adventurous 
as they were, have been crowded into a final chapter on ‘Saranac and Samoa’, and 
Stevenson’s wife receives less than justice; but this is in many respects an admirable 
biography. Mr. Elwin has made some use of unpublished material, including Steven- 
son’s letters to Mrs. Sitwell and to W. E. Henley, and quotes copiously, to good effect, 
from Stevenson’s other writings, which supply much of the vivid descriptive 
detail. His rebellious adolescence and amorous misadventures are dealt with judi- 
ciously, although too much emphasis is perhaps laid on the “Jekyll and Hyde’ elements 
in his own personality. His work is related to his life and there is a good deal of inci- 
dental criticism of his development as a writer. The ‘standard’ biography of Stevenson 
remains to be written, but this book is carefully documented, sympathetically critical, 
and very interesting throughout. (928.238) 


RUDE ASSIGNMENT. A Narrative of My Career Up-to-date. Wyndham 
Lewis. Hutchinson, 21s. IM8. 231 pages. 23 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Painter, satirist, political pamphleteer, novelist, philosopher and critic, Wyndham 

Lewis has written this angry book not so much as plain autobiography as to justify 

himself in face of what he regards as a deliberate campaign of misrepresentation and 

calumny. Tantalizingly, he remarks that even now he is not allowed to tell the whole 
story and promises to produce a fully documented supplement for circulation to the 

national libraries of England and America. Though Mr. Lewis allows the reader a 

brief glimpse of himself as a member of the pre-1914 art world of London, Paris and 

Munich, the main argument of the book is political. He is a penetrating critic of 

current political theories, but he is at his best in his literary and philosophical criticism 

—that is, of the various Time philosophies and of American novelists’ cult of the 

‘tough’. His analysis of the Royalist-Catholic writers of France is also extremely illu- 

minating. Like everything that Mr. Lewis writes, the present book is immensely 

stimulating. It is divided into three parts: the first deals largely with the adverse condi- 
tions under which the artist and writer today have to work; part two contains a brief 
autobiography; part three is devoted to a biography of Mr. Lewis’s own books. All 

three sections contain spirited replies to attacks. (928.2791) 


EDWARD GARNETT. H. E. Bates. Max Parrish, 6s. sC8. 87 pages. 8 plates. 
3 line drawings. (Personal Portraits) 
Each of the biographies in this series is written by someone whose life has been deeply 
influenced by the subject of it. In this case the novelist H. E. Bates gives an affectionate 
portrait of the great critic who discovered him at the age of twenty. Edward Garnett 
(1868-1937), the son of Dr. Richard Garnett, Keeper of Printed Books at the British 
Museum, and the husband of Constance Garnett, had during his lifetime almost as 
great an influence in English literary circles as Dr. Johnson had in eighteenth-century 
London. He was, says Mr. Bates, ‘one of the last of the great nineteenth-century 
literary eccentrics, born and fostered in an age when eccentricity in literary men was 
the vogue’. As well as the vivid portrait of Garnett, Mr Bates gives a most interest- 
ing account of his own development as a writer under Garnett’s influence. (928.2891) 


RICHARD HILLARY. A Life. Lovat Dickson. Macmillan, 8s.6d. 1C8. 
214 pages. 9 plates. 

The brief life story of Richard Hillary is the story of the Battle of Britain in its essence. 

He was one of ‘the few’ who knew its exaltation, its indescribable sufferings and its 
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spirit of self-immolation. The story has been substantially told in Hillary’s book, The 
Last Enemy. This ‘Life’, by his publisher friend, Mr. Dickson, gives some new details 
of his upbringing, but its most interesting revelation is that of the spiritual kinship 
between Richard Hillary and Lawrence of Arabia. Their lives, the one in the First 
World War and the other in the Second, trace a pattern that is revealing in its simi- 
larity and affinity. Mr. Dickson has given a sympathetic picture of this young life 
which, with so many others, blossomed and withered at the terrifying speed of their 
tragic decade. (928.2891) 


Heraldry 

BOUTELL’S HERALDRY. Revised by C. W. Scott-Giles. Warne, 42s. 
SuR8. 328 pages. 28 colour plates. 446 text illustrations. Bibliography. 
Glossary and index. 


This comprehensive book has been compiled from two standard works of reference by 
Charles Boutell: The Manual of Heraldry, and English Heraldry, both of which appeared 
in numerous editions between 1863 and 1931. Mr. Scott-Giles has adapted the originals 
freely, to meet modern needs, and has produced an encyclopedic handbook in which 
the history, terminology and usages of English heraldry are clearly and fully presented. 
The coats of arms dealt with range from the eleventh century to the present day, from 
Edward the Confessor to the Royal Air Force, and there are separate chapters on the 
Orders of Knighthood, Flags, The Heralds and their Functions, and Official and 
Corporate Heraldry of Universities, Public Institutions, etc. (929.6) 


World War II 
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE IN THE WORLD WAR. Volume IV, 1940- 
1945 (11). Norman Macmillan. Harrap, 15s. 1C8. 360 pages. 20 illustrations. 
3 maps. 7 appendices. Index. 
This volume covers the same period as Volume III but deals with different aspects. It 
concludes the history and covers the work of the separate R.A.F. commands in 
Europe until the defeat of Germany, and the campaigns in South-East Asia ending in 
the defeat of Japan. Fighter, Coastal and Bomber Commands are each analysed in 
detail, and there is a full description of Fighter Command night defence of Britain, the 
actions of Bomber Command by night and day and minelaying operations. The work 
of Coastal Command against the submarine, in conjunction with the Royal Navy, its 
battle against surface ships, and its service of mercy to shipwrecked seamen and airmen 
display the varied nature of the work of the Royal Air Force. In the Far East section 
the tragedy of Malaya, the fall of Hong Kong and Singapore and the initial Japanese 
triumph, followed by the restoration of Allied supremacy, are clearly told. (940.544) 


THE FUEL OF THE FIRE. Douglas Grant. Cresset Press, 12s. 6d. D8. 
236 pages. 
This book is based on experiences in the Second World War. The author served as an 
officer in a Royal Marine Commando and saw action in Sicily and France, where he 
was seriously wounded. In this book he attempts to reveal what happened in the mind 
of one man who was drawn into that conflitc, and to describe what he saw and re- 
membered. The picture he gives of the impact of war on a sensitive and intelligent 
mind is both vivid and real. (940.5481) 
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Northern Ireland 

[THE ULSTER YEAR BOOK, 1950. The Official Year Book of Northern 
Ireland. H.M. St ~—_ Office (Belfast), 2s.6d. IM8. 433 pages. Portrait. 
Map. 7 Pelion Tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. 

The seventh edition of this useful —_ publication contains a mass of information 

covering all aspects of the pes ition, economics, etc., of Northern Ireland and the 

introduction includes special articles on ‘En: ance and industrial development. (941.6) 


Britain 
rHE AGE OF ELEGANCE, 1812-22. Arthur Bryant. Collins, 15s. D8. 
460 pages. 6 maps. Index 

Dr. Bryant continues his saga of the Napoleonic wars and their aftermath. The earlier 
volumes were The Years of Endurance, 1793-1802 (1942), The Years of Victory, 1802-12 
(1944). This volum opens with Napoleon marching into Russia and Wellington into 
Spain. It describes first the brilliant campaigns which led to the defeat of the dictator 
and then this triumphant island as it was in atts, There is a chapter on the peace- 
makers at Vienna, followed by a thirty-four page battle-piece of Waterloo, of brilliant 
clarity. In the last four chapters the author surveys the England that emerged from the 
struggle, rich, powerful, victorious. He describes the sources of her power in agri- 
culture, industry and commerce. He describes, though rather less fully, the accumulat- 
ing social injustices and the simmering discontents. He relates how, by the failure to 
find a common denominator for readjusting society after the war, Britain i in the hour 
of her victory faltered and almost failed. The epilogue gives a brief glimpse of why the 
vision of the poets and philosophers nevertheless enabled the next move forward to 
take place, setting standards of outlook which, disregarded in this age, became the 
of the next. The book is fully annotated and the list of abbreviations 
1otes forms a useful check-list of material. This trilogy is an historical 
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synthesis of the economic, social, literary and military aspects of these thirty years; 
political history, except in essential summary, is avoided. Dr. Bryant writes in a 
mellifluous style and is consistently readable. He is a chronicler with a broad vision 
that does not overlook the enlivening detail, a chronicler in the tradition of Macaulay 
and Trevelyan. (942.073) 


: ate 
LONDON IN THE NINETIES. Edited by Leonora Collins. Saturn Press, 21s. 
L.Post 4. 96 pages including 78 illustrations. List of events. 
This book endeavours to show a fair contemporary picture of life in London in the 
‘eighteen-nineties’. The Intro< sduction gives a gencral survey of the many facets of 
London life of that period. The text consists of extracts from periodical | journals of the 
time, and from the work of well-known writers, some of whom have made a special 
_— of London lif fe. A chronological table of events at home and abroad between 
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90 and 1899 af ade a useful comparison with modern current news. Mrs. Collins, 
“tra er, takes sia ice of a new raw material which was presenting itself for the 
first time to the social historian, viz. the new s-photograph, which has been an in- 


creasingly import int feature of news reporting since its first appearance in 1890. A 


selection, chiefly from such contemporary photographs, forms the body of the work. 
Che pictures cover a wide range of out-door scenes, historic events, domestic interiors 
and family life, and Londoners of all ages at work and play. The dress of many types and 
the nee ance of well-known parts of London are arresting features in many of the 
photographs. “The realism of an old photograph’, as Max Beerbohm calls it in one of 
the extracts, has been used to advantage in this interesting record. (942.1) 
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THE LONDON ANTHOLOGY. Hugh and Pauline Massingham. Phoenix 
House, 21s. D8. 528 pages. Frontispiece and 24 pages of plates. 71 text 
illustrations. Indexes. 


Confining themselves to books of personal observation—memoirs, letters and re- 
portage (novels and poetry are deliberately excluded)—the authors have aimed at 
illustrating as many facets as possible of the teeming life and history of this great city. 
The 700 extracts, under alphabetically arranged headings which range from Accidents, 
Actors and Actresses, and Air Raids to the Thames, Traffic, and Weather, reflect both 
romance and squalor, tragedy and comedy, the life of the great and famous and of the 
humble and obscure. Not only the dramatic events of history are recorded—the Great 
Plague and the Fire of London in 1665 and 1666, coronations and great parliamentary 
occasions—but many passages have been chosen to show how the ordinary Londoner 
has lived, fed, worked and entertained himself during the two thousand years of the 
city’s occupation. The anthology is copiously and effectively illustrated with photo- 
graphs, engravings, woodcuts and line drawings, many of them contemporaneous 
with the text. (942.1) 


LONDON: THE WESTERN REACHES. Godfrey James. Hale, 15s. D8. 
418 pages. 49 illustrations. Folding map. Appendices. Bibliography. 
(The County Books Series) 

Mr. James deals with four western boroughs lying on the north bank of the Thames— 

Chelsea, Fulham, Hammersmith and Chiswick. The choice at first sight appears a 

little arbitrary, as one lies outside the London County Council area, but the author has 

two sound reasons for linking them together. First, he has known them intimately 
since his boyhood; and secondly he is able to show that they have all, in one way or 
another, formed playgrounds for the jaded Londoner. This was originally due to their 
position on the river, their rural character, and their propensity to the fashionable West 

End. Thus, in place of detailed history and architectural descriptions, he has concen- 

trated on the history of the famous pleasure resorts, including Cremorne, Ranelagh, 

and, in more recent times, the old Earl’s Court Exhibition, the ‘White City’, and 

Olympia, and on centres of dramatic enterprise such as the Royal Court Theatre, 

famous for its Shaw productions, and the Lyric, Hammersmith, inseparably linked 

with the name of Sir Nigel Playfair. In its unassuming way, this is no mean contribu- 
tion to social and theatrical history. He does not neglect other aspects, but, with the 
exception of Chelsea, this area possesses few buildings of outstanding architectural 
value. Its position on the western approaches to the Capital has ensured that it figures 
occasionally in national history, and of these and kindred matters Mr. James writes 
pleasantly and informatively. (942.13) 


France 

THE GLORY OF THE MEDIEVAL WORLD. Régine Pernoud. Translated 
from the French by Joyce Emerson. Dennis Dobson, 18s. D8. 266 pages. 
8 plates. Glossary. 

This book is meant for general reading. It presents a vivid, if sometimes rather rosy, 

picture of the Middle Ages in France in keeping with recent research. This conspectus 

of society in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries aims to rectify false notions and to 

avoid laying undue emphasis on the ‘local colour’ of the period. Chapter headings are: 

The Organization of Society, The Feudal Bond, Rural Life, Urban Life, The Monarchy, 

International Relations, The Church, Education, Literature, The Arts, The Sciences, 

Daily Life, and The Medieval Mentality. (944.02) 
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China 

KOREA TODAY. George M. McCune. With the collaboration of Arthur L. 
Grey Jr. Issued under the auspices of the International Secretariat of the 
Institute of Pacific Relations. Allen & Unwin, 25s. L.Post 8. 393 pages. 
Tables. Selected documents relating to Korean Foreign Relations. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. Map endpapers. 


For students and statesmen alike this book provides a unique source upon which to 
draw for background information indispensable to a proper comprehension of events, 
trends and developments in a country which since 1949 has been a particular focus of 
world interest. It is informed by close personal knowledge of the area, for Professor 
McCune was born in Pyongyang and spent a great part of his life in the country 
before becoming in 1944-5 an official of the U.S. State Department and later a 
faculty member of the University of California. On his death in 1948 the work was 
taken over and brought as far as possible up to date by his wife, Mrs. Evelyn McCune, 
and his assistant, Arthur L. Grey Jr. In this first comprehensive study of Korea to 
appear since the liberation the author presents an analysis of the American and Russian 
military occupations, describes the efforts of the United Nations to deal with the 
problem of unification of the country, outlines the political and economic policies in 
the northern and southern regimes, and appraises the U.S. programme of economic 
and military aid to South Korea. A substantial collection of relevant documents and 
tables, and a note on Korean demography add to the value of an admirably produced 
volume, one outstanding conclusion of which is that the Koreans are today little better 
prepared for political responsibility than in 1900. (951.9) 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS RELATING TO KOREA, 1950. With Appendix 
and Annexes. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 32 pages. Paper bound. 


Part I of this paper comprises a summary of events relating to Korea up to the outbreak 
of hostilities on 25 June 1950; Part II is a summary of events relating to Korea from 
25 June 1950 to 9 October 1950, covering Security Council Resolutions, military 
operations, and the United Nations Resolution of 7 October 1950. The appendix 
gives the legal aspect of the United Nations intervention in Korea; annexes contain 
extracts from a number of documents, and the texts of the Security Council Resolu- 
tions, ending with the text of the General Assembly Resolution of 7 October 1950. 


(951.9) 





South Africa 

PORTUGUESE RULE AND SPANISH CROWN IN SOUTH AFRICA, 
1581-1640. Sidney R. Welch. Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 30s. 
D8. 634 pages. Index. 


In the fourth volume of his history of the Portuguese period of South African history 
Dr. Welch has chapters on trading expansion along the Zambesi, the missionary 
achievement of the Dominican and Jesuit missionaries, the doubling of the Cape by 
the Dutch in 1592, the war of the English pirates and the records of Cape merchants in 
Table Valley before the arrival of Van Riebeeck. Events in St. Helena and Madagascar 
are also dealt with. An enthusiastic admirer of the Portuguese as colonizers, Dr. Welch 
writes from a new point of view, and uses many sources hitherto untapped by writers 
in English. (968) 








THE RISE OF THE BASUTO. G. Tylden. Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 
25s. D8. 281 pages. Frontispiece and 4 illustrations. 4 maps and endpaper 
maps. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

Major Tylden has lived in Basutoland for the greater part of his life, and has an 

unrivalled knowledge of its history and traditions. This work is the most authoritative 

available on its subject, tracing the development of the Basuto and their territory from 

1824 to the present day. The tangled relations between the Chiefs, the colonial govern- 

ment and the imperial government are clearly traced, and a chapter on the modern 

Basuto summarizes admirably the issues at stake concerning the possible incorporation 

of the Protectorate in the Union of South Africa. Appendices contain notes on racing 

oxen, the Basuto pony (on which the author is an acknowledged authority), Basuto 


regiments, and a genealogy of the House of Moshesh, the great Basuto Chief. There is 

a full bibliography and the index is a good one. (968.61) 
FICTION 

General 


THE HUNTER. James Aldridge. John Lane The Bodley Head, 9s.6d. C8. 
264 pages. 

James Aldridge is a remarkably versatile writer; the book which made his name, 
Signed With Their Honour, was a realistic account of the R.A.F. in wartime, his last, 
The Diplomat, dealt skilfully with the complexities of high-level politics, while his 
latest novel is an exciting adventure yarn about fur trappers in the backwoods of 
Ontario. The Hunter might be described as Fenimore Cooper and G. A. Henty brought 
into line with the modern world; in the older stories the hero was opposed by Indians 
and the forces of nature; in Mr. Aldridge’s story the opposition comes from state 
inspectors and official regulations. His trapper, Roy MacNair, works a territory— 
assigned to him by the government—in the Musk-o-gee area; this area is almost 
exhausted and a living can be made only by outwitting the Warden and trapping 
illegal fur. After a time Roy is faced with the choice of p slundering the fur of the for- 
bidden preserve, settling down on a farm, or going up North to a fresh territory. The 
first two choices are impossible for him; the third is dependent on his being able to 
set up a home with Jeannic—for he refuses to become an unattached “bush rat’. After 
much hardship he gets his Jeannie and his home. The book contains good descriptions 
of Canadian forest life. 


THE FORESTS OF THE NIGHT. Jean-Louis Curtis. Translated from the 
French by Nora Wydenbruck. Lehmann, 12s.6d. C8. 360 pages. (The 
Modern European L ibrary) 


Although this is a story of the French resistance, it is not just ‘another resistance story’. 
M. Curtis does not romanticize or glamourize: he takes groups of people from various 
levels of French society and tries to see them as they really were during the ups and 
downs of war, occupation, liberation, and peace. His de Balansuns, an aristocratic 
family in decline, and the people whose lives are linked with theirs—Mme Costellot, 
the rich woman hungry for power; her enlightened son, Jacques; the amoral prole- 
tarian, Philippe—are neither impossibly heroic nor basely cowardly; with the exception 
of M. de Balunsun’s idealistic young son, Francis, they do the right thing or the 
wrong thing often by accident or from motives of fear or convenience. Whether 
goodness or wickedness is rewarded is frequently a matter of chance. M. Curtis has 
written a vigorous and exciting book which gives a wholly credible reality to such 
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conventional terms as ‘maquis’ and ‘collaborator’; though critical of his fellow 
countrymen he does not give way to the despair now fashionable amongst them and 
though sadly aware of human frailty is equally aware of human greatness. The book 
was first published in Paris in 1948. 


THE PEACOCK. Jon Godden. Michael Joseph, 9s.6d. C8. 240 pages. 

Five friends meet again after the war to go on a hunting trip in the Assam jungle of 
India: Dr. Murray Coombes, the elderly organizer of the party; Philip Tallent and his 
wife; Eric Cathcart, a wounded officer of the Indian Army; and the small dark business- 
man, Kay Trench. Trouble develops: Philip suspects that his wife Alice is in love with 
Eric; Alice increases his jealous despair by flirting with Kay as well as with Eric; Eric 
takes her frivolous advances seriously, is disappointed, commits suicide. Out of this 
somewhat trite situation Miss Godden has made a novel of extraordinary beauty and 
power. The peacock of the title, a bird of resplendent plumage continually encoun- 
tered by the hunters in the jungle, is made a symbol of the natural laws which man is 
always seeking to break. For Dr. Coombes, ecology—the balance of the destructive 
and the constructive elements in nature—is less a science than a vision: he dreams of a 
time when man is the gardener and not the exploiter of the Eden he inhabits. But 
the peacock is shot by Philip; the dream of harmony turns into the wakefulness of 


strife. The descriptive passages in the book are brilliant. 

THE WHITE HOUR and Other Stories. Neil M. Gunn. Faber, 9s.6d. C8. 
285 pages. 

This collection of the short stories of Neil Gunn is uneven in quality, but is charac- 

teristic of Gunn even in its less felicitous moments. The best things in the book are not 

so much stories as sketches, and are reminiscent of the sensitive, evocative studies of 





Highland landscapes and character that give such distinction to his novels. In his sym- 
pathetic insight into the perplexities, ecstasies and agonies of adolescence, and in his 
delicately perceptive portrayal of the interactions of unsophisticated character, Gunn 


is here, as always, excellent. 


THE ANGRY MOUNTAIN. Hammond Innes. Collins, 9s.6d. 1C8. 255 pages. 
This is the 
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sort of exciting, tersely written thriller that has to be read at one sitting if 
its improbability is not to prove worrying. It is about an ex-Battle of Britain pilot who, 
while travelling in Europe as the representative of a British engineering firm, is caught 
up in the intrigues of totalitarian politics and finds himself—unwillingly and much to 
his bewilderment—aiding Czechs to escape from behind the Iron Curtain. The 
ingredients of the story—smuggled precious stones, extreme violence, a sadistic doctor, 
a beautifully vampish ex-Nazi agent—are all familiar, but they are handled with such 
skill that the book is highly entertaining. Its gigantic set-piece is an eruption of 
Vesuvius; this is dramatically used and graphically described. 


TO THE VICTORS THE SPOILS. Colin MacInnes. MacGibbon & Kee, 12s.6d. 


L.Post 8. 350 pages. 


Most war books make their effect through violence and sensation; in To the Victors the 
Spoils, Colin MacInnes—a new writ 

detailed and conscientious account of that large section of a modern army which is 
concerned not with fighting but with the administration of the conquered territories. He 
takes a group of N.C.O.s and officers belonging to an Intelligence unit and describes 
their activities during liberation and occupation in Holland, Belgium, and Germany. 
The characters—the senior Sergeant who tells the story; Cuthbert, the young man of 
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conventional progressive views; the two amiable ‘good-time’ boys Dennis and 
Gordon—are not very clearly down, but this is not such a serious flaw in the book as 
it might seem, for Mr. MacInnes is interested less in people than in wider issues such as 
the psychology of victory and defeat, war guilt, and police government. Some of these 
questions—especially that dealing with the police—are discussed with commendable 
fairness and candour. The monotonous routine that accompanies modern war, the 
inter-departmental rivalry and the discomfort of it all, are well portrayed. Altogether, 
this book makes a very favourable impression: it is honest, sympathetic and com- 
petent. 


THE LAST POOL and Other Stories. Patrick O’Brian. Secker & Warburg, 
9s.6d. C8. 224 pages. 


Sporting stories are usually garrulous in manner and tediously anecdotal in content; 
seldom have they been written with the grace and poetic insight that Mr. O'Brian 
brings to the thirteen stories in this volume. These tales of hunting, shooting, and 
fishing in England, Ireland, and Wales have a unity of argument as well as of subject, 
for the last story in the book, ‘The Little Death’, which tells of an ex-airman who, 
having killed in war, is determined not to kill in peace, is a conclusive comment on 
the tales of pursuit and death that precede it. The rain, wind, stream, bog, and rock 
which provide the backgrounds for these storics are evocatively described and the 
mood of man and nature perfectly caught. From a book in which all the stories are 
good, two— The Trap’ (a touching account of a peasant forced to become a poacher 
during the time of the Enclosures) and ‘It Must Have Been a Branch, They Said’— 
might be singled out for special praise. 


THE HOUSE WITHOUT WINDOWS. Maurice Sandoz. William Campion, 
15s. C4. 101 pages. 7 illustrations (in colour) by Salvador Dali. 

A small boy with musical ambitions sees a grand piano advertised for sale in a Swiss 
newspaper; with his mother and a friend he visits the house near Lake Constance in 
which the piano is on view. They find that the house is surrounded by a high prison- 
like wall; the entrance is guarded by a panther; the door is opened to them by a dumb 
girl accompanied by two mastiffs. Who is the mysterious Professor Kacha, who owns 
the house and furnishes it with Oriental splendour and keeps a boa constrictor curled 
up on the piano? The small boy finds out as he grows up. He discovers the Professor 
to be an art connoisseur, scientist, and philosopher of high attainments, though why 
he lives in such a strange manner neither he nor the reader quite discovers. The story 
makes an appeal on three levels: as a mystery story, as a clever character study, as a 
serious dissertation on science and ethics. The seven colour plates by Salvador Dali are 
more rational in character than most work of this artist: their cool pastel colours are 
an excellent counterpart to the book’s delicate style and atmosphere. 


THE DEAD STAY YOUNG. Anna Seghers. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. 
IC8. 504 pages. 
Anna Seghers’s novel gives a panoramic view of two decades of German history from 
the bitter aftermath of the First World War to the launching of the Second World 
War by the Nazis, and of the intervening years of political confusion. With so large a 
canvas, the treatment is inevitably episodic and individual characters tend to become 
lost in the welter of political events. But the psychology of the Nazi movement is 
admirably typified in the figure of Wenzlow, as are the mental conflicts of Socialists 
like young Hans who found themselves invading Russia with the German army. Of 
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this campaign and, to a lesser extent, of the campaign in France, Anna Seghers gives 
an account which is dispassionately objective. In fact, the very fairness and objectivity 
of her attitude makes her style itself neutral. Her book is, nevertheless, a fine achieve- 
ment in its humanity and tenderness and its firm grasp of the historic situation. 


THE COLONEL’S CHILDREN. Jules Supervielle. Translated from the 
French by Alan Pryce-Jones. Secker & Warburg: Sidgwick & Jackson, 8s.6d. 
IC8. 150 pages. 


Although he is a writer of considerable repute on the Continent, The Colonel’s Children 
(issued in 1926 as Le Voleur d’Enfants) is the first of Jules Supervielle’s novels to be 
published in England. It provides an impressive début. On first acquaintance it seems 
a slight story, but its overtones and undertones give it a significance that far transcends 
its apparent limits. It tells the story of Colonel Philemon Bigua, an exile from South 
America (M. Supervielle was himself born in Montevideo in 1884) who now lives in 
Paris. He is married, but childless, and in order to provide himself with a family 
kidnaps children who, he feels, will not be greatly missed by their parents. He does 
not, however, forcibly acquire Marcelle; she is thrust upon him by her drunken 
father, and as she grows up the Colonel falls in love with her—to his misfortune. 
M. Supervielle’s vision of life is personal and profound; everything, object or 
emotion, is experienced afresh, the description of the experience giving the reader a 
series of delightful revealing shocks. The Colonel’s Children can be regarded as a 
delicate and charming fable, or it can be taken to be an ironic study of frustration: 
whichever it is, it lingers in the mind. 


THE LONG BRIGHT DAYS. David Westheimer. Wingate, 8s.6d. C8. 
188 pages. 

The long bright days are the days of childhood, the days of innocence remembered 
nostalgically by mature experience. The story is told in the first person by Joe Albert, 
who describes how as a boy he had a friend slightly older than himself, Pershing 
Williams, whom he admired with the full intensity of youthful hero-worship. Joe 
is an observant and sensitive boy, and to his dismay Pershing ceases to respond to his 
idolatry; he becomes irritable and secretive and the idyllic relationship between the 
boys is broken. The reason is that Pershing’s stepmother, the attractive but unscrupu- 
lous Rosella, has seduced the boy and then lost interest in him. The effect on Pershing 
is disastrous: he suffers spiritual death, though Joe does not realize this, of course, 
until many years later. English readers will probably find that too many passages of 
this American novel are over-written and sentimental, but those describing sordid 
adult behaviour in the terms known to a child are very moving. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


LET'S KILL GEORGE. Lucy Cores. Cassell, 9s.6d. C8. 267 pages. 

George Banat is such a despicable person that it comes as no surprise when he is mur- 
dered. The sinister readiness of others to credit her with the crime horrifies the 
charming young Shelley, who had reason to be grateful to George, and in desperation 
she turns to George’s son, whom she had disliked at sight but who proves to be an 
unexpected help. There are few admirable characters in the story and sympathy is 
fastened chiefly upon the two young people, but attention is firmly held by the 
dramatic events, including another murder, which follows upon George’s demise and 
culminate in an unexpected climax. 
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PLUNDER OF THE SUN. David Dodge. Michael Joseph, 8s.6d. C8. 
200 pages. 

Al Colby is employed at a generous fee to safeguard the transit of a mysterious 
package from Chile to Peru. His employer is murdered and Colby is left in possession 
of a clue to treasure buried by the Incas. Two other parties are scheming to relieve him 
of it and Colby plays one against the other for his own ends. In the course of his 
adventures he frees one girl from a peculiar bondage, straightens out the affairs of 
another and nearly lands himself in the mortuary. Treasure hunts and the history of 
the Incas have long been subjects to exercise the imagination and a story that combines 
the two is certain of a large audience, particul arly one as competently handled as this. 
The author wastes no wool but carries the reader along at an excellent pace, 
providing ample excitement and making good but sparing use of an intriguing 
background. 

THE CABINDA AFFAIR. Matthew Head. Heinemann, 9s.6d. C8. 252 pages. 


The scene is a small Portuguese town in the Congo, and the plot hinges upon the 
prompt delivery of a consignment of mahogany upon which the fulfilment of a con- 
tract depends. An American Government official sent to identify the wood is made 
suspicious by the ease with which the first consignment is produced for his inspection, 
and a murder which follows on the heels of his arrival brings matters to a head. The 
writer employs an easy conversational style that carries his story along smoothly and 
agreeably. Atmosphere and local colour are excellent, the characters are skilfully 
delineated and if the ending is a little ragged there is ample compensation for this in the 
general interest of the story and its locale. 


WHICH I NEVER. L. A. G. Strong. Collins, 8s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 

When Chief Inspector McKay of Scotland Yard appears in a West Country village 
to investigate the activities of an actor-manager and a shady publisher whose niece has 
disappeared, it is obvious to Inspector Bradstreet, whose help is solicited, that the case 
is graver than it appears on the surface and that much more is involved than the tracing 
of a missing girl. Indeed the number of girls who appear to be missing greatly con- 
fuses matters, and it takes McKay some time to sift the facts and arrive at a conclusion 
which nearly concludes matters for himself. Mr. Strong obviously enjoys himself in 
spinning complicated threads to mystify the reader, but he keeps them in manageable 
order and also keeps the reader interested and entertained by the character and 
behaviour of the people entangled in them. 


MURDER WILL OUT. Roy Vickers. Faber, 9s.6d. C8. 238 pages. 

In each of the nine stories in this book the identity of the murderer is made clear from 
the beginning. The interest lies in the way in which he is eventually brought to justice. 
The writer gives a straightforward account of motive and method and the reader can 
amuse himself by trying to detect the mistake which is going to bring cach criminal 


to book. 
Reprints 


THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN. Samuel L. Clemens 
(Mark Twain). Introduction by T. S. Eliot. Cresset Press, 9s.6d. 1C8. 
310 pages. (The Cresset Library) 

Samuel L. Clemens (“Mark Twain’)—1835-1910—was a pilot on the Mississippi in 

1857 before he became a journalist and author. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, his 
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masterpiece, embodies his experience and knowledge of the river and of the rough 
pioneer characters that lived on its banks or in neighbouring settlements. It is one of 
those books that have, indeed, something to say to readers of all ages and in all times. 
It may be taken, by the younger reader especially, as the attractive adventures of a 
likeable young scapegrace, Huck, who wanders the river and its banks (accompanied 
by an escaped slave) to avoid a ruffian father; to others the book is a commentary on 
civilization, on slavery, on the author’s view of life, and, equally, it may be a picture 
of a past phase of a part of American life. Mr. T. S. Eliot's admirable Introduction 
shows what the book can yield to acute literary examination: he discusses its con- 
struction, the style, the significance of The River, and the place of Huck himself among 
the great figures of fiction. In this welcome edition of an established classic readers can 
renew an old literary acquaintance or make a new one they will value. 


THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD. Charles Dickens. With an Introduc- 
tion by Michael Innes and the original illustrations of Luke Fildes. 
Lehmann, 8s.6d. C8. 286 pages. Frontispiece of the original cover design by 
Charles Alston Collins. 12 illustrations. Bibliography. (The Chiltern 
Library) 


Charles Dickens (1812-70) was at work on this book up to a few hours before his 
death. That it comes, therefore, among other well-known unfinished works of fiction 
would be enough to invite guess-work about its probable ending, but that it is also an 
unsolved mystery has excited many conjectures about its solution, and also attempts to 
finish it. There are two mysteries: the first, the unaccountable disappearance of young 
Edwin Drood. He has provoked the jealousy of his sinister hypocritical uncle, Jasper, 
in love with Edwin’s fiancée Rosa, and has, too, aroused the enmity of the fiery Neville 
Landless, also an admirer of Rosa. The second: the identity of a mysterious Mr. 
Datchery, who appears to be unobtrusively occupied in watching the conduct of and 
obtaining information about Jasper. Mr. Michael Innes, in his very competent intro- 
duction, examines all the internal and external evidence which may point to the end 
Dickens had in mind. He rightly suggests, too, that the book should not be regarded 


as a broken puzzle but important in its own right as the last work of a great writer. It 
was first published in 1870. 


JUAN IN CHINA. MAGNUS MERRIMAN. Eric Linklater. Jonathan Cape, 

8s.6d. each. sC8. 326 : 347 pages. (The Orkney Edition) 
These attractive reprints of two of Linklater’s early picaresque extravaganzas should 
be sure of a welcome. Magnus Merriman, first published in 1934, is the more spon- 
taneous and ebullient of the two. Linklater’s hero moves from contretemps to contre- 
temps, among the nationalists in Edinburgh and the farmers of Orkney, with the 
unquenchable optimism that is the true mark of the comic hero. Like most picaresque 
novels, Magnus Merriman has little construction except that of breathless continuity but 
it is rich in extravagant and convincing portraits. The same is true of Juan in China, 
which first appeared as a sequel to Juan in America in 1937. To say that Juan’s Chinese 
adventures are less amusing than his American experiences is merely to express an 
opinion, and is certainly not to say that Juan in China is lacking in satire, Rabelaisian 
humour or action. Perhaps the greatest satisfaction of all in Mr. Linklater’s novels (and 
especially in his early novels) is the prodigious and prodigal profusion of language 
with which both the author and his characters are endowed. The Orkney edition is 
most attractively printed and bound. 








THE ADVENTURES OF SYLVIA SCARLETT. Compton Mackenzie. 
Macdonald, tos.6d. 1C8. 687 pages. 


In an interesting introduction, Mr. Mackenzie describes how this book, owing to the 
shortages prevailing at the time, was published in two parts—The Early life and Adven- 
tures of Sylvia Scarlett in 1918, The Later Adventures of Sylvia Scarlett in 1919. This new 
edition for the first time presents the story to the reader as it was originally conceived 
and written—as a single work. Born in Paris in the 1880s, Sylvia Scarlett, the child of 
an Englishman and a Frenchwoman who wanted a son, is taken to England after the 
death of her mother and, in order to evade creditors and the police, is dressed by her 
father as a boy; she becomes involved with petty crooks and a pierrot show; enters 
into an unsuccessful marriage; is divorced; becomes a touring actress in England, 
America, and Canada; works as a cabaret artist in Russia during the early days of the 
revolution; in the Balkans discovers that her grandfather was the twelfth Earl of 
Saxby; and, as the story ends, seems about to find happiness in the company of her 
second cousin Michael Shayne, the hero of Sinister Street. Read today, it must be con- 
fessed that the romanticism of this once-famous picaresque novel seems tawdry and 
its wit rather flat; nevertheless, as a period piece it has interest and the reprint is there- 
fore worth while. 


PLAYING FIELDS. School Days at Eton. Eric Parker. Reprint. Carroll & 
Nicholson, 12s.6d. C8. 362 pages. 

Here is the Eton of hackney cabs and gas jets and glimpses of quict lawns and orderly 
life. Why reprint memories of the turn of the century? Because, like Tom Brown's 
School Days, this is a great book and beautifully written; its interests lie beyond the 
confines of Etonians. Playing Fields may well be the best and most complete picture of 
Eton—or, for that matter, of any English Public School—and of Eton at its most 
attractive period. The hero is a less imaginative fellow than Tom Brown, not so 
obviously a school hero; yet Martin is a boy of individual tastes and emotions to be 
woven into a story. One could contrast Playing Fields with the almost contemporary 
(1937) view in Bernard Fergusson’s more journalistic Eton Portrait with its splendid 
photographs by Moholy-Nagy. Bernard Darwin—Eric Parker’s near contemporary— 
has written an eloquent and sympathetic introduction. 


VANITY FAIR. A Novel without a Hero. William Makepeace Thackeray. 
Macdonald, 9s.6d. C8. 799 pages. 15 illustrations by the author. (Macdonald 
Illustrated Classics) 


In one of the confidential asides from author to reader that are so striking a feature of 
Vanity Fair, Thackeray (1811-63) remarks that ‘one is bound to speak the truth as far 
as one knows it . . . and a deal of disagreeable matter must come out in the course of 
such an undertaking’. It is this concern with truth, however unpalatable it may be, 
that is probably Thackeray’s main contribution to the development of the English 
novel, a development in which Vanity Fair (first published in monthly parts in 1847 
and 1848) is a landmark. In this book Thackeray made it his business to discover and 
to tell as much of the truth about human beings as his Victorian audience was able to 
accept. The motives and emotions of Becky Sharp, Amelia Sedley, Sir Pitt and 
Rawdon Crawley, and Lord Steyne are examined without prejudice and with almost 
complete disregard for conventional ideas about vice and virtue, reward and retribu- 
tion. But Thackeray’s analysis is never merely clinical; he is a moralist as well as a 
realist, bringing all things into the open in order to separate the good in human nature 
from the bad. This intensive interest in his people gives an abundance of life to 
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Thackeray’s great book, as well as making it a criticism of life; Vanity Fair is one of 
the world’s masterpieces, a compassionate as well as satiric portrait of nineteenth- 
century society in its full richness. Becky Sharp pushes herself forward from the others 
as one of the most perfectly described characters in all fiction. This agreeable new 
edition contains fifteen of Thackeray’s own illustrations and includes a useful bio- 
graphical note. 


ON THE EVE. Ivan Turgenev. Translated from the Russian by Moura 

Budberg. Cresset Press, 9s.6d. 1C8. 228 pages. (The Cresset Library) 
A remarkably fine translation of Turgenev’s most perfect novel, which originally 
appeared in 1859 asa serial in The Russian Herald. Turgenev gives an enchanting picture 
of a Russian middle-class family, of a young sculptor and a theorizing intellectual, 
whom he contrasts with the Bulgarian nationalist Insarov. In the character of Elena 
he paints his most exquisite portrait of a young girl in love. As John Hayward remarks 
in his editorial note, in this novel Turgenev gives us ‘purity and self-surrender of first 
love and ardour and selflessness of revolutionary action’. Though, on its appearance, 
its sociological implications were eagerly discussed by Turgenev’s contemporaries, it is 
essentially as a love story that On the Eve lives. 


THE SWORD IN THE STONE. T.H. White. Collins, 6s. 1C8. 339 pages. 
Illustrations. (St. James's Library) 


The Sword in the Stone was first published in 1938 and met with an enthusiastic recep- 
tion. Its reappearance in the new St. James's Library shows it to be as gay and amusing 
as ever. It is the story of two boys, Wart and Kay, living in the days of medieval 
knighthood and pageantry; they take part in boar hunting and falconry; receive 
lessons from their tutor, Merlin the magician; and enjoy themselves generally in the 
robust world of the Middle Ages. In the end, by being the only person able to pull the 
sword out of the stone, the rather down-trodden Wart proves himself to be the future 
King Arthur of England. Although Mr. White bases his story on the Arthurian 
romances of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, his attitude to his originals is far from 
reverent: he takes every opportunity of upsetting the romantic pose. His knights, for 
instance, discuss the weather and talk about the next tourney as though it were a game 
of golf; Merlin is short-sighted, wears running shorts, gets his magic all mixed up. 
Mr. White exploits the comedy of incongruity and anachronism with gusto; but 
under all the exuberant comedy there is a seriousness. Mr. White is something of a 
scholar and a philosopher and his love of the Middle Ages gives him an attitude to life: 
this lifts his book from farce to literature. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
THE LODGER. M. Belloc Lowndes. Pan Books, 2s. sC8. 256 pages. Paper 
bound. 


The modern ‘thriller’ has become so scientific, so streamlined, and so slickly written 
that this famous crime story first published in 1913 now seems a little old-fashioned. 
There is no doubt in the reader’s mind as to the identity of the Buntings’s eccentric— 
and gentlemanly—lodger, even if this humble and ingenuous London couple only 
gradually come to realize who he is. The tension in Mrs. Belloc Lowndes’s somewhat 
leisurely story is provided by just this mounting pressure of suspicion, terror and 
bewilderment upon the humdrum lives of this simple-minded pair. A slight thread of 
romance is introduced in the courtship of the Buntings’s daughter by the young detec- 
tive engaged upon the ‘Avenger’ case. 
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MYSTERY VILLA. E. R. Punshon. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 220 pages. 
Paper bound. 

A chance encounter with a known criminal first arouses the interest of Sergeant B. 
Owen of Scotland Yard, in Tudor Lodge, a mysterious, neglected villa in a London 
suburb, where, in dusty and untended rooms still arranged as for a wedding reception 
fifty years before, the woman who should have been a bride has lived alone with a 
dreadful secret. Step by step the police unravel the mystery first of the crime com- 
mitted half a century earlier and then of the comparatively recent murder of the 
murderer. This is a straightforward tale in which the author plays fair with his readers, 
concealing none of the essential clues which enable Sergeant Owen to arrive at the 
correct solution. It was first published in 1934. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
THE STORY OF BILL FROG. Written and drawn by Cam. John Lane The 
Bodley Head, 5s. C4. 32 pages. Coloured illustrations on every page. 

Wilberforce Frog is a very nice, dependable frog and when a wicked magician kidnaps 
a little girl frog he at once sets out to rescue her, with the aid of her small brother, a 
rabbit, a hedghog and a tame caterpillar. It is a risky business outwitting a magician 
but they eventually succeed and a grand party follows which is thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone. Cam’s picture story books are deservedly popular and this delightful 
addition to them, with its gay, lively and colourful pictures, will please every child of 
four to six. . 


BLACK HUNTING WHIP. Monica Edwards. Collins, 8s.6d. 1C8. 256 pages. 
16 illustrations by Geoffrey Whittam. 

The Thorntons buy a derelict farmhouse and seventy acres of neglected land, much to 
the delight of their four children. The house is old and there is a burnt-out wing in the 
cellar of which Dion discovers the diary of an unhappy boy who long ago had hoped 
to carry his father’s black hunting whip to victory in a pony show. Dion determines to 
find the whip and to fulfil the long-dead boy’s ambition. The whole family help him 
to realize his dream. This is the theme of the story but the everyday life of the family, 
and the characters of the children and adults, add up to make an interesting and 
credible story of real people. Boys and girls of eleven to fourteen will enjoy this new 
book by an already popular author who has a gift for story telling. 


THIS WAY TO GREENACRES. Maribel Edwin. Longmans, Green, 8s.6d. 

C8. 263 pages. Illustrations by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. Endpaper maps. 
A story of the English countryside by an experienced naturalist. Michael and Jennifer 
have three pets—a dog, a cat and a carrier pigeon. But Lop, a hare which they half 
tamed before it escaped, interests them most. Because of its injured ear they are able to 
identify it in its various adventures with stoat and weasel and fire and flood. The story 
is full of incident and, by the time Lop returns to them, the children have learnt a 
great deal about wild life. For boys and girls of ten to twelve. 


I RODE WITH THE COVENANTERS. Kathleen Fidler. Lutterworth Press, 
7s.6d. 1C8. 192 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 12 drawings by E. Boye 
Uden. 


A story of the Scottish Covenanters, simple men who insisted on their right to freedom 
of worship, and their hopeless fight against the soldiers of King Charles II in 1666. The 
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story is told by a lad named John Neilson whose father is killed and whose brother is 
wounded in the battle of Rullion Green. John and Richard escape from the battlefield 
but Richard is captured and condemned to death. His escape is exciting and ingenious. 
This is a quickly moving adventure story for boys and girls of eleven to fourteen, 
distinguished by its good characterization and sincerity. There is some Scottish dialect 
but it is not overdone. The author is well known for her skill as a story-teller. 


BROWNIE. Jane Munro Gaymer. Hollis & Carter, 15s. F4. 210 pages. Pencil 
drawings by the author. 

Brownie is an Exmoor pony. He is sold to a good home, but later is sold again to a 
riding school where he suffers ill-treatment and becomes dispirited and bad-tempered. 
In the end he returns to his old home and is schooled again to good manners and 
learns to trust human beings once more, particularly his little mistress. The author of 
this pleasant story for older children is only sixteen but she has already written a book 
on practical horsemanship. In this story, too, there is much good advice on the training 
of horses. The pencil drawings are delightful. 


A DREAM OF SADLER’S WELLS. Lorna Hill. Evans Bros., 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 
230 pages. 6 illustrations by Eve Guthrie. Decorated endpapers. 

Veronica was fourteen when she had to leave London and her ballet lessons and go to 
live with her cousins in Northumberland. Although it seems she must give up her 
ambition to dance, she perseveres in her practice until at last her chance comes of an 
audition at Sadler’s Wells. This is a story of real boys and girls. It will appeal particu- 
larly to girls who are interested in ballet, although much of the action of the book takes 
place in the country districts of Northumberland. The bookjacket is attractive but the 
line drawings a little disappointing. For children of eleven to thirteen. 


AFRICAN BOY. Grace Huxtable. Methuen, 8s.6d. C8. 254 pages. 

A well-written story of an East African boy and his friends. Sedi, frightened by a 
witch-doctor, runs away and, after many adventures, reaches a town where he learns 
to be a carpenter. The characterization is lively, the background colourful and con- 
vincing and the book is entertaining to read. The one defect is that the author herself 
does not seem quite certain that the witch doctor’s spells are powerless. For children of 
ten to twelve. 


THE PROVOST’S JEWEL. Elisabeth Kyle. Peter Davies, 8s.6d. C8. 238 pages. 
Illustrations. 

The Macfadyen children are left orphans and their uncle comes over to Scotland from 
the U.S.A. to arrange for their future. To the children’s dismay he proposed to 
separate them, so Walter (104) goes off to make his fortune. The story then moves 
quickly and entertainingly following Walter’s various jobs and his trailing of the two 
American crooks who are after the Provost of Glasgow’s valuable ceremonial jewel. 
The plot is incredible, but the well-drawn character of the doughty Walzer persuades 
the reader to accept it. Children will enjoy the story for its excitement and mystery 
and the well-earned triumph of Walter. Needless to say the children sail with their 
uncle when he returns to New York. 


THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE. C. S. Lewis. Geoffrey 
Bles, 8s.6d. 1C8. 173 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white 
illustrations by Pauline Baynes. 

Lucy, Peter, Susan and Edmund discover the land of Narnia, where it is always winter 

but never Christmas. A wicked White Witch has laid a spell on the country and its 
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people and turned everyone who opposed her into stone. But now Aslan the Lion is 
approaching to set the people free. Edmund betrays the other children but Aslan buys 
his life at the price of his own. There is a great battle, Aslan comes to life again and the 
sway of evil is ended. Children of eight to ten will enjoy this story as one of magic, 
adventure and battle. Few will realize the allegory behind it. 


THE WHITE RABBIT’S ROAD. Eileen O’Faolain. Longmans, Green, 7s.6d. 
C8. 138 pages. Illustrations by Phoebe L. Smith. Illustrated endpapers. 
An Irish fairy tale. Maura Beg and her brother Peadar Joe set off to look for their dog 
which has been lured away by a wicked old fairy. They are helped by a leprechaun 
and old Batty of the Roads and much handicapped by the mischievous pranks of 
Paddy Whack, the lovable puppy. The turn of phrase is very Irish but this seems to 
enhance the fairy tale atmosphere. The magic is introduced so naturally that it never 
occurs to the reader to question it. Children of cight to ten will enjoy this story of the 

two children and their animal friends. 


MARY PLAIN TO THE RESCUE. Gwynedd Rae. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 
ss. C8. 128 pages. Illustrations by Irene Williamson. 

Children of five to eight love the adventures of Mary Plain, the little bear from Berne. 
In this book she is living with the Owl Man in Cherry Tree Cottage. She spends 
Christmas with the “Worships’ and wins the fancy dress prize, much to her delight. 
In the children’s play Mary gives seven encores before she is forcibly removed from 
the stage—only to be unveiled as the Sleeping Beauty to the Prince’s surprise. But 
everybody loves Mary for she is so innocently happy. The book includes some nursery 
rhymes set to simple tunes which could well be sung by the young readers. 


THE TREASURE OF THE ISLE OF MIST. W. W. Tarn. 2nd edition. 

Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. D8. 150 pages. Illustrations by Margery Gill. 
A new and pleasing edition of what has become almost a children’s classic (first pub- 
lished in 1938). It is the story of a strange treasure hunt in the island of Skye by Fiona, 
aged fifteen, her father, the wise Student, the Urchin and the mysterious Hawker. The 
atmosphere of dreams and magic will appeal to imaginative children of ten to thirteen. 


UNDER BLACK BANNER. Geoffrey Trease. Heinemann, 8s.6d. 1C8. 256 pages. 
Illustrations and sketch map by Richard Kennedy. 

Four children lose their way in a mist on the Lakeland hills and descend into an 
abandoned ‘Battle Area’. They find that someone has been sleeping in one of the 
deserted houses. Their discovery of the identity of the mysterious visitor leads them 
to start a campaign to recover Black Banner valley from the War Office and give it 
back to its original farmer. This is a constructive book in which young people are 
encouraged to show public spirit and service to others. The grown-ups are convincing 
and well-drawn, the values are right and the young people themselves are pleasant and 
interesting in their development. For boys and girls of twelve to fourteen. 


COBBLER'’S sHOP and Other Stories. Alison Uttley. Faber, 7s.6d. C8. 
167 pages. Illustrations by Irene Hawker. 

A collection of twelve stories for children of nine to eleven. These include two 
Christmas stories, a story of a cobbler who made shoes for fairies and two stories about 
such everyday things as an iron bedstead and a cob-nut tree. The remainder of the 
stories have magic in them but never of a frightening kind. The charm of this collec- 
tion lies in its essential homeliness and the author’s genius for seeing a story in every 
detail of everyday life. 
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LITTLE GREY RABBIT MAKES LACE. Alison Uttley. Collins, 3s.6d. 
6} x $4 inches. Illustrations by Margaret Tempest. 

The books about Little Grey Rabbit are in the tradition of the Beatrix Potter books. 
Little Grey Rabbit keeps house for Hare and Squirrel. In the story she learns how to 
make lace and soon all her animal friends—Mrs. Hedgehog, the baby rabbits, Squirrel 
—are wearing lace-trimmed clothes. The story is simply told for children of five to 
eight and there are gaily coloured pictures on every second or third page. 


Non-Fiction 
EVERY CHILD'S BOOK OF ANIMAL WONDERS. J. Bentley Aistrop. 
Dennis Dobson, 8s.6d. 1C8. 174 pages. 17 plates. 2 diagrams. 

A typical modern, factual, unsentimental book for children, this volume is full of 
information and incident about the more curious features of animal life. Each of the 
sixteen chapters discusses a different aspect of its subject, as for example, “Creatures 
which hinder Man’, ‘Architects of the Animal World’, “Problems facing Zoos’. A 
chapter of gre: test interest is that on ‘First-hand Observation’, in which there is much 
good advice for those who wish to keep their ow n pets, and throughout the book, 
emphasis is laid on the is nportance of seeing for one’s self, and on the care that must be 
taken when dealing with dangerous animals of any sort. The information is accurate, 
and the book is well and pleasantly written. It is suitable for children from eight to 
fifteen years old. 


THE STORY OF THE HIGHWAY. Agnes Allen. Faber, 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 
210 pages. 8 photographs. 31 black-and-white illustrations by Agnes and 
Jack Allen. Index. 

The story of the development of the English highway from prehistoric times to the 
present day, seen through the eyes of two children who, by means of a magic machine, 
step back in time. By this device they are able to see for themselves what it was like 
to travel in England in prehistoric, Roman, the Middle Ages, Tudor and Stuart times, 
and to see the coming of the railway and the motor-car. They experience very vividly 
the perils and discomforts of travel on England’s roads. This is an informative and 
interesting book by an author who was awarded the Carnegie Medal for 1949 for her 
excellent book The Story of Your Home. 


THE LITTLE BOY AND HIS HOUSE. Stephen Bone and Mary Adshead. 
2nd edition. Dent, 8s.6d. C4. 56 pages. Illustrations by the authors. 

The second edition of a loved picture book in gay colours. The little boy looks at 

homes all over the world but decides that the kind of house you like depends on 

where you live and what you have to build with. A picture book for children of five 

to eight. 


FIRE! Marie Neurath. Max Parrish, 6s. 1F4. 36 pages. Coloured Isotype 
pictures. 

A picture book with only a few lines of explanatory text. It tells the story of what 

happens when a fire breaks out at home, in the factory, on the heath or in the forest. 

This is the kind of book that boys will pore over, for the clear detail of the simple 

pictures will answer all their questions about fires and fire-fighting. For children of 

six to ten. 


251 








THE ADVENTURE OIF THE LIFE-BOAT SERVICE. Malcolm Saville. 
Macdonald, 6s. sF4. 80 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 63 illustrations. 

Mr. Saville emphasizes that, in Great Britain as in certain other countries, the lifeboat 
service is voluntary. As such, it appeals to all that is best in the spirit of the seafaring 
folk of our shores. He traces the lifeboat movement back to its beginnings, relates 
some of the greater deeds which have ennobled its history, and in a series of excellent, 
up-to-date photographs shows the equipment with which the boats of today set about 
their task. Although scicntific aids to navigation have robbed the sea of some of its 
former dangers, the need for vigilance, and for speedy means of rescue of the crews of 
ships in distress, still remains. Mr. Saville’s book should appeal particularly to boys 
between nine and twelve, but interest in his narrative will not be confined to them. 


THE NAVY OF TOMORROW. The Story of H.M.S. Illustrious. Frank Shaw. 
Werner Laurie, 9s.6d. 1C8. 232 pages. 19 illustrations. Index. 

The first Illustrious of the Royal Navy was a 74-gun ship of the line, an old wooden- 
waller of two fighting decks launched in 1789. Today’s ship of the same name is an 
aircraft carrier of 23,000 tons displacement. This book, for boys of ten to sixteen, tells 
a fascinating story of the Navy mainly through the actions of the modern IIlustrious. It 
tells of the evolution of Britain’s sea power and describes in detail how a boy, going to 
sea for the first time, progresses in knowledge and ability. An exhaustive survey of 
the bridge and control tower in one of Britain’s aircraft carriers is included. 


Miscellany 

ADVENTURE AND DISCOVERY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. Number 5- 
Jonathan Cape, 12s.6d. D8. 288 pages. Illustrated with photographs, black- 
and-white drawings and diagrams. 

An annual for intelligent boys and girls of twelve to fifteen, which keeps them abreast 

of modern knowledge and discoveries. It contains authoritative articles on such sub- 

jects as London’s fire-fighters, high-speed flight, the career of a housing manager, 

London’s underground, collecting coins, etc. There are three stories by modern 

authors, Geoffrey Trease, Ian Serraillier and Philip Woodruff. ; 


THE CHILDREN’S SHIP. Edited by Cynthia Asquith. James Barrie, 12s.6d. 
C4. 135 pages. 4 coloured illustrations, 4 photographs, black-and-white 
illustrations by various artists. 

A collection of stories, poems and articles for children of eight to eleven. There are 

ten stories, three of which are by Enid Blyton, Algernon Blackwood and Monica 

Dickens; seven poems including one by Walter de la Mare; articles on children’s 

clothing in other days by James Laver, ‘Animals who have been on the stage with me’, 

by Nancy Price, and one on birds by Uncle Mac. This is an attractive book for the 
more intelligent child. 
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